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Programs are held at the Galloway Library - 306 E. Jimmie Leeds Road, Galloway Township, NJ  
7:30 pm on the 4th Wednesday of every month - There are no meetings in November or December 

Light refreshments served - Please feel welcome to bring your own coffee/soda/water 
 

www.atlanticaudubon.org - Use the PayPal symbol to renew your membership or donate to our WSB fundraiser online. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------- 
 

NOTICE! The February 2012 meeting will 

NOT be held at the Galloway Library. 
February meeting (only) will be held at the Arc 

of Atlantic County, 6550 Delilah Rd, EHT 
 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS:  
General meeting programs and field trip information will be 
sent to you via AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net  
Watch your email for announcements each month. 

 

TAKE NOTE: Page 17 is your information page to all 

contacts and road clean-ups. See the new “Emergency 
Wildlife Contacts.” Please print it out and keep it handy.  
 
We would like to keep this list correct and current, so if at 
any time you know of additional places to add to the list, 
please send to: donnaSL8@comcast.net 

(If known, please include types of wildlife they service.) 
 

HOLIDAY LUNCHEON: Sunday, December 11,  1- 4 pm 

Buffet at the Oyster Creek Inn - Cost is $24. Please make 

your check out to: "Atlantic Audubon Society" and mail to: 
P.O. Box 63, Absecon NJ 08201 by November 21st.  
Questions, call Becky at 609-384-4599. Reservation forms 
were sent via AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net   

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Batsto Bluebird Trail by AAS member, Diane Kristoff 
 

The first bluebird boxes monitored by AAS were several already 

in existence at Stockton College in 1990. All birds fledged were 
banded by Mike O'Brien and John Rokita for approximately 7 
years. In the spring of 1991 boxes were obtained from the New 
Jersey prison system and were placed at the historic village of 
Batsto at Wharton State Forest and monitored by early 
Auduboners including Mike O'Brien, John Williamson, John 
Mattoeni, Lee Ellenberg, and Gerri Satz. Other boxes were 
placed and monitored at Pine Hill, Waterford, Atsion, Estell 
Manor and Edwin B. Forsythe NWR.  
     The 21st anniversary year at Batsto was both challenging and 
productive. The cutting and removal of approximately 80 trees by 
the NJ Dept. of Forestry began in June and ended in August. 
The damage to nesting birds was greatly reduced with careful, 
but persistent discussions with those involved in the project. 
However, the removal of so many trees will be a challenge to 
nesting birds. Because of the wonderful volunteerism of 3 new 
monitors, this season at Batsto was very productive. Fledged 
were 55 bluebirds, 77 tree swallows and 28 house wrens.  
     If you would like to help continue this tradition, contact Diane  

Kristoff at: pinerpreserve@netzero.com    

 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT by AAS member, Ed Bristow 
 

Now is the time to sign up for this year’s Christmas Bird 

counts. We have large areas and need help to make the counts 
more effective in the national picture. If you haven’t done this 
before, small groups work specific areas within our count 
circle. You don’t have to be a super expert, if you have some 
awareness of the more common birds you can help. This is an all 
day event. Results go to Cornell to be consolidated into a 
national picture of wintering birds. If you can help, call me at 
(609) 641-4671 or email at: ebristow3@verizon.net.      
December 17 is the date for the Oceanville count and January 1 
for the Marmora area count. Try it – you’ll like it! 
 

REFUGE NEWS by AAS member, Ed Bristow 

      

As fall moves on, the last of the shore birds are 

drifting through and waterfowl populations are 
growing. Some days have been good for 
migratory songbirds even though the 
weather has had an effect on 
migration. Between the earthquake and 
hurricane Irene, anything can be 
expected. Some of the fall specials included 

Yellow-headed blackbirds, avocets, Black-
necked stilts, Caspian terns, Black terns, 

White-faced ibis, White ibis and more. As I write 
this, the first Snow geese have arrived. With good weather, 
expect to see more geese (all three species) as well as the 
return of the Tundra swans. 
     Visitors to the refuge have been enjoying the new Visitor 
Information Center, as well as the up-dated store. Volunteers are 
still needed, so if you can spare a few hours during the week or 
on weekends, call (609) 573-5751 and talk to Sandy. The 
environmental education group did one of their programs for NJ 
television. Check our website for information on the showing 
schedule. Current schools taking advantage of our programs 
include Absecon, Pleasantville, and Atlantic City, along with 
home-schooled and pre-school groups. We need more folks with 
some time, and we will train you. 
     We hope to get our refuge Jitney service running this 
fall. Watch for announcements if they haven’t already appeared 
in local papers. Tours will last 1-1.5 hours with maximum of 12 
passengers. Jitney is also handicapped accessible. Guides will 
be on board to point out birds and animals, as well as 
information about the refuge and how it functions. Also on the 
schedule are special programs – “Evenings at Forsythe” monthly 
on the third Friday of the month. Check with the refuge for 
upcoming programs.  

http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:pinerpreserve@netzero.com
mailto:ebristow3@verizon.net
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Tree Swallows in Brigantine 
By AAS member, Gaylord Inman - Photo by Gaylord Inman 

  

Coastal areas in Atlantic County are a very important migration 

route for Tree swallows during the months of August through 
November. The most known location to observe large numbers 
of these birds is on Brigantine Island.  
     We have AAS members who have reported large numbers of 
these migratory birds around homes in Brigantine. They are 
mostly happy about it, but many wonder what is the source and 
composition of the tiny droplets of matter that they are sweeping 
off their patios each day. Oh well, there seem to be fewer 
greenheads and mosquitoes. 
     What distinguishes the Tree swallow from other swallows is 
that a high percentage of their food source comes from plants 
when insects are not available. Their favorite seed is from the 
bayberry which is abundant along the New Jersey 
coastline. Flocks remain and grow in numbers for as long as they 
can find insects and berries and the weather does not become 
too harsh. There are adequate roosting areas in Brigantine for 
these birds. 
  Other Atlantic County coastal areas that provide habitat for 

Tree swallows include Little 

Beach, a designated wilderness area within Forsythe NWR, as 
well as an area known as the Gateway site, a 450 acre expanse 
of saltmarsh and uplands, between Delilah Road and the Atlantic 
City Expressway. 
     One way to determine the significance of a species in an area 
such as the Atlantic County Coastal area is to determine total 
days of use by each species - if there are 1000 black ducks in 
the area on a given day that is equivalent to 1000 use days. 
     There is no accurate estimation of total use days for Tree 
swallows for the Atlantic County Coastal area. They are most 
abundant, by far.  A close second, which you might find 
surprising, is the starling. Starlings migrate in huge numbers and 
are less inclined to be observed, as they prefer the Gateway site 
for roosting and come and go more quickly. Based on my 
observations, which include actual counts, I would estimate that 
use days by these two species totals more than use of all other 
species combined in the Atlantic County Coastal area. Even 
though there are many waterfowl and shorebird counts in the 
area, little effort is made to count starlings or tree swallows, so 
until this is done, my estimates cannot be seriously disputed. 
     Not counting tree swallows and starlings, 77 percent of use 
days at Gateway in 1985 included willets, yellowlegs and various 
species of sandpipers, 18 percent waterfowl herons and egrets 
and 5 percent other. 
     To illustrate the importance of the Gateway area to migratory 
birds, 70 percent of wildlife use days at the Gateway 
site excluding starlings and tree swallows occurred between 11/5 
to 12/6,1985. Want to pick the best day for observation? Go to 
the middle of the site between 11/5 to 12/16 on a real nasty day 
when winds are blowing and flood tides exist. You will remember 
this experience. 
     On one count in the Gateway area, I observed an estimated 
20,000 Tree swallows on September 13, 1985 and 30,000 
starlings on November 8, 1985. Tree swallows have prospered 
since then, as residents in Brigantine can attest to. How many 
use days for Brigantine? For Atlantic County Coastal areas? I 
guess you can start with counting the birds in the photograph 
and then determine what small percentage that is of the total 
population that is using the Atlantic County Coast for the day. Do 
this each day during the migration, calculate use days for each 
day and add the total. It is mind boggling, but it could be 
done. Or just guess that is over a million and you will be ok. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
A Trip to the movies - from AAS member, Gerrie Satz:  
On Sunday, October 16th, a group of avid birders met at the Frank Theater to see the film THE BIG 

YEAR. Although this was an impromptu field trip, it was amazing that 14 people showed up in the 
theater lobby at the appointed time. 
     The film is a true story about three men who go after the title of "Birder of the Year". Actors Jack 
Black, Steve Martin and Owen Wilson play the men while a host of well known actors play small but 
pivotal parts. The story centers on the rivalry between the men, along with their non-birding lives 
interfering with their project. 

     After the movie ended, we had dinner together at the Shore Diner.  We decided we liked the film very much - loved our dinner -
 company was delightful - a good time was had by all. 
     Thanks to AAS members, Kris Arcuri for her idea and to Kevin Lippert who was able to find out times of showings. 
  

This is also a plea to give your e-mail address to Atlantic Audubon so you can be notified of these delightful get-togethers. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

AAS Field Trip to Johnson Sod Farm - by AAS member, Kris Arcuri 

Photo: Horned Lark by AAS member, L. James Meyers 
 

The Johnson Sod Farm trip on August 20 was a birding ramble through Cumberland County’s scenic 

farmland. The main attraction – Johnson’s Sod Farm – did not live up to its reputation as a shore bird 
magnet. Luckily for the group, leader Gerrie Satz’s knowledge of the area took us to plenty of places 
that more than made up for the Farm’s lack of birds. Country roads like Tices Lane and Compromise 
Road gave us good looks at Cattle egret, Little blues, and Green herons. We saw many shore birds 
including: Pectoral, Spotted, and Solitary. We also had Horned larks, and even a Sandhill crane put in 
a cameo appearance at the Sunset Road bridge. The pre Hurricane Irene rains were terrible for the 
farmers, but the flooded fields were where we saw many of the trip’s best birds. Even though it was 
August, the trip, with a list of nearly 50 bird species, was a great way to get into enjoying fall migration. 



3. WINTER 2011                       
--MY FAVORITE TREE - by AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

Photos by Gaylord Inman 

It would be hard to calculate the value of this tree.  
It was fun to let www.arborday.org/calculator determine the 

yearly benefits of my tree…..  
 

Here is their breakdown: 
Storm water protection $44.97, Electricity saving (shade tree) 
$12.95, Air quality $10.13, Property value $72.94, Natural 
Gas saving $5.21, CO2 $9.22. 
  

Of course, I would add that carefully placed trees can provide 
cooling summer shade, protect your home from chilling 
winter winds and maximize energy gains from winter 
sunlight. The tree does take the brunt of harsh winds and the 
trunk has a serious list from these winds. Each storm seems 
to take its toll, but the tree survives. 
     Willows, some 200 plus species do have wildlife 

value. This is especially true in the northern climates where survival is rough on species like Snowshoe hare, Willow 
ptarmigan, and various species of grouse which all depend on 
the willow. 
     My visiting Yellow warblers do appreciate this tree, as they 
find ample food hopping from one branch to the other. The 
willow foliage during early spring growth has a yellow tint which 
blends into the rich color of the warblers. You can't place a 
dollar value on your wait for the warblers each year and then 
having them show up and stay busy in the willow tree for 
periods each day. 
     This amazing willow and its neighbor which got hammered 
and broke in recent Hurricane Irene: A nice ending is that the 
busted limb became a favorite backyard perch, as 
illustrated. You never know reasons for Mother Nature, but this 
worked out well for the birds. One would tend to remove the 
damaged tree, but in this case I procrastinated and observed a 
reason for not touching a thing. 
  

That is my gift from Mother Nature. 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Do You See the Bird? 
By AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

 

Take a look at my back yard photo and see if you can find the bird. 
(It was taken close to the water in Pleasantville, NJ) 

 

If you can see it, please tell me what your guess would be and 
approximately where in the photo it is located. 

Email me at: gaylord080@aol.com  
 

If over 10 responses are received, a follow-up article showing a 
close-up of the bird will be in the February issue.  

Your name will also be mentioned. 

Handcrafted bird houses 
 

Feathered Friends Log Homes All Natural  
Bird & Bat Homes 

Phone: (856) 358-8614 
Jim Kerr, 267 Canhouse Rd., Elmer, NJ  08318 

 

http://www.arborday.org/calculator
mailto:gaylord080@aol.com


4. WINTER 2011                   National Audubon’s Hog Island Leadership Class – August 2011 
                        By AAS Member, Linda Gangi - Photos of Maine by Linda Gangi - Puffin Photo (courtesy of Project Puffin) 

 

Mid-August, Becky Hedden, Alan Martens 

and I set off for Hog Island Audubon Camp 
for a week of classes and nature. Hog 
Island, located off the coast of Maine, has 
been an integral part of environmental 
education for the last 75 years. Beginning 
in 1936 the likes of Roger Tory Peterson, 
Rachel Carlson, Dr. Stephen Kress 
(founder of Project Puffin) and Kenn 
Kaufman, have helped to educate 
environmentalists and naturalists alike. As 
you can imagine we were quite excited to 
be able visit the island and share in its 
legacy.  
     The sessions were attended by the 
leaders of National Audubon chapters 
from around the country. All interested in improving their 
chapters, their impact on the environment and society in 
general. Sharing of ideas was paramount for chapter 
members and for the Audubon staff. A mixture of work and 
play made our trip a fantastic experience.  
     The topic of this year’s Leadership Class was National 
Audubon’s Atlantic Flyway Initiative. The Atlantic Flyway 
running from the Arctic along the Atlantic coast of the 
U.S., passing through the Caribbean into South American, 
is a bi-annual route used by migrating birds. Each year 
birds intent on breeding make the trip north, from the 
southern regions along this route, stopping along the way, 
relying on the available habitats needed for their survival. 
After the breeding season is finished this same route is 
taken southward to their winter destinations and warmer 
climates.   
     The purpose of National Audubon’s flyway initiative is 
to focus our attention on preserving and/or restoring as 
much habitat as possible to support these migrations. 
They have identified four major bird communities they feel 
need to be helped; forest birds, coastal and beach birds, 
salt marsh birds and grassland and shrubland birds. The 
only way to ensure the survival of these bird populations is 
to ensure the survival of their habitats. Thus the focus of 
our classes and presentations was geared towards 
learning how to achieve these goals, through discussions 
of successes and failures and examining existing projects 
and how they were implemented.  

      
We enjoyed presentations on the ecology 
of the Maine coast, the life of John James 
Audubon and the history of Project Puffin 
presented by its founder Dr. Stephen 
Kress. Classes presented by Audubon 
staff and chapter leaders covered topics 
such as Advocacy 101, Land 
Conservation Tools and Strategies, How 
to Develop an Education Program to 
Achieve Conservation Outcomes. 
Breaking into small groups, we discussed 
real life projects that could be used to 
achieve our conservation goals and then 
each group presented their findings. 
Existing Atlantic Flyway projects were 

presented such as Florida’s Bird Stewardship program, 
North Carolina’s Forest IBAs and New York City’s Project 
Safe Flight. 
     Although our days were filled with classes, we did 
manage to fit in some fun time; a sunset boat ride, a trip 
out to Eastern Egg Rock Island to see puffins, an intertidal 
romp looking for all water creatures big and small broke 
up our days and helped us appreciate the natural history 
of the area. Each morning, a 6 am optional bird walk was 
scheduled and on our last day, an Island hike. 
     And did I mention the excellent on site chef, Janni? 
Truthfully, he had his work cut out for him. Special diets 
were honored and three different kinds of lasagna were 
served the first night: Traditional lasagna, vegetarian 
lasagna and vegetarian lasagna that was lactose and 
gluten free. Imagine! I can assure you we never went 
hungry! Our last night there was topped off with a 
traditional Maine lobster dinner and, of course, optional 
chicken or London broil dinners were available. It took me 
days to adjust to not having my meals cooked and, 
truthfully, I still miss Janni.   
     If I had to sum up my visit to Hog Island with one word, 
I suppose it would be inspirational. National Audubon 
chapters across the country have dedicated themselves to 
protect our environment through education, conservation 
and stewardship. To them this is not a 9 to 5 job it is a 
24/7 job that they live and breathe every day. It is who 
they are, and it is who we are and, I for one, am glad to be 
a part of it.   

    Audubon Camp Mainland             Maine Woods                          Hog Island 



5. WINTER 2011                         My Friend the Fox Part 2 (See last August issue for part 1) by Maurice Tremblay 

Photos taken in Brigantine, NJ by Maurice Tremblay 

 

It was a morning of pending beauty. I was not disappointed in what I saw developing before me. The fantastic coloring, 

the dark sea with its crashing waves, the sweet fresh ocean breeze and the soft calling of the gulls add to a spectacle 
greater than I’ve ever seen created by man.  
     O!! How I love those morning walks. No man can create such beauty. Only 
God can. It is for this that I brave the cold and the heat of each of the season’s 
dawns. These monuments are etched in my brain forever.  
     I wasn’t the only one watching this spectacular show. I felt that 
someone/something was watching it with me. I looked to my side, surprise, there 
lay Mr. Fox. He also was looking at this spectacular site…or was he just looking 
for a handout? I like to think that he was also enjoying the works of God. 

     “Mr. Fox, It’s nice to see you again. Where have you been?” He looked at me and 
cocked his head one way and then another. “Will you walk with me?” He got up, pointed 
towards the sand dunes as if to say, “Come with me”. The dunes were now bathed in red, 
due to the sun’s glow. “Mr. Fox, do you want me to follow you?” Mr. Fox turned his head 
towards me as if to say, “Yes”. He proceeded towards a trail that led deep into the dunes 
which were now losing their morning glow.    
     “Ok, Mr. Fox, I’ll go with you.” He proceeded into a winding trail which was rather 
obscured from the beach. It was like a small valley with steep sand walls. I could see a fox 
lying down below a hole in the gray sand wall. Above the hole, there was tall grass where 
I saw two small heads protruding from it. 
     “Mr. Fox! Is this your family?” Mr. 
Fox had now joined his mate. They 
both looked at me as if to say, “Yes.”  
(see babies at top in dune grass) 
     “Mr. and Mrs. Fox, this is a 

beautiful family, I am so pleased to meet them. I would like to stay 
longer, but I must continue my walk.”  
     Mr. Fox escorted me back to the beach. There were other foxes 
on the beach. All seemed to be playing. Some were digging for small 
crabs and others were chasing each other. Maybe they were playing 
fox games. Mr. Fox joined them. I stayed and watch as they played 
around me. It was time for me to leave.  
     Foxes are not known to socialize except with their mates. These 
foxes seem to be playing and they showed no aggression. Brigantine 
foxes are numerous and, maybe, they have become more sociable 
than off island foxes. I know that a group of people are attempting to 
domesticate foxes and they are succeeding. These foxes are acting very much like dogs. I believe that some day they 
might make good pets. {ED: In meantime, always remember that they are still wild and you should not touch them.} 
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Backyard Birds & Things 
 

What a Hoot! (Courtesy of thesun.co.uk): The unlucky bird left a perfect 

imprint of its shape on a pane of glass after crashing into a window. The 
image, complete with eyes, beak and feathers was found by Sally Arnold at 
home in Kendal, Cumbria, England. Mrs. Arnold said, "Our first concern was 
for the welfare of what we suspected was an owl and we opened up the 
window to check if it was still around. Fortunately, there was no sign of the 
bird and we can only assume that it had flown away probably suffering from a 
headache." Experts from the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
confirmed the feathery fail was most likely the work of a Tawny owl because 
of its size and shape and the fact they appear in gardens more often than 
other owls. The bedroom window silhouette was left by the bird's "powder 
down”, a substance protecting growing feathers.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------------------------- 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

New Study Says Birds Learn How to Build Nests 
Rather than it Being Just an Instinctive Skill 

Reprinted with permission from BBC News – photo by Rachel Walsh 
 

Researchers from Edinburgh, Glasgow and St. Andrews Universities studied film 

of southern masked weavers recorded by scientists in Botswana. 
     This colourful species was chosen because individual birds build many 
complex nests in a season. 
     Dr. Patrick Walsh of Edinburgh University said the study revealed “a clear role 
for experience”. The research has been published in the Behavioural Proceses 
journal. 
     Individual birds varied their technique from one nest to the next and there 
were instances of birds building nests from left to right, as well as from right to 
left. As birds gained more experience, they dropped blades of grass less often. 
     “If birds built their nests according to a genetic template, you would expect all 
birds to build their nests the same way each time. However, this was not the 
case,” added Dr. Walsh. “Southern masked weaver birds displayed strong 
variations in their approach, revealing a clear role for experience. Even for birds, 
practice makes perfect.” 

Cicada on AAS member,  
Justine Brady’s Driveway – Chester, PA 

Box Turtle in AAS member, 
Kathy Peterson’s Yard   

Egg Harbor City, NJ 

Polyphemus Moth in AAS member, 
Donna Sleight’s yard in 

 Galloway, NJ 

Male Yellow Warbler – victim of 
window strike –  recovered and flew 

away – on AAS member, Justine 
Brady’s Driveway – Chester, PA 
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MORE BACKYARD BIRDS 
 

From Francis Dumont, Egg Harbor Township, NJ: Photo by Paulette Dumont 

The other day, my wife Paulette and I were sitting on our deck when suddenly 
two titmice passed over our heads, chasing each other at lightning speed. Alas, 
one of them crashed into a window and ended up landing on my shoulder, 
evidently stunned and confused. She sat there immobile for quite a while, long 
enough for Paulette to fetch the camera and take pictures. Eventually, that poor 
little creature managed to regain her breath and senses and flew away toward 
the woods, hopefully unharmed. Good for her that the window screen had 
probably softened her strike and that…I am not a cat.  
     Although it ends rather well, this story should be a reminder of how 
dangerous our houses can be for the birds. Hundreds of millions of them are killed in window strike accidents every year. 
What could we do to try and mitigate this carnage?                                    Please see these websites: www.flap.org and 
www.muhlenberg.edu/main/academics/biology/faculty/klem/ACO/GlassHome.htm   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

From AAS member, Gerrie Satz: Photo: Wordpress 

     A very young Cardinal was chirping in my back yard, hopping back and forth.  I 
stopped what I was doing (naturally) and watched this baby bird for a while. He 
went below the feeder then to the saucer bird bath nearby chirping all the way. He 
got very close to the bath, peered in and then ran away. This went on and on for the 
longest time, and finally, he worked up the courage to get real close to it…..and 
that's when the drama started. An adult catbird flew into the bath, took a drink and 
then started to bathe. The water was flying everywhere.  

     Well! The Cardinal was absolutely amazed. I could picture his mouth (oops) beak hanging open. He watched, got 
closer to the saucer and finally perched on the lip so he could see everything that was going on. Finally the catbird was 
finished bathing and left. 
     You know the rest of this story. That little sucker jumped in and took himself a bath. He has been back everyday...no 
longer afraid of the water. He owes the catbird his thanks for an important lesson.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Let’s Talk Turkey…or are you Chicken?  

Turkey in yard - from Lauren Ellis – N. Falmouth, MA 
Chicken (Smithville) & Turkey Vulture in neighbor’s tree - from AAS member, Donna Sleight (Lauren’s sister) – Galloway, NJ 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            Song Sparrows 
Pleasantville, NJ 

Submitted by AAS member, 
Gaylord Inman 

Great Egret   
El Dora Plantation, Florida 

Submitted by AAS member,  
Justine Brady 

 

http://www.flap.org/
http://www.muhlenberg.edu/main/academics/biology/faculty/klem/ACO/GlassHome.htm
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PACK ICE at 82º North! 
By Lou Newman – Sept. 12, 2011 

 

The equator is 0º latitude; the North 

Pole is 90º N; Sarasota, Florida, is 
27º N; Anchorage, Alaska, is 61º N 
and the North Slope of Alaska is 71º 
N. This trip begins at 78º N in the 
small Norwegian city of Lonyearbyen 
on the island Spitzbergen in the 
Svalbard Archipelago, some 600 
miles north of Norway and 720 
miles south of the North Pole. An 
expedition for the adventurous 
photographer, this is not a trip for 
the faint-of-heart, those subject to 
seasickness or people who do 
not adapt easily to frequent and 
last-minute change of plans. 
Those averse to cold, wind, and 
wet conditions would also be well 

advised to pass on this one. 
Inclement weather and forecast 
storms frequently result in running to 
protected anchorages. 
     Whaling, then coal mining, drew 
the first settlers to this place. 
Longyearbyen is hard to imagine. 
The school children in mid-summer 
are dressed like kids in the northern 
United States in the dead of winter. A 
bear-proof fence surrounds the 
kindergarten and guards are posted 
while children play during recess. 
You cannot leave town without a 
minimum of one rifle in the group. 
The university students, all 200 of 
them, are issued a rifle, rifle locker in 
which to keep it, and are taught to 
use it on the firing range on day one! 
     The landscape is essentially 
sedimentary rock, gravel mountains 
rising right up out of the sea. 
Glaciers are everywhere. Valleys 
have running water in summer and 
some vegetation upon which the 
Svalbard Reindeer graze, but there 
are no trees or grass as we know 

them. Many places are 
“boggy” and permafrost 
is a given. During the 
polar night the sun does 
not come above the 
horizon from late 
November until mid-
February. Although it is 
daylight 24/7 now in 
early September, the 
sun is already dropping 
below the horizon for 38 
minutes longer each 

day. And we go north 
from here! 
     The M.S. Origo is 
Swedish, from 
Goteborg. The crew of 
8, 4 men and 4 women, 
are all Swedes. The 
ship was built in 1955, is 
131 feet long and drafts 
only 11 feet, so it can go 
where larger ships 
cannot. We are 18: 12 

photographers, 4 spouses, a trip 
leader and a guide. All are Swedish 
except the guide, a British couple 
and me. The guide and 2 crew 
members are safety guards and 
carry rifles on all zodiac trips and 
landings. The bridge of the ship is 
open to all 24/7, a great place to 
escape the weather and scan the 
horizon with binoculars. 
     The pack ice is farther north than 
in other years. We reach a point 
82.08º N, the farthest north anyone 
on the ship has ever been.  We are 
less than 480 miles from the North 

Pole. The horizon, when you can 
see it, is 5 miles across the ice. 
The captain lodged the ship in pack 
ice and shut off the engines for the 
night; we drifted over 10 miles SE 
with the ice, now classified as “very 
close drift ice, over 90%,” perhaps 
99% now with very little open 
water. The ice is too thick to break 
with the hull of the ship, more than 
4 ½ feet thick in places. It is very 
difficult and very slow going as we 

move back south toward the ice 
edge. Once out of the thick pack ice 
we can travel through the thinner ice 
and water along the ice edge in 
search of our quarry -- polar bears! 
     Polar Bears can be lightning fast 
with their powerful forelimbs; that’s 
what it takes to catch and pull a seal 
out onto the ice during the instant it 
pops its head up in a breathing 
hole. Polar bears can also jump a 
remarkable distance; beware when 
one coils its rear legs.  We had three 
close calls, all while on the ship, of 
polar bears taking a swipe at crew or 
photographers who were not as alert 
to the actions of a bear as they 
needed to be. Polar bears also tried 
to board the ship twice during one 
night and had to be beaten back with 
a stick by the night watch. Polar 
bears here are endangered; they can 
only be killed in self-defense. 
     The zodiac is not as close to the 
bear as the telephoto lens makes it 
appear. Believe me, there is plenty of 
water between the boat and the 
bear. The eye-level images were 
taken through the open porthole in 
my cabin while a second person 
stood watch at the other porthole. 
Images by Lou Newman, except the 
one image in which I am scrambling 
(gray hat); the bear’s claws missed 
my leg by just eight inches. 
www.lounewmanphotography.com 

 

(Continued on Page 9) 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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                The Young Loons  
              By Dr. George Anast - Wisconsin 

 

In just three weeks time the two young loons have lost their "fuzz" and are now 

completely feathered. Their flight feathers are not quite fully grown, but will be very 
soon. They have to! The young have less than three months before leaving for the 
south. In that time they have to learn flight skills, condition themselves for the 
journey, and become self sufficient as far as food and safety are concerned. Mother 
Nature knows that and wastes no time. These birds are on schedule. You can see 
in one of the included photos they are close to the size of the adults.  

 

The family is still together and the feeding goes on. The young require an enormous 
amount of nourishment to grow this fast. The feeding goes on pretty much all day. 
Like our own kids, you can't fill them up! The birds must be gone before the lakes 
freeze. They need a running start to get up enough speed to become airborne. Their 
wings are made for long distance high speed travel. Due to their weight at maturity, 
they cannot "spring" into the air as do the ducks.  
 

The smaller lakes begin to freeze over in late October, and by Thanksgiving in 
normal years the big lakes are almost invariably frozen. Every once in a while a loon 
will get trapped on a smaller lake that freezes up over night. The local wildlife rescue 

center gets a call most years by residents who spot the birds unable to fly. The trick is to capture them and move them to 
an open lake for take-off. You can't just toss them up in the air! I'm confident this pair will make it.  
 

Loons have the ability to change their specific gravity, so to speak. They are able to adjust the amount of their body above 
water from being fully exposed to having just their back above showing. How they are able to do this is not completely 
clear, and obviously hard to measure or study. It is thought that one mechanism is to pull their feathers in tightly against 
the body thus reducing their volume. Too, they may be able to change the amount of air in the air sacs associated with 
breathing. This would have the same effect by reducing their displacement. 
 

This youngster is very low in the water with the back awash and the head out of the 
water with little or no neck exposed. I was quite close, and they don't seem to mind as 
long as you do not move quickly or get directly in their space or path. 
                          Photos show contrast of neck submerged and neck exposed. >>>>> 
 

Though the young birds are almost fully grown 
and on their own, there is still a close relationship 
with the adults. This was not a feeding session; it 
seemed "relational" more than anything else. 
The interaction lasted for about thirty seconds 
and seemed to be the same sort of thing as 
when you patted one of your kids on the head 
and said, "That's my boy!" 
 

Another beautiful day in Wisconsin and I was on the lake a half hour before sunrise. The 
lake at that hour is a magical place. The calm surface mirrors the sky, making you feel 
that heaven and earth are one. It is still, save for snatches of bird call: the eagles and the 
loons. The spell vanished with a wind a little south of west that set off a determined riffle. I now had sky and water with 
birds beginning to move. The loons were remarkably active. I dwelled more on the adults. Two on the water set off as 
though to fly, but did not. Instead they thrashed the water moving very rapidly, but making no attempt to fly. One stopped 
near me, the other kept up the "run" till it was more or less out of sight in the gloom.  
 

Two or three loons passed silently overhead in the distance, but then, just as the first rays of the sun were clearing the 
horizon, two loons flew by into the sunrise. They were silent, and I could not hear their wings, but I was able to catch them 
with the camera. The rosy sun on their white breasts made them glow, almost as if they were lighted from within. I 

suppose, were I a bit more superstitious than I am, 
I'd have considered this an omen, a good omen. 
But then the magic ceased and I was back to 
photographing birds and listening to the wind which 
slowly rose with the sun. 
     The family was out at sunrise. The adults and 
young are still together and enjoying one another's 
company. The young constantly approach and 
nuzzle the parents. No dysfunction here! 
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                EAGLES IN WISCONSIN by Dr. George Anast 
 

Watching birds in the air is a joy. They fly, seemingly with no effort whatsoever. 

Landings are a different matter. Then the bird becomes an aerial athlete, figuring 
distance, lift, and wind, so as to land precisely on a small spot coming to a 
complete stop instantly when their talons catch the perch. Talk about 
coordination! The whole landing performance is over more or less in an instant. 
Getting a photo at just the right moment is always hard, and particularly so with 
the digital camera, as there is a definite lag between pressing the shutter button 

and the shutter doing its thing.  
     Today, I came about as close as you can. 
This young bird made a spectacular landing on the very highest point of this dead 
birch. Once down,(There is an old saying among aviators that takeoffs are optional, but 
landings are obligatory.) the bird, with a few wing flaps for lift and balance, turned 180 
degrees to face the  lake. The bird then sat for almost half an hour before taking off to 
check a possible meal. That didn't pan out and the bird swung around to land on the 
other side of the island, and out of sight. 
     Three years ago, when the eagles were nesting in our yard, I observed and 
photographed the adults bringing grass to line and repair the nest. Apparently the birds 
continue to maintain the nest even though the young have been raised and are more 
or less on their own. After the young birds 
trashed the nest in our pine, the adults did a 

fair amount of repair. Sadly, they have not nested. Maybe next year. This 
morning at the island I caught the adults bringing in repair materials. Actually, 
the birds continue to build on to the nest, some becoming huge and weighing 
several hundred pounds. This nest is fairly large, but the tree it is in does not 
look like it will support anything terribly large. We'll see.  
 

Funny story on the lake -- A few years ago, a luxury home was started at 

the same time the eagles decided to nest in a tree next to the construction. 
The DNR held up the building until the young birds were raised, costing 
the owner a lot of money. When he was finally able to complete the house, 
the nest came out of the tree in a storm and fell on his roof causing 
considerable damage! His comments were not recorded… 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 

 
 

Wind Tunnel Helps Show How Birds Fly So 
Far Without Water 

By Eryn Brown (courtesy of the Los Angeles Times) 
Bar-tailed godwits photo by Rick Loomis 

 
 
 
 

Canadian Scientists discover that long-distance 
migrators burn muscle and organs instead of fat. 

 

Twice a year, bar-tailed godwits migrate more than 7,000 
miles spending summers in Alaska and winters in New 
Zealand. Bar-headed geese fly about 2,000 miles between 
Mongolia and India, clearing the top of Mt. Everest. 
     Such flights, physically draining, require birds to 
expend enormous amounts of energy without stopping for 
food or water. Scientists have wondered how they do it. 
     Now researchers think they’ve figured out how birds 
stay hydrated on their marathon journeys. 
     Observing tiny songbirds as they flew for hours in a 
state-of-the-art wind tunnel, biologists at the University of 
Western Ontario in Canada discovered that they conserve 
water by burning muscle and organs instead of fat. 
     The protein in muscle doesn’t provide as much energy 
as fat, but it can release five times as much water, enough 
to keep birds going during their nightlong flights. 

     Until recently, scientists haven’t had a way to test the 
theory. That changed with the completion of the world’s 
most advanced avian wind tunnel resembling a “giant 
steel doughnut” 150 feet long and two stories high.        
     Researchers controlled the conditions inside the 
tunnel, including humidity, temperature, altitude, and 
simulated daylight. 
     Scientists can now measure the amount of fat, protein 
and water in birds’ bodies using a noninvasive technique 
called quantitative magnetic resonance analysis (QMR). It 
is similar to magnetic resonance imaging (MRI). 
     The songbirds used in the study were Swainson’s 
thrushes – tiny creatures that weigh just over 1 ounce. 
They breed in northern Canada, spending winters in South 
America, migrating twice a year on an intercontinental 
path that takes them over the arid American Southwest. 
     Biologists captured thrushes on the north shore of Lake 
Erie, analyzing the body composition of each bird in the 
QMR device before putting the animals into the wind 
tunnel, letting them fly for about 2 ½ hours, before 
measuring their body composition again at end of flight. 
     Results gathered from the birds demonstrated that the 
thrushes were burning muscle and organs to get water.  
No birds became dehydrated, and all burned significantly 
more protein tissue under dry conditions than under wet 
conditions. Blood tests confirmed the measurements.         
     Understanding how birds use protein during migration 
could help scientists better understand the environmental 
challenges facing animals that migrate. 
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South America’s best kept secret is an area called the Pantanal. Located in southwest Brazil, it is the largest 
freshwater wetland in the world; it covers an area estimated to be between 54,000 and 75,000 square miles.  
Cattle ranching and ecotourism are the primary drivers of the local economy. Most of the cattle are Zebu-type 
cattle. I stayed at fazendas (ranches); I traveled and photographed from 4-wheel drive trucks and flat-bottom 
boats. Wildlife is both magnificent and abundant.  A sampling of the animal wildlife follows. 

Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA, 2011. Web Site:  www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Giant Anteater, has no teeth, 
eats termites and ants. 

 

Giant Anteater - just emerged 
from vegetation-choked pond. 

Uses tail to cover and 
camouflage while sleeping. 

 

                    Ocelot                                           Crab-eating Fox                                 Jaguar - powerful jaws 

        Nine-banded Armadillo                            Pantanal Caiman                                     Green Iguana 

              Brown Capuchin                                       Giant Otter                          Capybara – favorite food of Jaguars 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Birders on Cruise 
to Chile  

Discover New Bird Species? 
Permission - American Bird Conservancy 

Photo by Peter Harrison 
 

May 2, 2011 –
Two birders 
from Portland, 
Oregon, on a 
February 2009 
trip, appear 
headed toward 
a memorable 
outcome.  
     Based on 
two years of 

follow-up 
research, scientists have concluded that 
the birds Jeff Gilligan, Gerard Lillie, and 
four Irish friends saw from the deck of their 
cruise ship off the coast of Chile are likely 
members of a new species of storm-petrel.   
     The serious birders spotted what they 
thought were Wilson’s storm-petrels. On 
closer inspection, however, they noticed 
several features not consistent with that 
species, such as bellies that were too 
white and distinctive whitish wing bars. 
     After comparing pictures with various 
birding books and online reference 
materials, it began to look increasingly like 
they had found an unknown species.  
     They consulted with different experts 
and came up with the same feedback; a 
new species may have been discovered. 
     The next step was to enlist the services 
of experts to capture some birds. 
Ironically, the person who came to the 
rescue was Peter Harrison, a recognized 
international expert on seabirds, who, 20 
years earlier, had documented seeing a 
bird that may have been the same species 
in the same area. Owing to poor visibility, 
however, he discounted the sighting. 
     Harrison sought the help of two New 
Zealanders, Chris Gaskin and Karen 
Baird, who had been involved in searches 
for breeding sites of the recently 
rediscovered New Zealand storm-petrel, a 
bird that was thought to be extinct for over 
100 years. He also recruited one of Chile’s 
leading ornithologists, Dr. Michel 
Sallaberry Ayerza with the University of 
Chile-Santiago. 
     In February 2011, the team set sail 
from Puerto Monte, Chile in the Gulf of 
Ancud. After chumming the water with fish 
scraps, they spotted some of the unknown 
petrels. They were able to capture 12 
birds and took blood and feather samples, 
as well as a variety of measurements of 
weight, wings, bills, toes, etc. 
     Harrison is now working on a peer-
reviewed paper officially describing the 
new species. If accepted for publication, it 
will mark the first new seabird species in 
55 years, and the first new storm-petrel in 
nearly 90 years. 

Parrots and Crows Solve  
Same Puzzle in Their Own Way 

Earthsky.org - Image: Lukas Auersperg 
 

Keas and New Caledonian crows are both 

able to accomplish similar tasks, but go 
about it in different ways, influenced by 
different ancestry and adaptation to a 
different ecological niche. Published online 
June 8, 2011 by PLoS ONE: a research 
team from the University of Vienna and 
Oxford University describes how both 
species of birds solved the problem of 
retrieving a treat from a plastic box. 
     The kea, a mountain parrot from New 
Zealand with highly developed 
manipulative skills, is not known to use 
tools in the wild, while the New 
Caledonian crow is the only non-human 
species with a record of using tools, 
modifying them, and then passing on the 
changes to others. Both species are 
renowned for their problem solving. 
     Alice Auersperg, University of Vienna, 
and her team set up a test that gave the 
birds various possibilities for solving one 
problem. The test used a clear plastic box 
– a multi-access box (MAB) – with a food 
treat resting inside on a pedestal. 
     The birds could get at the treat in four 
different ways, two of them involving tools. 
Initially, all four options were available to 
the birds. But as the birds mastered one 
method, the researchers would block that 
entry and study the birds as they learned a 
new way to get into the box. 
     The first method involved a string 
protruding from a wall and tied to the treat; 
pulling on it yanked the treat off its 
platform. It then rolled downhill and out of 
the box. The next wall had a hold with a 
tube leading downhill to the treat; pushing 
a marble through the hole caused it to roll 
downhill and knock off the treat. The next 
wall consisted of just a hole in the wall; the 
birds had to shove a wooden rod through 
the hole to knock off the treat. The 4

th
 wall 

had a window that opened using a hook. 
     The birds’ behavior while getting at the 
food mirrored their behavior in the wild.       
     The exploratory behavior of the two 
species differed considerably. The crows 
were more efficient using the stick tool; the 
keas were more efficient with the ball tool.  
     The authors point out that the way the 
two species explore their comfort level 
with the unknown, and the way they 
manipulate objects all have a bearing on 
how they approach problem solving, 
illuminating the need to use a diversity of 
tasks when comparing cognitive traits 
between members of different species.       

How do Woodpeckers 
Avoid Brain Damage? 

 

Reprinted with Permission from 
eNature.com and birdphotos.com 

Red-bellied female and Northern Flicker 
 

There’s a reason construction workers 

don’t operate jack-hammers with their 
foreheads. Well, there are several 
reasons, but one is to avoid 
concussions. But what protects the 
woodpecker from similar injuries? 
     For starters, the wood pecker 
maintains a perfectly straight strike as 
it bores into a tree - like a machine 
almost – which minimizes the 
rotational forces on its brain. And it’s 
these rotational forces that sever 
neuronal connections and result in 

concussions. 
     Also, the 
woodpecker’

s brain fits 
snugly in its 
skull, and the 
bone around 
the brain is 
dense yet 

somewhat 
forgiving. 

Experts have 
likened this 
bone to the 

foam inside crash helmets. 
     The muscles in the woodpecker’s 
head, which contract to absorb and 
distribute shocks, provide further 
protection. The same holds true for 
the woodpecker’s tongue, the base of 
which wraps around the bird’s brain. 
     And not all 
woodpeckers 
are using their 
heads on trees 
when they’re 
making noise. 
The Northern 
flicker, also 
known as the 
Yellow-shafted 
flicker (or the 
Yellowhammer to fans of the 
University of Alabama football team) 
is known for drumming against 
buildings, trees, other solid objects – 
even cars! This behavior has been 
observed in many other woodpecker 
species, as well. 
     Flickers seem to particularly love 
the gutters of suburban homes – and 
for some reason, often pick early 
Sunday mornings to demonstrate just 
how loud they can be! 



Hubbard Squash Patties 
 

4 cups baked, drained Hubbard Squash 
1 egg, beaten 
1 cup Panko (or other) breadcrumbs 
2 scallions, finely chopped 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 

Mix well. Should be the consistency of potato pancakes.  
Add more breadcrumbs, if needed.  Shape into patties and 
place on oiled griddle or non-stick skillet.  Cook until evenly 
browned, flip and cook the other side. 
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Art Gallery 
 

AAS member, Justine Brady, West 
Chester, PA says that a paintbrush works 

just as well as a camera! 
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Hubbard Squash Recipe for People and Birds  

By AAS member, Marty Inman 
 

Start with one green, warty, tough-looking Hubbard squash. Wash it off good, cut it in two (I use a hatchet if 

Gaylord isn’t around to muscle it for me), and scoop out the seeds and stringy pulp. * Place in 3-inch large 
baking pan, add 2 cups water and seal with foil. Place in 325 degree oven, bake for a couple hours or more, 
depending on size of squash. You’ll know it’s done when the fleshy neck part is easily squished. 
     Carefully remove the squash from the oven, drain any liquid from the pan and spoon out the pulp into a 

colander. Drain for about 30 minutes. It should be the consistency of mashed potatoes before you add the milk. Now, your squash is 
ready to use in a recipe of your choice. Here are two of my family’s favorites. 

 

* When you are through with the leftover seeds and squash shell, toss outside for the wild birds to enjoy.  
Or…If you have another squash to spare, why not make a unique temporary feeder as a treat for the birds! 

 Slice the top off your squash with a sharp knife, then scoop out the insides and put them aside. 

 Drill one or more holes on each side of the shell (near the top) and insert rope string in holes to create a hanger. 

  Fill with seeds, peanuts, raisins and bits of suet - The birds will eat the goodies…as well as the feeder! 

Above:  
Golden Crown Kinglet  
Upper Left: Mallard 
Upper Right: Ibis 

 
 

Left: Canada Geese 
 
 

Right: Buffalo Heads 

Twice-Baked Hubbard Squash 
 

4 cups baked, drained Hubbard Squash 
½ cup broth, chicken or beef 
2 scallions, finely chopped 
Salt and pepper to taste 
2 Tablespoons butter 
 

Combine all ingredients, mix well (I use an electric mixer), 
and pour into a greased, oven-proof dish.  Bake at 350 
degrees for about an hour.  Goes very well with any meat.   
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Photos: Copyright 2008 Diane Alps/Cabrillo Marine Aquarium. 
 

An adult gray whale comes in for a close look at CMA's passengers aboard 
the Royal Polaris, and a green heron pokes its head out of the mangroves 

in search of fish. 
 

Join Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA), 

March 5 through March 13, 2012, for a trip 
that truly is the Journey-of-a-Lifetime, 
especially for bird fans! 
     Pacific gray whales return to San Ignacio Lagoon each year to mate and give birth. During 
this nine-day excursion we will spend three exciting days anchored in San Ignacio Lagoon 
where friendly gray whales and their curious calves swim within arm’s length of the skiffs. 
     For fans of our feathered friends this is a chance to see albatrosses, osprey, Black and 
American oystercatchers, frigate birds, a wide variety of herons and egrets, not to mention all 
the birds that hang out in the mangroves found in San Ignacio. The trip also includes 
naturalist-led visits to uninhabited desert islands where passengers will have the chance to 
see even more birds, unique habitats, and tons of other wildlife. 
 

CMA Baja Adventure website: https://sites.google.com/site/cmabajaadventure/ 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Abused Baby Boobies Grow Up to 
Abuse Other Chicks 

By Matt Walker, Editor, BBC Nature  
Reprinted with Permission from BBC Nature News 

 

Chicks abused by older birds are more likely to grow up to 

become abusers themselves, scientists have found.      
Researchers studying a colony of Nazca boobies, a 
colonial seabird, found the birds perpetuate a “cycle of 
violence”.      Juvenile birds that are maltreated by older, 
non-relatives grow up to become more violent towards 
other chicks. It is the first evidence from a wild animal that, 
as in humans, “child abuse” can be socially transmitted 
down the generations.      Details of the discovery are 
published in the journal The Auk by Martina Muller, David 
Anderson and colleagues from Wake Forest University, 
North Carolina. 
     Nazca boobies are sea-going birds that live in the 
eastern tropical Pacific, nesting on the Galapagos Islands, 
and on islands off the coasts of Ecuador, Peru and 
Colombia. Both parents tend to raise a single chick each 
year, feeding mostly on fish and the occasional squid. The 
birds nest within dense colonies, and this proximity to 
each other encourages bouts of violence to break out. 
     While parent birds are away feeding at sea, non-
breeding adults seek out 
unguarded nests and attempt to 
interact with the chicks within. 
These can be positive 
interactions, but frequently they 
are abusive; the visiting adults 
try to perform sexual acts on the 
chicks or act aggressively 
toward them. “The maltreatment 
of nestlings by adults is really 
obvious,” Dr. Anderson told BBC 
Nature. “Essentially, all nestlings 
experience some maltreatment.” 

     To better understand the causes, the researchers 
studied the interactions between a breeding colony on 
Espanola Island, Galapagos, over three breeding 
seasons. Many of the birds were ringed from birth, 
allowing the researchers to follow them over the 
subsequent years, recording their interactions with birds in 
other nests. 
     The scientists found a strong correlation between the 
frequency that Nazca booby chicks were attacked by non-
breeding adults, and the frequency that they themselves 
attacked chicks when they reached adulthood. The high 
repeatability of the behavior revealed it to be a consistent 
characteristic of each bird’s personality. The team 
believes the nestlings’ experience “conditions” them for 
life, and may even affect other aspects of the birds’ 
personalities.  
     The scientists think they can rule out a genetic cause 
for the abusive behavior, especially because the abuse is 
perpetrated between adult boobies and unrelated victims. 
“The link we found indicates that nestling experience, and 
not genetics, influences adult behavior,” said Dr. 
Anderson. He suspects that being a victim of abuse raises 
levels of stress hormones, and these hormonal levels later 
trigger aggressive behavior, completing the cycle of 
violence.  

      
 
“The cycle of violence effect 
may be a widespread cause 

of variation in the social 
behavior of vertebrates, 
having been identified in 
humans in semi-natural 

conditions, Nazca boobies in 
natural conditions, and 

several mammals in artificial 
captive conditions,” Dr. 

Anderson told BBC Nature. 

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium's Baja Trip to Meet the 
Friendly Whales and lots of birds too! 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/cmabajaadventure/
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A Rare Chance for the Endangered Spoon-billed Sandpiper  
Photo by Gerrit Vyn 

 

In the arctic tundra of eastern Russia, 

a sparrow-sized shorebird with a one-
of-a-kind beak is facing extinction, and 
a few scientists are doing all they can 
to save it. In recent years, the Spoon-
billed sandpiper’s population has 
dropped by a staggering 25 % per 
year. Fewer than 200 pairs now 
remain. So this year, shorebird experts 
from the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
and Birds Russia are enacting an emergency plan to 
begin a captive breeding program. Their hope is to stall 
the species’ decline and give scientists time to learn why 
it’s happening. 
     The Cornell Lab’s Gerrit Vyn, a photographer and 
video producer in our Multimedia Program, is in the field 
along with the scientists. He’s there to record, for the first 
time, the natural history of the Spoon-billed sandpiper on 
its breeding grounds in high-definition video and sound. 
He’ll be there throughout the brief arctic summer, and we’ll 
feature a few posts from him during his stay in 
Meynypil’gyno, Russia. In this first installment, he 
describes what’s known about the threats facing the birds, 
as well as his first encounter with Spoon-billed sandpipers 
in the wild. 
     The Spoon-billed sandpiper is likely the most critically 
endangered bird species in the world. It breeds on remote 
coastal tundra and migrates to the south through key 
staging sites in Kamchatka, Korea, and Japan. It winters 
across South China, Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar, and 
Bangladesh. But with fewer than 200 breeding pairs 
remaining, unless the rate of decline is stemmed, the 
Spoon-billed sandpiper will become extinct in a 
decade. 
     Thus far, determining the most important factors behind 
its population decline has been difficult, common problems 
for migratory species that travel large distances and live in 
multiple locations throughout the year. The two main 
factors currently thought to be at the root of the decline 
are habitat loss around key migration sites in the Yellow 

Sea, where tidal estuaries are being walled off and turned 
into land, and subsistence hunting pressure at wintering 
sites. (Some local people use nets to trap larger 
shorebirds for food, Spoon-billed sandpipers, though too 
small to eat, sometimes end up as casualties.) The loss of 
habitat to land reclamation is also causing continuing 

declines in several other shorebird species of the 
East Asian-Australasian Flyway. 
     Our destination for this project is the village of 
Meynypil’gyno - about 500 people living on a long 
gravel spit at the edge of the Bering Sea. Nearby, 
is the largest known core breeding area of Spoon-
billed sandpipers, where at least 12 pairs bred last 
year. We arrived in early June, just before the 
males arrived to begin their courtship flights and 
nesting. 
     Just inland from Meynypil’gyno is an area of 
rolling moraine hills interspersed with small tundra 

ponds. Beyond that is a range of frigid, unexplored 
mountains. When we arrived, snow was still deep in many 
areas and the main water bodies were still frozen, but 
things were thawing quickly. The weather is cold and 
windy as is to be expected for most of our stay. 
     Lately, the snowdrifts have shrunk enough for us to 
venture farther afield, on foot or by ATV. In the two weeks 
we’ve been here, the Spoon-billed sandpipers have 
returned and many are now incubating eggs. I’ve just 
come back to town after three days camping out, watching 
and recording these marvelous birds. 
     Elsewhere, bird migration has been in full swing. When 
the winds are right, there is constant passage of Common 
and Steller’s eiders, Harlequin ducks, scoters, Long-tailed 
ducks, brant, four different species of loons, assorted 
auks, Black-legged kittiwakes, and regular flocks of 50 or 
more Pomarine jaegers. Shorebirds are moving too, 
including Ringed plover, Lesser sand-plover, Red knot, 
ruff, Wood sandpiper, dunlin, Red-necked stint, and 
others. 
     There’s been mammal migration too. Gray whales 
swimming within 20 feet of the gravel shore. Many are 
feeding and just passing by, but others are using the 
coarse gravel to rub their bodies free of barnacles and 
other skin irritants. I stood knee deep in the surf and 
watched a group of three whales, within 14 feet at times, 
rolling, splashing and spyhopping (bobbing vertically in the 
water to look around). It is tempting to dive into the frigid 
waters with them, if only for a moment.     

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Photogenic Birds (Left to right): Victoria Crowned Pigeon (Adrian Pingstone); 

White-crested Laughing Jay-thrush (GardenWeb); Leucistic Blue Jay (Commons Attribution) 



17. WINTER 2011 
 

When submitting articles that have been printed elsewhere, 
PLEASE ask permission from the author before submitting. 

 

SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
FOR SPRING  (FEBRUARY 1) ISSUE 

                            

Send to: donnaSL8@comcast.net - or Mail to: 

Donna Sleight, 719 Falcon Crest Court, Galloway, NJ 08205 - Phone: (609) 377-5795 
 

Deadline for articles & photos is JANUARY 1 – Deadline for small announcements is JANUARY 25 

 

PHOTOS & ARTICLES PRESENTED FOR FUTURE PUBLICATION: Editor reserves the right to 
crop all photos and edit all articles submitted for publication according to space limitations 

(unless otherwise requested). 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

ATLANTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY 
The South Jersey Chapter of the National Audubon Society 

 

Please contact AAS through our new website: 

LOOK… www.atlanticaudubon.org 
 

For your convenience, use the PayPal symbol to renew your 
membership or donate to our WSB fundraiser online. 

 

2011 OFFICERS:   (609) numbers – exceptions noted 
 

President: Becky Hedden   384-4599  
President Elect: (OPEN) 
Vice-President: L. James Meyers:    j9ames@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Lee Ellenberg   927-5720 

Treasurer: Janice Weisgerber   748-0842 
 

DIRECTORS: 

 

Al Martens   404-7791 
Gerrie Satz   485-0754 
John & Kathy Peterson  965-5748 

Gaylord Inman  645-1470 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:  
 

Adopt-a-Road: Drosera Avenue  
   Kathy & John Peterson     965-5748 

Adopt-a-Road: Great Creek Road 
   Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
Audubon Adventures: Betsy Griffiths 652-1860 
Bird-a-thon (World Series of Birding): 
   Kris Arcuri 641-6578 
   Kevin Lippert 652-2367 
Conservation & Grants: Gaylord Inman  645-1470 

Education: Kris Arcuri  641-6578 
Field Trips: Beth Ann Spiegel 481-7761   
                 fieldtripsaas@gmail.com 

Finance: Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Fundraising: (OPEN) 
Hospitality: Gerrie Satz 485-0754 
Membership: Linda Gangi 242-5287 

Newsletter Editor: Donna Sleight  377-5795 

Programs: Becky Hedden                      384-4599 

Publicity: Edna Schaffler 978-0316 
Refuge News: Ed Bristow  641-4671  
Scholarships: Betsy Griffiths  652-1860 
Web Master: Maurice Tremblay  266-4672 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

NATURALIST: Mike O’Brien                   (215) 726-0297 

 

Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge 
4 Sawmill Road, Medford, NJ 

(856) 983-3329 ext. 106 

http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html  
 

Tri-State Bird Rescue 
110 Possum Hollow Road, Newark, DE 

(302) 737-9543 – 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 

Toms River Avian Care (raptors and endangered only) 
1916 Kenilworth Court, Toms River, NJ 

(732) 255-9270 
 

Wildlife Aide, Atlantic County area: 609-927 0538 
Beatrice Stowe, Cumberland County area: 856 765 3467 
 Freedom Center, Burlington County area: 856 366 4114 

 

To report marine strandings (NO Birds): 
Marine Mammal Stranding Center 

3625 Brigantine Blvd., Brigantine, NJ 
(609) 266-0538 

  
Additional info: http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

“ON-GOING event” - Every Meeting 

Books Available (donation suggested) 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED (new or used): nature items for 
our table - books you have finished (no novels). 
IDEAS: plant cuttings, seeds, bulbs, small plants, any 
item with a “nature” theme: jewelry, calendars, books, 
humming bird feeders, bird houses, etc. 

Please make sure donations are clean. Thank you! 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

PLEASE HELP !!! 

        
ROAD CLEAN-UPS: 

 

Don’t assume someone else will do 
it – this is YOUR planet too. 

 

Drosera Avenue: December 4 

Contact: Kathy & John Peterson: (609) 965-5748 
Meet 9:00 am at Drosera & Cologne avenues 

 

Great Creek Road: December 17 

Contact: Gaylord Inman: (609) 645-1470 
Meet 8:00 am at Rte 9 & Great Creek Road 

EMERGENCY Wildlife Contacts: 
 

mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE:                         Atlantic Audubon Society  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 (I understand that ALL my dues will support local chapter goals and activities.) 
 

As a member, The Atlantic Currents color newsletter is available to you by email. 
To begin receiving your free issues of Atlantic Currents, please sign up at: 

AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net – leave your name & email contact 

 
************************************************************************************************** 

Membership: (     ) $20 One Year       (     ) $35 Two Year      (     ) $15 Students/Seniors 
 

Please make check out to Atlantic Audubon Society - Mail check and membership form to: 
Atlantic Audubon Society PO Box 63, Absecon, NJ 08201 

 
***Please Print Information*** 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________ 
 
Phone: _______________________ * Email: _____________________________________ 

                                                                              (Required for free color version newsletter) 
 

Are you interested in helping with a committee or a board position?   YES (     ) NO (     ) 
 
What are some of your interests? _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To keep your newsletters 
arriving without 

interruption, please do not 
forget to keep your contact 

information up-to-date. 
 

This includes changes of: 
Address 

Phone Number 
Email 

 

Email changes to: 
donnaSL8@comcast.net 

OR 
AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net 

OR Call: 
(609) 377-5795 

 
Please keep your membership 
current by sending renewals to 

address on application. 
 THANK YOU! 

 

mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net

