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wildlife; to work for preservation and sustainability of natural ecosystems; to increase 
public knowledge and awareness of environmental issues through education; and to 
provide an avenue for individual participation in affecting environmental policy at all 
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Programs are held at the Galloway Library - 306 E. Jimmie Leeds Road, Galloway Township, NJ  
7:30 pm on the 4th Wednesday of every month - There are no meetings in November or December 

Light refreshments served - Please feel welcome to bring your own coffee/soda/water 
 

www.atlanticaudubon.org - Use the PayPal symbol to renew your membership or donate to our WSB fundraiser online. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

NOTICE! The February meeting WILL be 
held at the Galloway Library, after all.  

 
Please come to the library, as usual. 

 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
General meeting programs and field trip information will be 
sent to you via AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net  
Watch your email for announcements each month. 

 

TAKE NOTE: Page 17 is your information page to all 

contacts and road clean-ups. See the new “Emergency 
Wildlife Contacts.” Please keep it handy for reference. 
 

We would like to keep this list correct and current, so if at 
any time you know of additional places to add to the list, 
please send to: donnaSL8@comcast.net 

(If known, please include types of wildlife they service.) 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Be Part of Something Big! 
The 15th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count 

February 17-20 – www.birdcount.org 
Discover and help the birds in your community 

 

Fun - Family-friendly- Educational 
Open to all ages and skill levels! 

It’s FREE! 
 

Each year, tens of thousands of people 

throughout the U.S. and Canada take 
part. Participants count in their 

backyards, out their office windows, at local parks or nature 
centers, and absolutely anywhere else! You can spend as little 
as 15 minutes counting birds, or make a whole weekend of it. 
People of all ages and all levels of bird-watching experience are 
welcome… and you can count by yourself, or with a group.  
     You can explore which species have been seen in their 
community, state, or province using maps and charts on the 
GBBC website.  

Make the birds in your neighborhood count! 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Cape May Trip - November 12, 2011 
By AAS member, Janice Weisgerber 

Photos of Collared -dove by Susan Allen 
 

The trip that was supposed to be a weekend trip ended up 

to be a Saturday trip only, but with some really good 
sightings. We got a wonderful view of the Collared-dove 
that had been hanging around Cape May.  
     There were seven of us in total. Five were Atlantic 
Audubon members (Bill Schipper, Kevin Inman, Kris 
Arcuri, Janice Weisgerber, and Kay Wilsbach), along with 
Susan Allen, a wonderful photographer who I work with at 
Stockton College…and her mother Sheryl.  
     We had the usual fall/winter ducks, gulls, and backyard 
birds, but the highlight was definitely the Collared-dove 
and Susan was able to get 
a very good picture for us. 
Bill was very lucky to find 
the White-winged dove 
later in the day after Kris 
and I had left.  
     All in all, it was a good 
day for birding and I hope 
we can entice more people 
to come out for these trips.    
     Even though this was a 
low turn-out for this one, it 
turned out to be a "great" 
day!!! 
 

Getting Involved 
 

If you are just interested or would like to become 
involved in our Chapter activities, think about 

sitting in on one of our board meetings. 

 

http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
http://www.birdcount.org/
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Ducks on Lake’s Bay, Egg Harbor 

Township, NJ 
Photos by Bart Bullock and AAS member, 

Gaylord Inman - January, 2012 
 

Red-breasted mergansers (left) 
 

Horned grebes below were seen on several 
visits with the highest number at twelve.  

 Other species seen besides the ones shown 
below included: Mallard, Hooded-merganser, 

Bufflehead, and Brant.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------ 

REFUGE NEWS by AAS member, Ed Bristow 

Now in operation 
“Snow-Birding at Forsythe” or the “Blue Goose Special”! 

 

On the last Saturday of January, February 

and March, the recently acquired jitney will 
be in service to provide a guided tour of the 
Forsythe Wild Life Drive. Departure time is 
1:00 PM from the Visitor Information Center, 
and reservations are strongly recommended.   
     Although there is no charge, we are 
asking that each participant make a donation 
to help us fund the operation – i.e. gas, 
repairs, etc. Tour lasts about 2 hours - - all this depending 
upon the weather. 
     Large numbers of ducks, geese and swans can be 
seen and Bald eagles have been frequent visitors. A few 
shorebirds are still seen occasionally, but with colder 
weather we expect to see them depart for warmer places. 
Look especially for the Tundra swans, Atlantic brant and 
Snow geese. The Bald eagles have been seen most 
frequently on the Osprey nest site closest to the 
boardwalk, or on the tower near Jen’s Trail. Diving ducks 
such as Ruddy and Buffleheads can be seen in the bay or 
along the waterways next to the Wildlife Drive. Hooded 
mergansers and Red-breasted mergansers have also 
been common.  
     The refuge staff has been augmented with the arrival of 
a new deputy manager, Chivia Horton. Also expected to 

be in place is a temporary ranger who will be working 
under Don Freiday, our visitor services chief with special 
emphasis on educational efforts in conjunction with the 
Friends of Forsythe Educational Committee.   

     Several members of that group appeared on NJ 
TV recently with the filming of a program on oil 
spills, presented to the Absecon Schools’ fifth 
graders as they investigated the best materials to 
help clean up oil spills and also cleaning oil soaked 
critters using bird feathers. Participating Friends 
were George Morgan and Les Murray (Committee 
co-chairs), Marjo Atack, and Dr. Ed Bristow. 
     “Friday Bird Walks with Freiday”: Don is leading 

walks focused on birds, as well as any other items of 
interest, every Friday morning in January, February and 
March, weather permitting, from 8:00 to 10:00 AM. Walks 
will leave from the Visitor Center. No fee or registration is 
required. Learn about identifying birds through their 
behavior, location and physical characteristics. 
     The Friends are still looking for more volunteers to help 
in the Visitor Center, surveys, clean-ups and other 
activities. If you can spare an hour or more at times of 
your choosing, contact Sandy Perchetti at 573-5751 
Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM for 
additional information. Also join us on the third Friday of 
each month at 7:00 PM in the Refuge Auditorium for “An 
Evening at Forsythe”. A variety of speakers and programs 
present programs related to nature and wildlife, as well as 
problems facing all of us as we deal with climate change.  

 
Redhead 

(left) 
 

Pair 
Greater-scaup 

(right) 
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Turn Your Yard into a Red Zone  
National Wildlife Federation 

If you live where they do, it’s fairly easy to woo the birds to 
your garden.  

Writer Melanie Radzicki McManus is based in Wisconsin 
Photo by Howard Cheek 

 

Northern cardinals are more than just 

pretty faces. They're also talented 
musicians, with both males and females 
singing expansive songs. Some 
populations move around during winter, 
but there is no traditional north-south 
migration for these birds. That means if 
you can interest cardinals in your yard, 
you can enjoy them year-round. 
     Once found only in the southeastern U.S., cardinals 
greatly expanded their range during the last century and 
today can be seen throughout the eastern two-thirds of the 
country and parts of southern Canada. Jim Pease, an 
extension wildlife specialist at Iowa State University said, 
"The most likely factor is the increasing popularity of bird 
feeding." 
     If you're fortunate enough to live in cardinal territory, it's 
not difficult to lure the birds to your landscape. "Plant 
shrubby vegetation—preferably varieties that will produce 
edible fruits," says George H. Harrison, National 
Wildlife field editor and backyard birding expert. The birds 

prefer thickets and evergreens for nesting and roosting 
and are known to eat more than 100 kinds of seeds and 
fruits. Native plants that provide these foods include 
shrubs such as: serviceberry, flowering dogwood, 
arrowwood viburnum, and trees such as: eastern red 
cedar, white pine, and elm. Cardinals also feed on insects, 

particularly during the long nesting season. 
     To attract cardinals to feeders, set out 
sunflower and safflower seeds, cracked corn 
or apples, placing on a sturdy platform or 
hopper-feeder near shrubs or other cover. 
Don't expect cardinals to use a tube feeder, 
says David Bonter, head of Cornell 
University's Project FeederWatch. The birds 
find its dainty cylindrical perches difficult to 
stand on. Water, used for drinking and 

bathing, is also an important habitat element. 
     Since cardinals are aggressive, territorial creatures, 
you'll probably only attract one pair during nesting season. 
Don't be startled if your new resident suddenly begins 
rapping on your windows; he/she likely sees its reflection, 
believing it's a rival. If this happens, break the bird's 
reflection by marking the window with soap or hanging 
streamers on the outside. 
     During temperate months, cardinals are most often 
seen feeding at dusk and dawn. But during winter, when 
food is scarcer and territorial thoughts diminish, cardinals 
drop by throughout the day…and often bring friends.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Sunrise in Pleasantville, NJ - by AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

 

View of Atlantic City Casinos 
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Sandhill Cranes and Ducks from Arizona 
By Dr. George Anast 

 

Birding has been slim this season. For reasons I cannot 

explain our local birds are all but absent, even stalwarts 
like the Cactus wren are nowhere to be seen. The 
feeder is abandoned most of the time. Rarely, one of the 
cardinals comes by, but the Curved-billed thrasher, 
always a regular, has not returned.  
 

I did get out to Whitewater. The place is full of ducks. 
Pictured below are the Cinnamon Teal - beautiful birds. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Cranes are abundant, but a bit quirky in their habits. Pictured 
above, is a family group landing. The cranes mate for life, and the 
young birds travel with the parents the first year, as pairs, or groups 
of three or four are common. They are most elegant in flight and a 
joy to behold. 
 

The birds started returning to the Draw about 11:30. They came in 
droves for half an hour or so and largely landed in one area. 
Something startled them and they took off en-mass. Between the 
wings and the vocalizing, it was pandemonium for several minutes until they settled down and returned. I would love to 
know what set them off, and how they rose seemingly at the same moment. It was quite a sight. 

 

This is a good representation of the birds. 
Notice the color differences.  

 

Description: Sandhill cranes are tall, long-necked, heavy-bodied birds, 
measuring about 45 inches from bill tip to tail. Lesser Sandhill cranes 
average about 10 percent shorter in height. During summer, adult 
Sandhill cranes have rust-colored bodies, wings, and tails subtly shaded 
with gray; necks are entirely gray. In winter, rust coloration is mostly 
absent, replaced by pure gray. Variable amounts of reddish-brown may 
appear in the wings. In all seasons, legs and bills are black, and crown 
is red. Juvenile Sandhill cranes have mostly rusty brown upperparts and 
gray underparts, with no red cap. I take it the completely brown birds are 
juveniles. Too, it may be that the molt from summer to winter colors is 
irregular and individual from bird to bird. Great birds and always fun to 
photograph. 

 

The birds leave at dawn, return just before noon, leave again to feed around 3:00 to 4:00 PM, returning again at sundown. 
 

I'm hooked! 
 

I could sit all day 
watching these 
birds come and 

go.  
 

In flight they are 
the most graceful 

and elegant of 
beings, and as you 
watch, you have to 

ask yourself,  
 

"How can this 
be?" 
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A Fantasy Shattered  
By AAS member, Maurice Tremblay 

 

For many years I had a love for 

horses and I still do. My horse was 
an Appaloosa and we were great 
friends. I would often ride him on 
the wooded trails in the area that I 
lived. One nice thing about riding a 
horse is that you can approach 
wildlife and they don’t seem to be 
afraid. Of course, a group of 
yakking riders will scatter wildlife.  
One of the joys of riding was my 
ability to approach wildlife. I felt 
that I belonged…that wildlife 
accepted me as one of them…not something to fear. 
     In my early days of riding, I would think of a horse as 
a plaything. The cowboy in me would emerge. The horse 
was just a toy. I would often have fantasies of performing 
heroic feats, such as I had seen cowboys on television 
do. One day I had an opportunity to perform such a feat, 
but this fantasy was soon shattered.  
     I would often picture myself doing the heroic deed of 
stopping a beautiful girl’s runaway horse. I could see 
myself standing next to my spanking white steed, when 
suddenly, the mount of a beautiful girl would bolt and 
she would not be able to stop it. I would spring into the 
saddle of my mount, gently urge him into a fast gallop 

and quickly overtake the runaway horse; next I would 
grab the runaway’s bridle. Now, I would quickly pull both 
horses to a stop. People, who had seen me perform this 

gallant act, would rush up to me and 
commend me on my quick thinking. I 
would be the hero of the day.  
     The day finally arrived when such 
an event did happen. I was cleaning 
my manure-stained horse, when 
suddenly, the mount of a girl bolted 
and she could not stop it. I scrambled 
upon my unsaddled horse’s back, 
kicked him into a fast gallop and 
slowly overtook the runaway horse. 

With some difficulty, I finally grabbed the 
runaway’s bridle. As I prepared to stop both horses, a 
tree limb suddenly appeared in front of me. Panic surged 
within me: I released the other horse and desperately 
tried to steer my horse from the branch’s path. But, it 
was too late. My horse ran under the limb: I was swept 
over his rump and into the cold water of a large mud 
puddle. As I sat in my mud puddle, covered with mud, I 
could hear the distance laughter of those who had 
witnessed my grand fiasco. 
     After this fiasco, I realized that fantasies such as I 
had created happen only to cowboys who had their 
heroic acts well planned. I realize that my horse was an 
animal to be respected, not a toy, and our friendship 
began and lasted till he died.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 
 
 

 
 

An old-fashioned way to treat your loved ones to a southern treat… 
If the birds are lucky enough to get a few leftover crumbs, they’ll thank you for that, too. 

Or…you can just give the birds a real treat and spoon the whole pan out for them! 
 

This dish should go right from the oven to the table, so plan your cooking schedule accordingly for best results. 
 
1 cup white cornmeal 
3 cups milk 
1 teaspoon salt 
2 tablespoons butter or margarine 
4 eggs, separated 
 

- Mix cornmeal, milk and salt together in top of double boiler.  

- Cook over boiling water to a thick mush, about 15 minutes, 

stirring constantly at the finish. 

- Add butter. Cool mixture slightly and add beaten egg yolks. 

Fold in stiffly beaten egg whites. 

- Pour mixture into a well-greased, 12 X 8 X 2” shallow baking 

dish. Bake 400° for 30 minutes.  

- Serve immediately with butter, spooning right from the 

baking dish. Makes 8 servings. 

Valentine’s Day Spoon Bread 
By AAS member, Martha Inman 

Photo: Roseate spoonbill courtesy fotospaziergaenge.de 
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Justine Brady’s back yard in West Chester, PA 

Pileated woodpecker – Red cardinal - Great Blue heron - Deer  
 

Bluebird photos were taken in November! 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

Justine describes this female 
Boat-tailed grackle (right) as 

“friendly” and “distinctly 
vocal” 

Georgia/Florida state line 
 

Turkey vulture (left)  
park near  

New Smyrna Beach, FL 
 

Black vultures (bottom left) 
Osprey (bottom right) 

               Cape Canaveral, FL 
 

Smyrna Park, FL has a 
tracking station for 

Canaveral's blast offs. 
 

This Osprey had just caught a 
fish and finished it by the time 

picture was taken.  
 

Its nest used to be there, but 
was ruined in a storm. 

 

He still perches there and 
complains when other birds 
come near (a wild whistle).  

Awesome. 
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Gopher Turtles in Florida  
By AAS member, Justine Brady 

 

The gopher tortoise is a very important part of the local ecology. As in any 

food web, if you start taking certain flora or fauna out of the equation, then 
you can adversely affect the survival of that ecosystem. The gopher 
tortoise is especially important because the burrows, which are dug by the 
tortoises, also provide homes for other animals, such as indigo snakes, 
gopher frogs, mice, foxes, skunks, opossums, rabbits, quail, armadillos, 
burrowing owls, snakes, lizards, frogs, toads and other invertebrates. 
Gopher tortoise burrows are home to about 250 species of animals at one 
time or another.  
     Some species share the burrows with the tortoises and others utilize 

abandoned burrows. Since the burrows are used by so many species, it does not take a rocket scientist to see that 
removing the tortoises from the local habitat would leave many animals without homes. True, some of these animals will 
be able to relocate, but there are a few species that are found only in these burrows. 
     The Gopher tortoise digs and lives in burrows, making them their homes. The burrow provides protection from 
predators and the elements, and also during extreme conditions on the surface such as: drought, freezing weather, and 
fires. The burrows can vary in length and depth, and these variables are usually determined by the level of the water 
table. Burrows can be as short as about 6 - 10 feet long, but they average around 30 feet with a record of approximately 
50 ft. (Ashton 2001). Depths vary from around 3 - 20 feet deep. The burrows vary in shape, with most being straight or 
with only slight curves. 
     This species of Gopher tortoise is the state reptile of Georgia and the state tortoise of Florida. 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
 

An Iroquois Legend 
Excerpt from "The Meaning of Trees"  

Author: Fred Hagender, Chronicle Books, 2005 
Submitted by AAS member, Gayord Inman 

 

The Iroquois legend of "The Hunting of the Great Bear" 
relates how four brothers were hunting Nyahgwaheh, an 
enormous bear. After a long and arduous chase, they 

finally struck him down at the top of a mountain. They made a fire, 
cooked the bear and ate. When they were replete they looked down 
and saw thousands of small sparkling 
lights beneath and around them. They 
were no longer on the mountain top, 
but up in the sky! The bones of the 
bear came back to life and started to 

run, and the four brothers grabbed their spears and followed him across the 
skies. And they still do, because the four brothers make up the constellation of the 
Great Bear. Every autumn, when they kill him, so the legend says, the bear's blood 
falls down from the heavens and paints the maple leaves scarlet. 
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Marsupials of Australia 
Images: Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA 

Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 

Marsupials of Australia from a recent 18 
day cruise/25 day trip that included West 
Australia, South Australia, Tasmania and 
New Zealand.  
      
In addition to the educational and scenic 
wonders, I was captivated by the animals 
of Australia and the birds of New Zealand.  
 
 

The Kangaroo is a national symbol of Australia; its image is used as an emblem on 
the Australian coat of arms, on some of its currency, as well as by some of Australia's 
well known organizations, including Qantas. 
     Kangaroos have large, powerful hind legs, large feet adapted for leaping, a long 
muscular tail for balance, and a small head. Grey kangaroos, which are in these 
pictures, stand up to 8 feet tall and weigh up to 200 pounds.   
     Joeys are born the size of a lima bean, but grow rapidly in the pouch. After sticking 
their heads out for a few weeks, joeys make their full emergence from the pouch at 
about 190 days. They leave the pouch for the last time at about 235 days. Average life 
spans of kangaroos in the wild are 6 to 8 years. 

 

 
 
 

Tasmanian Devils (carnivorous marsupials the size of a small dog) are ferocious when feeding, having the strongest bite 
per unit of body mass of any living mammal. -- Wombats dig extensive burrow systems. They have adapted, so they do not 

throw dirt on their young, by having a backward-facing pouch. -- The Australian Dingo is a free-roaming wild dog. 
 

Koalas are marsupials; they are not bears. Koala with a joey clinging on her back. They feed exclusively on Eucalypt leaves.  
Emus are flightless. They are the largest birds native to Australia. 

 

Pinnacles Desert  
Nambung National Park  

                     Western Australia 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Birds and Animals  
of New Zealand 

Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA.   
Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 

 

Birds have a special place in the folklore of New Zealand’s 
indigenous Maori, who believed them to be messengers from 
the spirit world. Until the arrival of humans roughly 1,000 
years ago, there were no mammals (except bats) and no 
large land predators. As a result, New Zealand has more 
species of flightless birds than any other country. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Tui is one of the largest  
members of the honeyeater 

family. They are recognizable 
by a distinctive white tuft 

 of feathers under the throat. 
 

The Takahe is a large flightless bird in 
the rail family native to New Zealand.  

It almost became extinct and is still one 
of the rarest birds in the world. 

 

The Red-billed gull is a small gull 
found in New Zealand.  

It is similar in appearance to the 
Silver gull of Australia. 

 

The Kaka is one of New 
Zealand’s three native 

parrots. 
 

Hector’s dolphin, found only in 
New Zealand, is one of the 

smallest and rarest cetaceans at 
only 1.4 meters long. 

 

 

New Zealand  
Fur seals are the most 
common seals in these 

waters. 
 

The Blue or Little penguin 
is the world’s smallest, 
living in underground 

burrows, coming ashore 
only after dark. 

 

The Spotted shag is one 
of eight species of 

Cormorants endemic to 
New Zealand. 

 

The Australasian harrier 
a.k.a. the Kahu is a bird 
of open country often 

seen soaring and 
searching for prey. 

 

Dunedin Harbor, South Island 
The flowering yellow shrubs are 

Gorse imported from Scotland and 
now considered a real nuisance. 

 

Milford Sound, South Island 
Fjordland has achieved world heritage 

status. Nowhere else in Fjordland do the 
mountains stand so tall straight  

out of the sea. 
 

Doubtful Sound, South Island  
Though beautiful, the western side of 

the mountainous South Island is rough, 
windy, rainy and relatively inhospitable, 

therefore, sparsely settled. 
 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Rare Asian Hooded Crane Found in 
U.S. after ‘Taking Wrong Turn’ 
Reprinted with permission from The Telegraph 

www.telegraph.co.uk 
Photo by Alamy 

 

A rare Asian Hooded crane, normally seen only in south-

east Asia, China and Japan, apparently “took a wrong 
turn” and has joined Sandhill cranes wintering at the 
Hiwassee Refuge in southeast Tennessee, bird experts 
say, drawing flocks of curious birdwatchers along with it. 
     “It’s a great thrill,” said Melinda Welton, conservation 
chair for the Tennessee Ornithological Society and a bird 
migration researcher. “People are coming in from all over 
the country to see this bird.” 
     Ms. Welton said local birdwatcher Charles Murray has 
been keeping a log of visitors to the town of Birchwood, 
near the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency Refuge. 
“He has had more than 700 people come and visit from all 
over the country to see this bird,” she said. “People have 
come from 26 states and from two countries, including 
Russia.” The bird has been seen every day since mid-
December, when the Sandhill cranes arrived for their 
winter residency at the refuge. 
     Ms. Welton said this particular type of crane “nests in 
southern Russia and northern China and winters in 
Japan.”  

     The TWRA said in a release that more than 8,000 of 
the Hooded cranes – approximately 80% of the world’s 
population of the species – winter on the Japanese island 
of Kyushu. 
     It is unlikely that the bird escaped from captivity, Ms. 
Welton said, since there are no bands or other markings. 
Instead, she said that it probably is a happy freak 
occurrence that brought it to Tennessee. “There have 
been other records of birds that take a wrong turn,” she 
said. “And now that he’s on the North American continent, 
it looks like he’s associating with his closest relatives.” 
     In addition to the Asian crane and the flock of 
Sandhills, Whooping cranes are wintering at the refuge. 
This is the highlight of the century for southeast 
Tennessee. Likely, there have never been three different 
crane species visible in the wild east of the Mississippi 
River before.” 
     Bald eagles also are a common sight at the refuge that 
is about a 45-minute drive north of Chattanooga. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
 

Hummingbirds Shake their Heads to Deal with Rain 
By Rebecca Morelle – Science Reporter, BBC News 

Reprinted with Permission from BBC News – Camera footage photos of Anna’s hummingbird: University of California, Berkley 
 

Slow-motion footage has revealed how a hovering hummingbird is able to 

cope with wet weather. The cameras show how a hummingbird shakes its 
head to get rid of the water. They show that the delicate bird shakes its 
head with such acceleration that it can reach a g-force of 34 (Formula 1 
racing cars typically reach less than 6g). 
     This mid-air maneuver takes just 0.1 seconds and removes almost all 
of the water droplets from its feathers. The research is published in the 
journal of the Royal Society Interface. 
     Professor Robert Dudley, one of the authors of the study, from the 
University of California, said: “It is the extreme mobility – its head is going 
through 180 degrees in a 10

th
 of a second or less – it is just extraordinary.” 

     Artificial rain: The Anna’s hummingbird is found in cloud forests and the 
neo-tropics where rainy days are common, and is able to remain active, 

even in very wet weather. 
     The Anna’s hummingbird high-speed drying technique could inspire engineers. Yet, until now, nobody knew how the 
bird did it. To find out, the researchers trained their hi-tech cameras on a bird as it fed from its feeder, and then sprinkled it 
with water. 
     Lead author of the study Dr. Victor Ortega-Jimenez, from the University of California, Berkeley, said: “We simulated 
three different types of rain – and the hummingbirds did this extreme oscillation in light, medium and heavy rain. “It seems 
it is a common behaviour of hummingbirds.” 
     The researchers were surprised that the hummingbirds were able to 
generate such extreme forces while in flight. 
     Professor Dudley said: “We know visual information is the key to 
flight control, and, obviously, when you are shaking your head, you 
don’t have that input of flight acceleration, and yet they remain basically 
stable – they are not falling out of the air.” 
     The scientists said their findings could help engineers to develop 
micro air vehicles that could cope with unsettled weather or even 
washing machines with an improved drying spin. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
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              Guidelines for Building Your Own Bird House 
                     A Great Winter Project! 

 

 Use an acrylic paint that is weather resistant if you are going to hang your house 
outside. 

 Use a glue gun or glue, like E-6000, as water-based glues won’t hold well outdoors. 

 Keep decorations to a minimum, as birds like to pick and pull at things. 

 Don't build a house just for birds. Build houses, nesting boxes, and other structures 
with specific types of birds in mind, because each species has different size and 
entrance-hole requirements. A hole cut to the correct size keeps unwanted birds out. 
Drill all holes (entrance and ventilation) at a slight upward angle to prevent rain from blowing in. 

 Wood is the preferred material for birdhouses. Metal does not provide heat insulation. Use only pine, cedar, 
redwood, or cypress (not treated wood or plywood) for functional birdhouses. 

 Assemble cedar and redwood birdhouses with galvanized screws or concrete-coated or ring-shank nails. If 
you don t, the joints will eventually loosen. For pine houses, use standard fasteners. 

 Always build the birdhouse so that the sides enclose the floor. This keeps rain from seeping into the 
sidewall/floor joint. To slow deterioration of the floor, recess it 1/4". 

 Make the front edge of the birdhouse roof overhang at least 2". The overhang protects the entrance hole from 
rain and keeps predators from reaching in from above. 

 Always build them with a hinged side or roof for ease in cleaning (before and after nesting season). Use rust-
proof hinges and either a screw closure or a pair of roofing nails and wire to discourage raccoon raids. 

 Drill at least four 3/8" diameter drain holes in bottom of house (except on designs for bluebirds and wood 
duck nest boxes). Drain holes allow rain and condensation to escape. Clear them every time you clean the house. 

 For ventilation in all birdhouses (except duck boxes), drill at least two 5/8" holes near the top on both sides . 
Wood provides great insulation, but interiors can overheat. 

 NO Perches! Perches encourage sparrows and European starlings, which compete with -- and often kill -- songbirds. 

 Do not paint, stain, or treat with preservative the inside of a birdhouse. Coating the exterior back (most prone to 
rot) with preservative, or paint is okay. Baby birds often peck at interiors, and treated wood could poison them. 

 Firmly attach all houses to a support post, building, or tree. If you think that cats and/or raccoons will be a 
problem with a post mount, discourage them with sheet-metal shields tacked to the post. Or, smear the post with 
grease. Wren houses can swing suspended from an eave or tree limb with a two-point suspension system. 

 How high to mount a birdhouse? Most songbirds nest in a range of from 4’ to 15' above the ground. Remember, 
though, that you need to reach it for cleaning. And remember to provide shade for at least part of the day. 

 Avoid territorial fights: Space houses for songbirds at least 20' apart. Space bluebird houses 100 yards apart. 
Purple martins and wildfowl, such as wood ducks, do not defend their territories. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------- 
 

Fossil Allows Researchers to Distinguish Sex of 
Ancient Bird-Like Creature - by Frank Indiviglio 

 

Pterosaurs (incorrectly labeled “Pterodactyls”) flew 

the skies during the Mesozoic Era, 220-65 million years 
ago. The huge head crests sported by many have 
baffled scientists since the first specimen was found in 
1784. A recently discovered fossil hints that sexual 
dimorphism may be involved, and has allowed 
researchers to determine the sex of fossilized 
Pterosaurs for the first time.  
     Technically, Pterosaurs are flying reptiles, not birds, 
yet they possess many bird-like qualities. Taxonomy is 
constantly blurring the lines between various groups 
(birds are now considered “modern dinosaurs”, closely 
related to crocodilians), so perhaps Pterosaur 
classification may change in the 
future… 
 

Mysterious Head Ornamentation: 
Sixteen Pterosaur families are 
known, with certain species bearing 
head crests that are up to 5 times the 
height of their skulls. Those without 

crests were alternately considered to be juveniles, a 
different sex or a different species from crest-bearing 
individuals. Therefore, their taxonomy and natural 
histories remained cloudy.  
 

Fossil Detective Work: The finding that led to our most 
recent peek into Pterosaur life is a Darwinopterus fossil 
found in northeastern China. The specimen bore no 
crown, and, as it was fully-developed, it is believed to be 
a female. Other Darwinopterus Researchers now believe 
that the species is sexually dimorphic, with males using 
crests to attract mates or intimidate rivals.  
     This new information should help in unraveling the 
natural histories of these interesting creatures, taking us 
past identification and into an understanding of how they 
lived and why they disappeared. Harried museum 

curators may find it a mixed blessing, as 
Pterosaur collections must now be re-
evaluated as to species identity. 
 

     Pterosaurs had hollow bones, keeled 
breastbones, and powerful flight 
muscles. Once believed to be gliders, it 
is clear that Pterosaurs were capable of 
actual flight. 
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Good News for a Bad-luck Bird 
First photos of Black-capped petrel chick 

 renew hope for endangered seabird 
Photo of chick by J. Volquez, Grupo Jaragua – photo of 
older chick by James Goetz, Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 

 

Ithaca, NY--Friday the 13th is turning 
out to be a lucky day for a Caribbean 
seabird whose eerie night-time calls 
have long haunted visitors to its cliff top 
breeding grounds. Today, a crew of 
researchers is launching an expedition 
to search for additional nesting sites in 
the Dominican Republic. The expedition 
caps a headline year for the endangered 
Black-capped petrel.  
     First, scientists working in Haiti 
obtained the first-ever photos of a 
chick—a fist-sized ball of gray fluff that 
was discovered at a nest inside a mountaintop cave. Then 
the International Black-capped Petrel Conservation Group 
brought together from 12 countries to produce the first 
comprehensive conservation action plan for the species. 
     The Black-capped petrel is known as the diablotín, or 
“little devil” in Spanish, probably because of its spooky 
cries. Best estimates suggest that fewer than 2,000 
breeding Black-capped petrel pairs remain. The crow- 
sized birds nest only in the Caribbean, but feed as far 
away as Gulf Stream waters off the Mid-Atlantic United 
States. 
      “Finding this nest shows both that 
gems of biodiversity are yet to be found 
in Haiti, despite its environmental and 
economic troubles, and that there’s still 
time to save rare species if we act 
swiftly,” said James Goetz, a Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology graduate student 
who has helped lead the project. 
     The nest, containing a single egg 
and an incubating adult petrel, was 
discovered on March 3, 2011, by Jairo 
Arache of Grupo Jaraqua. On return visits in April, May, 
and June researchers photographed, but did not handle 
the growing chick as it waited for its parents to return with 
food. An automatic camera showed that adults visited the 
nest for an average of 80 minutes every couple of nights, 
typically between 9:00 PM and midnight. 
     Upon finding the nest, the researchers set up a motion-
activated camera at the entrance to the cave. Over the 
course of four months, the camera caught images of the 
parents arriving to feed the chick, as well as visits by rats 
and a dog, two introduced predators that are known to 
destroy petrel nests. Nevertheless, in early July the 
camera photographed the chick waddling to the edge of 
the cave in preparation for its first flight. Grupo Jaragua's 
time-lapse video of the chick's development will be 
available Friday, January 13. 
     “All indications point to the bird having fledged 
successfully,” said Ernst Rupp of the Dominican nonprofit 
Grupo Jaragua, which found the nest. “It’s amazing to 

think that the tiny creature we discovered could now be 
thousands of miles away.” 
     Black-capped petrels are one of the least-known bird 
species of the Caribbean. Historically abundant, they fell 
victim to overharvest, habitat loss and introduced 
predators such as rats, cats, dogs, and mongooses. By 
about 1850 they were thought extinct—until scattered at-
sea sightings, and the 1963 discovery of nesting sites in 
Haiti rekindled hopes for the species. 
     The ensuing five decades have turned up few clues 

about a bird that spends most of its life at 
sea, returning to land only a few dozen nights 
per year to visit nests in treacherously steep 
cloud forests. Once common on several 
Caribbean islands, only three known nesting 
areas remain: two in Haiti and one straddling 
the Dominican Republic–Haiti border. In 
2004, a team of researchers spotted about 40 
Black-capped petrels along the coast of 
eastern Cuba, which could mean the bird is 
also nesting there. Researchers hope that will 
soon change, as a team of biologists, 
including the original participants from Grupo 
Jaragua and Cornell Lab of Ornithology, are 

joining Adam Brown of Environmental Protection in the 
Caribbean the island of Hispaniola and Cuba for additional 
nesting sites. 
     Haiti and, to a lesser extent, the Dominican Republic 
are economically poor, but rich in biodiversity, which 
creates intense pressure on their natural resources. In 
Haiti, agricultural clearings reach to the tops of most 
mountains, no matter how steep. This severe loss of 
habitat threatens more than a dozen endemic Hispaniolan 
species, as well as wintering North American birds such 

as Bicknell's thrushes, American redstarts, 
and others. 
     Lessons learned from studying the first 
chick will help inform new efforts to 
discover nesting areas on Hispaniola and 
other islands. Until now, researchers have 
had to draw on details of better-known 
relatives, such as the Bermuda petrel and 
Hawaiian petrel. “For such a poorly known 
species, every new scrap of information 
helps us gain ground in learning how to 
make conservation work for it,” Goetz said. 

     Among those funding ongoing research on the Black-
capped petrel are the American Bird Conservancy, 
BirdLife International, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, Grupo 
Jaraqua, the MacArthur Foundation and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Make sure your local birds are represented in the 

upcoming Great Backyard Bird Count—they won’t count 
unless YOU do! Save the dates: the 15th annual GBBC 
takes place February 17-20. Everything you need to 
know to participate is on the website at www.birdcount.org 
including downloadable instructions, FAQs, and a how-to 
video. Get a regional list of the birds you might see in your 
area in February so you can brush up on your 
identification skills ahead of time. 

http://www.birdcount.org/
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Unique Bird Behavior – Ravens Use Beaks to “Show” Objects to Mates 

African Grey Parrot owned by Donna Sleight --- American Crow Photo by L. James Meyers 
 

Holding up or pointing to an object, in order to draw 

another’s attention, has been observed only among 
ourselves and Great apes. Known as deictic gesturing, this 
behavior is considered critical to the development of 
language, and a sign of great intelligence. Along with 
parrots, crows, and magpies, Common ravens, Corvus 
corax, have proven themselves among the brightest of the 
world’s birds. They are the only birds known to utilize 
deictic gesturing.  
     It has been reported from researchers at the Max Planck Institute for Ornithology and the 
University of Vienna that ravens pick up objects such as stones, branches and moss and show 

them to other ravens. In most cases, the bird being solicited is the other’s mate. Once attention is drawn, the pair usually 
shares in manipulating the object.  
     Ornithologists believe that showing and jointly “handling” objects may be used to test the suitability of a potential mate, 
and to strengthen the bond once the birds have paired.  
     The learning abilities of parrots and Corvids (crows, magpies, and ravens), believed to be the most intelligent of all 
birds, have shocked researchers. In some test situations, New Caledonian crows have scored on par with chimpanzees 
and other Great apes.  
     There have been articles attesting to the ability of Japanese crows to take advantage of both traffic and traffic signals 
when feeding, and African Grey parrots that pick and choose human words to fit specific situations, and more… 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Rare Albino Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
By Emma Reynolds – reprinted courtesy of the Daily Mail 

 

The extremely rare albino Ruby-throated hummingbird has been frozen in time in this 

beautiful photo, captured by 15-year-old Marlin Shank at a park in Stuanton, Virginia. 
     Its unusual pink eyes, feet, and beak are caused by blood vessels exposed 
because of the bird’s lack of melanin, a chemical that gives feathers their colour. 
     The incredible image, caught on Marlin’s Canon EOS1D Mark 4 with a 600ml F4 
lens, shows the rare creature flying past a bed of pretty purple flowers. 
     Marlin’s feathered friend is in danger for a number of possible reasons: 
     Their pale colouring makes them more visible targets for predators, and their 
feathers are weaker than those with pigment, and so more likely to break during 
migration. 
     White birds may also have other genetic anomalies that make them more 
susceptible to disease or quirks of their environment.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
 

How Do Birds Avoid Crashes in 
Tight Places? 

(Sent in by an AAS member who wishes to 
remain anonymous - another opinion about 

bird crashes) 
 

While observing wild birds, you have most 

likely wondered about their ability to fly 
through dense brush without touching a 
single branch. Bats use echolocation to 
perform this feat, but most other birds have 
monocular vision (eyes that are set far apart on either side 
of the face). This is ideal for flying, because each eye is 
usually seeing a different object. 
     Herons, hawks and some other predatory birds have 
binocular vision (as we do – forward facing eyes that focus 
on a single object simultaneously), which enables them to 
hunt.  
     And then, there are the specialized navigators. The 
nocturnal cave-dwelling oilbirds and swiftlets can fly and 
feed in complete darkness, aided by a form of 
echolocation used by bats. 

          In some owls, one ear is located slightly 
higher on the head than the other. Sound 
reaches each ear at a slightly different time and 
can be used to triangulate the sound’s source. 
Barn owls can locate and capture an unseen 
mouse that is over a football field in distance. 
     Researchers have shown that some birds 

use their vision to sense and compare the 
speed at which they pass background images – 

and then adjust their flight path accordingly. As 
birds moved forward, objects that were close by 

seemed to speed by quickly, while objects that were 
farther away appeared to go by at a slower pace. So, as a 
bird got closer to an object, the eye nearest it would 
perceive that object to be moving faster than objects seen 
by the other eye. The bird would then veer away from the 
nearby obstacle to avoid a crash.  
     You can realize what skilled navigators they are when 
you take the speed at which birds can perform these 
maneuvers, and add that to the complex, ever-changing 
environments and wind conditions to which they are 
subjected in flight. 
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The Startling Science of a Starling Murmuration 
By Brandon Keim – Courtesy of Wired Science and gettyimages 

 

Video of a massive starling flock turning and twisting over a river in 

Ireland has gone viral, and with good reason. Flocking starlings 
are one of nature’s most extraordinary sights: Just a few hundred 
birds moving as one is enough to convey a sense of suspended 
reality, and the flock filmed above the River Shannon contained 
thousands. 
     What makes possible the uncanny coordination of these 
murmurations, as starling flocks are so beautifully known? Until 

recently, it was hard to say. Scientists had to wait for the tools of high-powered video analysis and computational 
modeling. When these were applied to starlings, it revealed patterns known less from biology than cutting-edge physics. 
     Starling flocks, it turns out, are best described with equations of “critical transitions” - systems that are poised to tip, to 
be almost instantly and completely transformed, like metals becoming magnetized or liquid turning to gas. Each starling in 
a flock is connected to every other. When a flock turns in unison, it’s a phase transition. 
     At the individual level, the rules guiding this are relatively simple. When a neighbor moves, so do you. Depending on 
the flock’s size and speed and its members’ flight physiologies, the large-scale pattern changes. What’s complicated, or at 
least unknown, is how criticality is created and maintained. 
     It’s easy for a starling to turn when its neighbor turns — but what physiological mechanisms allow it to happen almost 
simultaneously in two birds separated by hundreds of feet and hundreds of other birds? That remains to be discovered, 
and the implications extend beyond birds. Starlings may simply be the most visible and beautiful example of a biological 
criticality that also seems to operate in proteins and neurons, hinting at universal principles yet to be understood. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Why are California Birds Getting Larger? 
By Joel Shurkin/Physorg.com 

Courtesy Physorg.com – Science News Service 
 Photo courtesy of About.com 

 

Researchers at San Francisco State 

University have found that birds on both 
ends of San Francisco Bay have greater 
body mass and longer wingspans since 
1963. 
     They said the reason for the growth is 
believed to be climate change, but therein 
lies a mystery: The birds should be getting 
smaller as the climate warms, not bigger. 
     San Francisco State University 
graduates used data from 14,735 birds 
collected since 1971 near the northern tip of 
the bay at the Palomarin Field Station at 
Point Reyes National Seashore, and 18,052 birds 
collected between 1983 and 2009 at Coyote Creek Field 
Station, on the southern end of the bay. Each bird was 
caught, banded and released after being weighed and 
measured either by the locally based PRBO Conservation 
Science or the San Francisco Bay Bird Observatory. Many 
were recaptured in later years, providing a data base that 
could track changes. Dozens of species were involved. 
     The birds in the study included resident birds, as well 
as migrants, so birds from Alaska or Central America were 
also showing an increase. The birds grew on average 2% 
in mass, and the wingspans increased about 1/8

th
 of an 

inch. The mystery, however, involves a theory known to 
biologists as Bergmann’s Rule, which generally holds that 
animals get bigger the farther north they are found. 
Ravens in Alaska are noticeably larger than ravens in the 
Lower 48. It applies to mammals, as well: moose in the 
Arctic are much bigger than moose in Maine. The reason, 
the theory holds, is that larger animals can retain heat 
better and are, therefore, better able to survive at higher 
latitudes.   

     Christian Bergmann, the 19
th
 century German biologist 

who came up with the rule, thought it applied only to 
warm-blooded creatures, but scientists have found it 
applies to some cold-blooded animals, as well. So, as the 
climate warms, the birds should not be getting bigger. 

     A similar study of North American birds 
was done by the University of Zurich in 
western Pennsylvania. The birds studied 
shrunk…obeying the rule. Researchers from 
Cambridge University and the University of 
Tel Aviv, working in England, studied 
passerines (bullfinches and tits), and also 
found they were getting smaller, just as 
expected. 
     The California birds were expected to 
show a decrease based on the first few 
studies. Researchers were left with the puzzle 

of figuring out what was going on. In the study, published 
in the journal Global Change Biology, two reasons were 
suggested for this exception. 
     One is that the birds are storing more fat to counter the 
greater number of extreme weather events that most 
climate scientists link to climate change. Bigger birds can 
survive storms better than can smaller ones, so natural 
selection is choosing those with bigger bodies and 
wingspans. 
     The other theory is that the birds are eating a different 
diet. As the climate warms, plants change, as does the 
population of insects birds might eat. That could contribute 
to larger birds. 
     Wesley Hochachka, senior research associate at the 
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, who studied the size of 
birds in Germany (they also shrank), had a slightly 
different interpretation. He said another explanation is that 
changes in temperature had nothing to do with it. “It’s not 
thermal at all,” Hochachka said. ”Factors such as long 
droughts brought on by El Nino and the extent of the food 
supply are the most likely reasons. Basically, Bergmann’s 
rule is irrelevant.”  
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Join Cabrillo Marine Aquarium (CMA), March 5 through March 13, 

2012, for a trip that truly is the Journey-of-a-Lifetime,  
especially for bird fans!  

An adult gray whale comes in for a close look at CMA's passengers 
aboard the Royal Polaris, and a green heron pokes its head out of 

the mangroves in search of fish. 
      

Pacific gray whales return to San Ignacio Lagoon each year to mate 
and give birth. During this nine-day excursion, we will spend three 
exciting days anchored in San Ignacio Lagoon where friendly gray whales and their curious 

calves swim within arm’s length of the skiffs. A record number of gray whales are being 
spotted this year! 
 

For fans of our feathered friends this is a chance to see albatrosses, osprey, Black and American oystercatchers, Frigate 
birds, a wide variety of herons and egrets, not to mention all the birds that hang out in the mangroves found in San Ignacio. 
The trip also includes naturalist-led visits to uninhabited desert islands where passengers will have the chance to see even 
more birds, unique habitats, and tons of other wildlife.  

CMA Baja Adventure website: https://sites.google.com/site/cmabajaadventure/ 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Illegal Drug Pushes India’s Vultures to 
the Brink of Extinction 

With permission - by Frank Indiviglio 
 

Vulture welfare tends not to arouse 

much concern, even from bird 
enthusiasts. However, several 
species are now at the center of a 
growing extinction crisis in south Asia. 
The story illustrates just how 
complicated things can become when 
the needs of livestock, people and 
wildlife collide, and why we must look 
below the surface when we consider 
the conservation of any bird or other 
animal. 
     A Double-edged Sword: Diclofenac, a drug used to 
treat both people and livestock is at the heart of the 
troubles afflicting India’s vultures. Dead cattle and water 
buffalos, many of which have been medicated with 
Diclofenac, are a major source of food for at least 3 
species of Indian vultures. 
     Diclofenac is fatal to vultures when consumed, and has 
been identified as the major reason behind the steep 
decline in their numbers in India. In the 1980s, the White-
rumped vulture was considered to be the 
world’s most abundant large bird of prey. 
It has now declined by a staggering 
99.9%! Populations of Indian and 
Slender-bill vultures are now at 3% of 
their 1990 levels. 
 

Pharmacies Flout the Law: In 2006, 
India banned the use of Diclofenac as a 
livestock medication; it remains legal to 
prescribe to people (it is also regulated in 
Pakistan and Nepal). Farmers and 
ranchers are encouraged to rely upon 
Meloxican, which is harmless to vultures. 
     However, a recent survey of 250 
pharmacies in 11 Indian states revealed 
that over 1/3

rd
 were still dispensing 

Diclofenac to cattle ranchers. In many cases, the drug was 
labeled as a human medicine, but the quantities 
dispensed, and their destination, left no doubt as to its 
intended use. Ketoprofen, also deadly to vultures, may still 

be legally purchased as a livestock 
medication. Several other products that are 
believed to cause vulture fatalities have not 
been fully investigated and remain on the 
market. 
 

Vultures Also Benefit Human Health: 
Human health considerations complicate 
vulture conservation in India. Obviously, an 
outright ban on suspect medications would 
not be reasonable if alternatives did not 
exist, or if people could not afford the 
replacements. On the other hand, in many 

Indian cities and rural areas, vultures directly assist 
human health by consuming carcasses and other refuse. 
     The importance of scavengers (and decomposers) 
cannot be over-estimated. While their role is more 
noticeable in rural and ranching areas, they are at work 
everywhere. Consider how many birds, mice, insects and 
other creatures die each day in your own city or 
town…how many do you see? I’ve observed vultures at 
work on cattle ranches in South America, and have looked 

into what happens to the millions of house 
mice that die each month at the Bronx Zoo, 
and can assure you that the world would be 
a very different- and unhealthier – place 
without our scavenging allies. 
 

Captive Breeding Efforts: On a brighter 
note, 3 vulture breeding centers in India have 
had a banner chick production year. 
Managed by Birdlife International, the 
Bombay Natural History Society and other 
groups, the “Save Asia’s Vultures from 
Extinction Initiative” also operated facilities in 
Nepal and Pakistan, and hoped to 
reintroduce birds back to the wild when the 
threats posed by livestock drugs have been 
resolved. 

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium's Baja Trip to Meet the Friendly Whales and Lots of Birds Too!  
Photos: Copyright 2008 Diane Alps/Cabrillo Marine Aquarium. 

 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/cmabajaadventure/
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Mental Time-Travel in Birds 
By Nick Saffell –Courtesy of University of Cambridge 

 Photo: White-Whiskered puff bird by Glenn M. Duggan FZS) 
 

Certain types of birds may track army 

ant swarms using sophisticated memory 
and the ability to plan for the future. 
Some tropical birds collect their prey at 
army ant raids, where massive swarms 
of ants sweep through the forest and 
drive out insects. The behaviour of 
interest is called bivouac checking; it 
allows these birds to track the cyclical 
raid activity of army ant colonies. Army 
ants have regular alternating periods of 
high and low raiding activity, and birds visit the ants’ 
temporary nest sites (bivouacs) to determine which 
colonies are raiding on a given day. 
     Findings published in the journal Behavioural Ecology, 
suggest bivouac checking allows birds to keep track of 
multiple army ant colonies, keeping account of which 
colonies are in periods of high-raiding activity while 
avoiding colonies with low-raiding activity. It was 
discovered that birds check army ant bivouacs at the end 
of the day, after they have fed at the raid. They may use 

the information about the army ant nest location the next 
day to find the ants again, thus accessing a past memory 
(the nest location) to fulfill a future need (bird will be 

hungry tomorrow), also known as ‘mental 
time-travel’. 
      Mental time-travel consists of the 
ability to remember past events and the 
ability to anticipate and plan for future 
events. It has been considered a quality 
unique to humans. Ever since Nicola 
Clayton of the University of Cambridge 
discovered that scrub jays (a species of 
large-brained crow) can remember the 
past and plan for the future, there have 
been a suite of studies showing evidence 

of this ability in other species, as well. We now know that 
cirvids (birds in the crow family) some primates, and 
possibly rats have all shown the ability to remember the 
past and plan for the future. 
     Future planning could be involved in bivouac-checking 
bird behaviour because the birds were checking bivouacs 
when they were not hungry, a behaviour that does not 
make sense until the next morning upon return to the 
bivouac when the bird finds the ants raiding again and 
encounters its next meal – a delayed benefit.” 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 

Baby-Killer Birds Revealed 
By Leanne O’Rourkes - Courtesy of ANU (Australian National University) News 
female (red) & male (green) Eclectus parrots with Professor Robert Heinsohn 

Photo: Robert Heinsohn 
 

The mysterious behaviour of female Eclectus parrots killing their sons immediately after 

they hatch has been unraveled by a team of researchers from the Australian National 
University. 
     In a paper published in Current Biology, a team from the Fenner School of Environment 
and Society and the Research School of Biology describe the infanticide and the conditions 
surrounding the parrot’s choice to kill their young. 

     Humans are the only other species that systematically kill their own offspring of one sex. But here’s a case in Eclectus 
parrots where it can be shown that there is a very clear adaptive reason. 
     Professor Heinsohn has been studying the Eclectus roratus parrot, native to Papua, New Guinea and the Cape York 
area in Northern Queensland, for over ten years. The sex ratio of the birds caught his attention when he observed captive 
birds producing long stretches of chicks of the same sex in succession, sometimes up to thirty chicks in a row. 
     Professor Heinsohn and his team spent six months at a time in remote rainforests in Cape York studying the parrot in 
its natural environment. 
     Eclectus parrots are about the size of a Sulphur-crested cockatoo and nest in tree trunk hollows 20-30 metres from the 
ground. Eclectus chicks have distinct gender colour differences from a very young age, allowing the mother to decide the 
chick’s fate based on its sex within hours of hatching.  
     The research team found that infanticide was only happening in certain types of nest hollows. “They are not all equal,” 
Professor Heinsohn said. “The poor ones have a habit of flooding in heavy rain, drowning the chicks or eggs. There has to 
be precise circumstances in which the female parrot would commit infanticide.” 
     “The adult females that had poor hollows would often get rid of the male, if they hatched a male and a female chick. It 
was always a younger brother, and in doing that, they could speed up the development of the older female chick.”   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Reprinted with permission from Parrotchronicles.com - Photo by Peter Wollinga 

 

Black Kites, a type of raptor, have been found to decorate their nests with the equivalent of “No 

Trespassing” signs that warn other birds to stay away, according to a scientific study conducted in Spain. 
     In a recycling success story, kites that used pieces of white plastic in their nests before laying eggs 
and raising young did not have to fend off interlopers as often as birds that did not use as much, or any 
plastic at all in their nests, said the study. Scientists observed 127 kite nests in Spain’s Donana National 
Park. 



17.  SPRING 2012   

Mortal Combat: 
 Hawk vs. Snake 

Courtesy of Animal Oddities 
 

Idaho’s Snake River:  
The bird, (tentatively identified 
as a falcon, a merlin or a 
juvenile Cooper’s hawk – 
difficult to tell when wet) and 
snake were stuck together in 
a death lock, each wanting to 
kill the other first. The guess 
is that the bird snatched up 
the tasty snake, and the snake 

somehow got its tail around the bird's neck, strangling it in midair causing both of them to crash into the river. A 
few more minutes and the snake would have won. The tail was actually tied in a knot around the bird’s neck, and 
getting tighter by the second. The snake didn't want to stop biting the bird's leg, but let go after it was unwound. 
The water was expelled out of the bird's lungs with an inversion technique. They are both alive and well. 

                                                                 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 

ALL ABOUT NESTS - By the late AAS member, Claire Gerber (May 1995 archives) 
 

Each species of bird has its typical site, although habitats are sometimes changed and the birds must adapt. For instance, 

the Robin’s nest is usually in the branches of a tree or shrub, but it may have to place it on the ledge of a building or even 
on the ground. Some birds settle for deserted nests of other species. Owls and Falcons may use old nests of larger birds, 
such as Crows. Sparrows, finches, and wrens will use cliff swallow nests. Woodpecker holes attract various tenants. 
     As for the predator problem with eggs, some birds solve this by making structures that hide the eggs from view, and 
others make no nest at all. Kingfishers, for example, often nest on flat open places where they rotate their bodies enough 
to form a shallow hollow (and have a lot of faith).  
     Shore birds are ground nesters, accumulating nearby makings (pebbles and small objects) by sideways-throwing, 
which sounds random, but is an effective action. Ducks and geese add to this type of nest an insulating layer of down 
from the breast of the female. 
     Most of our land birds carry material to a site and build cup nests. The bird sits as it builds, pulling in loose ends of 
pliable material (maybe some you’ve donated to the cause!) and tucking them into what becomes a 
round framework. The bird shapes the cup to its own size. Close-up peekers find that it pushes 
backwards with its feet so that the lower part of the structure has room for the eggs. 
 Then there is the suspended, or pensile, nest usually a cup slung between twigs. Vireos and orioles set 
up this way, and kinglets’ cup-nests hang below a conifer branch, bound on either side to drooping twigs. 
The delicate cups built by hummingbirds are largely comprised of – guess what? – spiders’ webs! It’s all 
so natural…and so un-simple. 



18.  SPRING 2012   

AAS Members’ Backyard Sightings  
Taken with a Moultrie motion cam in Donna and Mike Sleight’s backyard: 

 
These three skunks have been with us for at least two years. None of them has stripes down the back. Notice the wing-like 
white markings behind the head of the black skunk. One of the white skunks has a black marking on its back – other is white 
except for head. These odd colored, big, and super fluffy skunks hardly ever spray! 

 

One of these possums carries nesting material on her tail in spring.        Raccoon is one of four babies and a mama that visits. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------- 
 

Are Pigeons Mathemagical?  
By Jennifer Viegas – with permission from Global Animal 

 

New studies show that pigeons can learn abstract math! 
Pigeons join Rhesus monkeys and humans as the only 
species to exhibit these math skills. They are also brainy, 
according to a new study that found these birds are on par 
with primates when it comes to numerical competence. 
The study, published in the journal Science, discovered 
that pigeons can discriminate against different amounts of 
number-like objects, order pairs, and learn abstract 
mathematical rules. Aside from humans, only Rhesus 
monkeys have exhibited equivalent skills. Could pigeons 
then be the Einsteins of the bird world? 
     Damian Scarf, a postdoctoral researcher in the 
Department of Psychology at the University of Otago, and 
colleagues began the study by teaching pigeons how to 
order the numbers 1, 2, and 3. They presented the 
pigeons with three images containing 1, 2, or 3 objects. All 
3 images appeared at once on a touch screen and the 
pigeons pecked the screen to make a response. If they 
correctly accomplished the task – pecking the images in 
ascending order, they received a snack. “We ensured 
things like volume could not control responding in training 
and testing,” he said. “During training and testing, the 
higher numerosity did not always have the largest surface 
area/volume so the pigeons couldn’t respond based on 
this stimulus dimension.” The images also came in 
different colors and shapes, so pigeons weren’t linking 
qualities to quantity. 

     Next, the researchers wanted to see whether or not 
pigeons had just learned to order 1, 2, and 3, or if they’d 
learned a more abstract rule. Scarf and team presented 
pigeons with pairs of images containing 1 to 9 objects. 
The pigeons again had to pair items in ascending order. If 
a pigeon saw 8 and 5, it had to peck the objects 
representing 5 first. “Remarkably, the pigeons were able 
to respond to the pairs correctly. The performance was 
indistinguishable from that of two Rhesus monkeys that 
had been previously trained on this task.” 
     For a while, scientists have suspected that birds were 
math whizzes. Prior studies usually focused on socialized 
individuals like Alex, an African grey parrot that belonged 
to Irene Pepperberg, an adjunct professor of psychology 
at Brandeis University and lecturer at Harvard. Alex, who 
died in 2007 could count and talk. 
     Parrots are often just given credit for mimicking 
humans when they talk, but Pepperberg said that Alex 
created new word labels for objects by combining words 
he already knew. In terms of math, one of Alex’s greatest 
feats was that he understood a numerical concept akin to 
zero, which is an abstract notion that people don’t typically 
understand until age three or four. 
     Now, scientists are facing a parrot/pigeon/primate 
puzzle. Why is it that birds and primates seem to share 
math skills? One explanation could be that the last 
common ancestor of these two groups possessed 
amazing numerical competence, but that would mean 
many other animals have it too, and studies haven’t found 
clear evidence for such abilities yet…math skills somehow 
evolved independently in birds and primates. 



19. SPRING 2012 
 
When submitting articles that have been printed elsewhere, 
PLEASE ask permission from the author before submitting. 

 

SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
FOR SUMMER  (May 1) ISSUE 

                            

Send to: donnaSL8@comcast.net - or Mail to: 

Donna Sleight, 719 Falcon Crest Court, Galloway, NJ 08205 - Phone: (609) 377-5795 
 

Deadline for articles & photos is APRIL 1 – Deadline for small announcements is APRIL23 

 

PHOTOS & ARTICLES PRESENTED FOR FUTURE PUBLICATION: Editor reserves the right 
to crop all photos and edit all articles submitted for publication according to space limitations (unless otherwise requested). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

ATLANTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY 
The South Jersey Chapter of the National Audubon Society 

 

Please contact AAS through our new website: 

LOOK… www.atlanticaudubon.org 
 

For your convenience, use the PayPal symbol to renew 
your membership or donate to our WSB fundraiser online. 
 

2012 OFFICERS:   (609) numbers – exceptions noted 
 

President: Becky Hedden   384-4599  
President Elect:  
Vice-President: L. James Meyers:    j9ames@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Lee Ellenberg   927-5720 

Treasurer: Janice Weisgerber   748-0842 
 

DIRECTORS: 

 

Al Martens   404-7791 
Gerrie Satz   485-0754 
John & Kathy Peterson  965-5748 

Gaylord Inman  645-1470 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:  
 

Adopt-a-Road: Drosera Avenue  
   Kathy & John Peterson     965-5748 

Adopt-a-Road: Great Creek Road 
   Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
Audubon Adventures: Betsy Griffiths 652-1860 
Bird-a-thon (World Series of Birding): 
   Kris Arcuri 641-6578 
   Kevin Lippert 652-2367 
Conservation & Grants: Gaylord Inman  645-1470 

Education: Kris Arcuri  641-6578 
Field Trip Co-ordinator: Gerrie Satz 485-0754   
Finance: Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Fundraising: 
Hospitality: Gerrie Satz 485-0754 
Membership: Linda Gangi 242-5287 

Newsletter Editor: Donna Sleight  377-5795 

Programs: Becky Hedden                      384-4599 

Publicity: Edna Schaffler 978-0316 
Refuge News: Ed Bristow  641-4671  
Scholarships: Betsy Griffiths  652-1860 
Web Master: Maurice Tremblay  266-4672 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

NATURALIST: Mike O’Brien                   (215) 726-0297 

four-wingsMichael@aol.com 
 

 
Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge 

4 Sawmill Road, Medford, NJ 
(856) 983-3329 ext. 106 

http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html  
 

Tri-State Bird Rescue 
110 Possum Hollow Road, Newark, DE 

(302) 737-9543 – 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 

Toms River Avian Care 
1916 Kenilworth Court, Toms River, NJ 

(732) 255-9270 
 

Wildlife Aide, Atlantic County area: 609-927 0538 
Beatrice Stowe, Cumberland County area: 856 765 3467 
 Freedom Center, Burlington County area: 856 366 4114 

 

To report marine strandings (NO Birds): 
Marine Mammal Stranding Center 

3625 Brigantine Blvd., Brigantine, NJ 
(609) 266-0538 

  

Additional info: 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

“ON-GOING event” - Every Meeting 

Books Available (donation suggested) 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED (new or used): nature items 
for our table - books you have finished (no novels). 
IDEAS: plant cuttings, seeds, bulbs, small plants, 
any item with a “nature” theme: jewelry, calendars, 
books, humming bird feeders, bird houses, etc. 

Please make sure donations are clean. Thank you! 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Did You Know? 
 

Often confused with the Snowshoe hare, the Arctic 

hare is a separate species, but has similar traits. Its 
dense coat is a soft grayish brown during the short 
arctic summer, changing to white in winter to 
camouflage it from predators. It has very large, furry 
feet that act as snowshoes and strong claws that 
enable it to dig for its staple food of willow twigs, 
shoots, and roots. The Arctic hare lives in one of the 
harshest environments in the world – the bitter cold 
Canadian Arctic and northern areas of Greenland. 

EMERGENCY Wildlife Contacts: 
 

mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
mailto:four-wingsMichael@aol.com
http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE:                         Atlantic Audubon Society  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 (I understand that ALL my dues will support local chapter goals and activities.) 
 

As a member, The Atlantic Currents color newsletter is available to you by email. 
To begin receiving your free issues of Atlantic Currents, please sign up at: 

AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net – leave your name & email contact 

 
************************************************************************************************** 

Membership: (     ) $20 One Year       (     ) $35 Two Year      (     ) $15 Students/Seniors 
 

Please make check out to Atlantic Audubon Society - Mail check and membership form to: 
Atlantic Audubon Society PO Box 63, Absecon, NJ 08201 

 
***Please Print Information*** 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________ 
 
Phone: _______________________ * Email: _____________________________________ 

                                                                              (Required for free color version newsletter) 
 

Are you interested in helping with a committee or a board position?   YES (     ) NO (     ) 
 
What are some of your interests? _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

To keep your newsletters 
arriving without 

interruption, please do not 
forget to keep your contact 

information up-to-date. 
 

This includes changes of: 
Address 

Phone Number 
Email 

 

Email changes to: 
donnaSL8@comcast.net 

OR 
AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net 

OR Call: 
(609) 377-5795 

 
Please keep your membership 
current by sending renewals to 

address on application. 
 THANK YOU! 

 

mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net

