
 

 
                       

 
UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 

Please check all TBA announcements on: 

www.freewebs.com/atlanticaudubonsociety 
 

February 23: Michael Kennish – rescheduled from January 
 

March 23: TBA  
 

April 27: Sue Slotterback, the Program Director of the New 

Jersey Audubon Nature Center of Cape May, will speak about 
the lives of horseshoe crabs, their extraordinary history, and 
ecological niche. We will also learn about the interrelationships 
of the horseshoe crabs with other species, including 
shorebirds, and the surprising ways that the crabs are 
important to people. 


 
ROAD CLEAN-UPS: Please Help!!!!! 
 

Drosera Avenue contact: 

Kathy & John Peterson: 965-5748 
March 6 & June 5 
Meet at Drosera &Cologne Aves. 
 

Great Creek Road contact: 
Gaylord Inman: 645-1470 

                                     Feb. 26, Apr. 23, June 25 & Aug. 27 
                                     Meet at Rte#9 & Great Creek Rd. 
 
 

 

RARE SIGHTING in GALLOWAY 
American avocets sighted November 14, 2010 at the 

Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge, NJ 
 

 

 

New! Cornell Lab Facebook Page 
 

We warmly invite you to join our 
friendly community of people who are 
inspired and intrigued by birds. It’s a 
perfect place to share thoughts, 
sightings, and questions with our 
expert staff and dedicated followers. 
www.facebook.com/cornellbirds  
 



“Letters to the Editor”- Don’t forget to contribute! 
 

     On page 6, there are two photos that need 
identification. Let’s hear from you!  

donnaSL8@comcast.net 
 

 

In Memory of Lee David Stiefbold 
 (son of Robert and Joanne Stiefbold) 
Our thoughts and prayers are with you. 

 
REFUGE NEWS - By Ed Bristow 

 

We welcome back to the area and Forsythe Refuge 

Project Leader (manager) Virginia Rettig. Previously, 
Virginia was the assistant leader at the Cape May 
Refuge, followed by a stint in the Regional Office in 
Hadley, MA. Also, just announced, is the selection of 
Don Freiday, coming from the Cape May Bird 
Observatory, to replace Art Webster as head of Visitor 
Services. Still to come are a new biologist to replace 
Kevin Holcombe, as well as a new position as lead 
biologist on salt marsh areas in the mid-Atlantic area, 
primarily NJ south to VA. Welcome to all. 
     Oh joy - oh bliss! The new building will be opening 
the early part of February with little fan-fare. That will 
come in April, as we welcome spring. Store should be 
opening by the first or second weekend in February or 
as soon as the necessary work in setting up is 
completed. Watch for signs telling the good news. 
     Saturday Bird Walks will begin April 2nd at 8 AM 
starting at the new building. Sign-up sheets will be in the 
new building for advance registration, as well as on the 
day of the walk ($5 donation per person with no charge 
for children under 15 years old). Also, watch for later 
notice regarding guided mobile tours. More on this in the 
coming weeks… 
     More volunteers are needed to staff the store and 
provide information to visitors. If interested, contact 
Sandy or store manager Ann Marie at the refuge. 

Marmora Christmas Bird Count 
By Ed Bristow 

 

January 2nd, a miserable day with fog, rain and clouds, as well 

as frozen fresh water ponds. Our intrepid counters, all 13 of 
them struggled to find birds, which is somewhat difficult as you 
try to peer through fog and rain.  Eighty-one species were 
located, as teams searched part of Linwood, Somers Point, 
Longport, both sides of the Great Egg River and over to Ocean 
City and related areas.  
     For those who think Robins leave and return in the spring, 
we have news for you folks - altogether the teams counted 
over 7,000 Robins!! 
     This was a new high for this count. Unusual birds: King and 
Common eiders, pipits, Chipping sparrows and all three 
species of scoters and mergansers. Missed were lots of 
birders. Hope we can do better next year. 

 

NEWSLETTER of the ATLANTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY                SPRING 2011 
                 (Osprey Image courtesy of Dr. Lou Newman) 

 
 

http://www.freewebs.com/atlanticaudubonsociety
http://www.facebook.com/cornellbirds
mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
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Conservation Committee Annual Report 
by Gaylord Inman 

 

As an entity of the Atlantic Audubon Society, I feel that our Committee has fulfilled its 
responsibilities. 

A brief statement of issues that are constantly dealt with follows (in order of importance). 
  

Item 1: We have continued to keep members informed on Barnegat Bay issues, and 

have cooperated with the lead group "Save Barnegat Bay" that has taken early initiatives to 
protect natural resources. This includes people living near Barnegat Bay and the Oyster Creek 

power plant which is polluting the Bay with nonconforming use of archaic technology.  Also progressing in a satisfactory manner is the 
issue of an ordinance or law concerning the development of nitrogen lawn care. 
     Thanks to our Committee, as well as the Save Barnegat Bay Organization, all AAS members should have an understanding of the 
critical nature of this situation. We recommend that our Board of Directors and program committee continue to take advantage of Save 
Barnegat Bay Organization’s willingness to provide a program to our members.   
  

Item 2: We cannot neglect Atlantic County’s environmental problems. Most of our Conservation Committee members have done an 

excellent job in pointing out serious issues involving such things as: loose interpretation of Green Acres and County Open Space 
Funding in a manner which public supporters of these funds would overwhelmingly see as inappropriate.  
     Another issue we are involved with is inappropriate and/or costly use of manpower and funds which are not environmentally 
appropriate. Also, there is a proposed development where significant impacts are too great if development moves forward. For 
instance, traffic congestion is at a point in some locations that is just not healthy. Further development should not occur in these areas. 
  

Item 3: In general, we are grateful for excellent environmental news coverage from area newspapers, radio and television, including the 

Philadelphia Inquirer. News indicating serious environmental problems can be minimized in the future if everyone focuses on 
doing what is best for our environment. 





Birthday Gift Idea - “Good Birders Don’t Wear White” 
Tips from North America’s Top Birders 

 

A light and fun collection of birding advice, with contributions from many famous authors. 
 

 Original essays from the biggest names in birding disperse advice to birders of every level, on topics 
ranging from feeding birds and cleaning binoculars to pishing and pelagic birding






Community News – by Gaylord Inman 

 

A check for $375 was paid to Atlantic Audubon for Great Creek 

Road Clean-up for 2010. We also were featured in two articles in 
the local news. The first story resulted is a nice turnout of road 
clean-up volunteers for the subsequent clean-up date.  And do 
you think it is possible that people driving this stretch of road are 
behaving a little better? Amount of litter picked up is an indication 
that the publicity helped reduce litter. Also, the Scout group 
doing alternate months does a fantastic job! 
  
Egg Harbor Township was again in the news relating to a 

situation where possible excessive development might occur 
under the ruse of "affordable housing needs".  Our members 
Francis and Paulette Dumont were among the first to expose the 
situation, which was publicized in the Press of Atlantic City.  
Partly to the Dumonts’ credit, the latest result was an 
overcrowded session at the Township Board Meeting to protest.  
The Dumonts are distinguished watchdogs of a Community that 
now has an organization to fight the development. 
  
A few articles have appeared in the news about faulty drainage 

basins. There is a reported diversion of storm-water from a 
residential area to the center of the Expressway median.  
Probably cannot find any official approvals for this if it is true.  
 
Our birders, including Dr. Bristow and others have been featured 

in numerous news articles. Good job. Readers probably love 
this, as good news is scarce. Now we need some of these 
special wildlife photos our members are taking to show up in the 
news.  

The City of Pleasantville has just about completed a soccer field 

and playground located on "Green Acres" property at the east 
end of Walnut Avenue. To the credit of the City, it was a nice 
job. It is a pretty harsh area for a playground due to infestations 
of Greenheads, biting flies, etc., during most of the warm season 
months. We hope the cost of the project will be justified over 

time. 
  
 And last, but not least, 

Mary Lenahan who 
teaches at Leeds 
Avenue School in 
Pleasantville could not 
give her students 
enough about 
Astronomy. They all 
became excited about 
the very early 
morning moon eclipse 
on December 20 and 
most vowed to get up 
and watch this 

spectacular event. These 
kids now know more 
about astronomy than 

most of us. Good job Mary for having excited learners! I hope 
Mary let them all have naps at school that day!  She deserves 
the special recognition she got last year as an exceptional 
educator! 
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Send contributions to: donnaSL8@comcast.net  
If you wish to remain anonymous, please note. In referring to a previous newsletter, please note issue. 

Spelling and grammar will be delicately edited. Flaming is prohibited. 
 

{ED}: A few of the following letters since last November and possible answers. 
Thanks to those who took the time to contribute…I would like to see more become involved! 

 

Letter #1 from Carey S. in Georgia: We have a fair share of dolphins that wash up on our beaches here in Georgia and nobody can 

tell me what happens to the carcasses. On TV, they show some being buried, but I’m wondering what you all do with them up north. 
{ED}: Carey, you might be happy to find out just how useful those carcasses are in helping to rehab future “live” strandings. I wrote an 

explanation of this in 2005 for another organization – see article & accompanying photo on page 8. 
 

Letter #2 from D. D. in NJ: Have you heard anything new about those poor birds and other wildlife that were covered in oil from that 

spill in Louisiana? I’ve heard that even though they were cleaned up, the oil they ingested will slowly kill them. 
{ED}: I am not qualified to answer a question about future health issues, but I’ve heard that this will be the case. We need to wait to see 

what happens. See the article on pelican rehab that somewhat addresses this issue – page 12.  
 

Letter #3 from “Local”: I was hoping to hear something about the traffic congestion area requests mentioned in the last newsletter. I 

have one for you. How about Tilton Rd.? You could take your life into your hands trying to navigate on it, no matter where you are on it. 
And try to make a u-turn, just about impossible without getting hit. 
{ED}: I will forward your letter on to Gaylord Inman, our Community News and Conservation Chairman.  
 

Letter #4 from Art M. in PA: I enjoy articles on rare birds. You had one recently on the Reed warbler that I thoroughly enjoyed. Please 

keep reporting when you can. Thank you! 
{ED}: Thank you, Art. There is a report on page 8 on the world’s rarest bird (discovered in Columbia). I cannot do justice in trying to 

pronounce its name, but it is quite a stunning bird, considering its dark colors. Also see page 6 - discovered bald-headed parrot. 
 

Letter #5 from L. J. in NJ: The hummingbird rescue story from California (where they used the tall ladder and pole) was almost 

unbelievable. I would like to hear more stories of this nature. Thanks. 
{ED}: That was in the fall issue of 2010. I have included an article on page 10 that relates to a Kiwi rescue/rehab in New Zealand. 
 

Letter #6 from “Concerned”: I’d like to comment about the recent flack about fertilizers getting into our drinking water. Are we just 

slow learners? We blanket the bottom of the food chain with deadly poison and then are surprised when it shows up throughout the 
ecosystem. Doesn’t give one much hope for our species… This stuff is deadly, and it spreads. It’s like strafing your backyard with Agent 
Orange to get rid of dandelions because you don’t feel like pulling them and then wondering why you’ve got cancer. Didn’t we learn 
anything from DDT? Apparently not… 
{ED}: On somewhat of a similar issue, see the article on page 5 about owls and other wildlife being killed from the use of rat poison.  
 

Letter #7 from Gaylord Inman: Gerri Satz's dragonfly article (winter 2010 issue) has motivated me to tell a story about my lack of 

qualifications as a dragonfly expert. My first assignment as a Refuge Manager was at Bitter Lake Refuge near Roswell, New Mexico 
(never saw UFO's which made the City famous). Bitter Lake NWR when I was assigned there in 1967 to 1970 was an important 
migrating stop for some 70,000 Lesser Sandhill Cranes. There were also species of fish in the alkaline sinkholes that were rare 
because of such unusual habitat. My claim to fame while stationed there was to help get about one half of the refuge designated as 
wilderness. Then I came to Brigantine NWR and did the same thing here. About 6 years later, I had the opportunity to visit Bitter 
Lake. In that time-span, someone had discovered that because of the Refuge's unique diversity of wetlands, there was an abundance 
of dragonfly species using the refuge and it is now one of the most desired locations for visitors who study and observe 
dragonflies. Perhaps I will find more about that and work on an article for the newsletter, as many of you get as excited about 
dragonflies as you do birding. 
{ED}: Thank you, Gaylord. We will look forward to your article in a future issue! 
 

 
 

March 6 through March 14, 2011: Cabrillo Aquarium's Baja Trip to Meet the Friendly Whales: Join 
Cabrillo Marine Aquarium for a trip that truly is the Journey-of-a-Lifetime, especially for bird fans! 

      Pacific gray whales return to San Ignacio Lagoon each year to mate and give birth. During this 
nine-day excursion, we will spend three exciting days anchored in San Ignacio Lagoon where 
friendly gray whales and their curious calves swim within arm’s length of the skiffs.  
     For fans of our feathered friends, this is a chance to see albatrosses, osprey, black and American 
oystercatchers, frigate birds, a wide variety of herons and egrets, not to mention all the birds that 
hang out in the mangroves found in San Ignacio. The trip also includes naturalist-led visits to 
uninhabited desert islands where passengers will have the chance to see even more birds, unique   

                                                        habitats, and tons of other wildlife. 
Contact: Carolyn Kraft - Programs Assistant - Cabrillo Marine Aquarium www.cabrillomarineaquarium.org 

 

Cabrillo Marine Aquarium is accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums and engages all 
visitors in education, recreation and research to promote knowledge, appreciation and conservation 
of the marine life of Southern California. Cabrillo is celebrating its 75th year of operation and its 37th 
year of hosting the trip to Meet the Friendly Whales of Baja.  

mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
http://www.cabrillomarineaquarium.org/
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SARASOTA’S CELERY FIELDS 
Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, FL, USA, December 15 & 17, 2010.         Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 

 

If you are a birder or bird photographer and have not visited the Celery Fields, you are missing an exceptional opportunity.  
Once agricultural land devoted almost entirely to growing celery, this 300 acre site is now Sarasota County’s primary flood 
mitigation zone. It consists of open marshlands, deep ponds, shallow pools and canals edged by oaks, willows and pines.  
Access is easy and it makes a great family outing, since birds can be viewed from roads, concrete walks and grass paths.  
New construction to restore the southern cells into traditional wetlands will add to the thousands of birds and over 200 
species recorded here. Most of these images were taken with a Canon 1D Mark IV DSLR Camera and a 400mm lens, some with 
a 1.4 teleconverter added.  

 

 
                              

 
 
 
 
 
                        

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

             

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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'Super-toxic' Rat Poisons Killing BC's Rare Barn Owls, Other Wildlife 
Reprinted with permission from The Tyee, B.C.’s Home for News, Culture and Solutions- shortened for space limitations 

 
Scientists know that at least some owls are dying 

under gruesome circumstances, bleeding to death 
from stomach hemorrhages in an agonizing and 
days-long decline. The culprit: An extra-potent 
class of rat poisons that has flooded the market 
in recent decades, designed to more effectively 
kill rats, a food source for the owls. 
     Six of 164 dead barn owls, barred owls and 
great horned owls in a 2009 Western Canada 
study had rodenticide levels high enough to kill 
them outright, causing the fatal stomach 
hemorrhages. Pesticide readings in 15 to 30 per cent 
of the others appeared toxic and seemed likely to 
handicap owls in a variety of ways, scientists say. Barn owls in 
particular could be hurt -- in Western Canada they no longer live 
anywhere outside the Lower Mainland, and their protections 
under the Species at Risk Act were upgraded when they were 
reclassified as "threatened," rather than merely being a "species 
of special concern."  The 2009 study is the latest evidence 
amassed by researchers that poses an unsettling question: Are 
we willing to poison owls and a variety of other wild animals in 
order to fight rats? 
      

New rules won't do it: US Fish and Wildlife: Studies in 

Canada, the United States and Europe show that this newer 
generation of rat poisons is killing a variety of wild animals, 
including mountain lions, bobcats, coyotes, foxes, skunks, deer, 
squirrels, possums and raccoons, along with bald eagles, golden 
eagles, owls, hawks and vultures. Hundreds of wildlife poisoning 
deaths have been documented. 
     In the U.S. the pesticides have been found in hundreds of 
animals, according to a 2006 memo by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Two years earlier, more than 300 incidents of 
wild animals suspected to have been killed by the chemicals 
were documented. In 2008, this resulted in the EPA’s new rules 
to better control the rat poisons. In June of 2011, those rules go 
into effect, although they do not go as far as desired by some 
wildlife advocates, including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
     The chemicals in question are known as anti-coagulants 
because they prevent an animal's blood from clotting or 
coagulating. The first of these, synthesized in the 1940s, is 
known as Warfarin -- the same chemical sold in miniscule 
concentrations to people as Coumadin, a prescription blood 
thinner. 
     The new strain of rat poisons came along in the 1970s. The 
reason: Warfarin and its cousins required the rats to return to 
feed on the pesticide over the course of several days. With the 
newer versions, only a single dose is needed, although it might 
take five days or more to do the job. Brand names include 
Havoc, Talon, Contrac, Maki, Ratimus and d-CON Mouse Pruf II. 
     Some animals are ingesting the pesticides by eating poisoned 
rats as the rats stagger about, dazed but not yet dead. This goes 
on for days before the rats succumb, in the meantime making 
them easy targets for owls and other predators. 
     But there's a mysterious wrinkle in this picture. How are plant 
eaters like deer and sheep ingesting rat poison? Grain eaters 
like squirrels? What about hawks that subsist almost exclusively 
on songbirds -- songbirds that probably aren't eating rats? 
     Scientists wonder: Just how far into the food web have these 
poisons penetrated? 
  

Canada's vanishing barn owls – trying to capture one of 
three species that ingested rat poison in the 2009 study:      

The objective is twofold: to collect the owl's blood so it can be 
tested for rat poisons; and to fit the owls with radio transmitters 
to track where they are feeding. They want to know whether 

urban owls are eating more poisoned rats than 
their country cousins. 
     This is a follow-up to the study analyzing 
owls found dead in British Columbia and the 

Yukon Territory, showing that nearly three-
quarters of the birds had rodenticides in their 
livers.  

 

Little toxic packages: The research suggests 

these improved rat-killers are imposing a toxic 
load on the environment that no one bargained 

for. Rats are being eaten by owls and other wild 
animals after they have ingested extraordinarily high 

doses of poison, researchers say. If the rat is carrying 10 or 15 
times a lethal dose, the animal that consumes it is at a much 
higher risk of consuming a lethal dose.  In some cases, the dose 
is not lethal, but it could be affecting their flying ability, said a 
colleague at Simon Fraser University in Vancouver. 
     Owls that aren't killed outright by the poisons also can easily 
bleed to death because their blood fails to clot. Wild animals get 
hurt on a regular basis, scientists say; what otherwise would 
have been just a painful cut could spell death. 
     Once an owl or other animal eats a poisoned rat, the 
pesticides can be in the predator's system six months or longer.  
 

Studying effects of 'constant exposure': "If you're just getting 

one dose on top of another, you get this constant exposure," 
said a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service toxicologist. "It's one thing 
to have enough to kill you outright."But what about the ones that 
are just carrying this body burden? What effect does that have 
on their fitness? That's what worries me." Research suggests 
that these "sub-lethal" effects are real. 
     The toll of six owls killed outright by rat poisons in the 
Canadian study almost certainly underestimates the actual rate 
at which owls are dying from rat poison. Animals that feel sick 
are likely to secret themselves away to protect themselves 
against predators. 
 

Scavengers lengthen the chain of toxins: 

     The birds' bodies are routinely scavenged by other wild 
animals, further spreading the poison into the food chain. The 
chemicals have the "potential to cause additional mortality that 
may not be sustainable in populations already experiencing 
critical limitations," biologists from the United Kingdom's 
University of Leicester reported in 2005. 
     How are these rat poisons getting into plant eaters low on the 
food chain? There is no sure answer for now. Scientists wonder, 
though, if carcasses of poisoned animals are being scavenged 
by creatures low on the food chain. Or perhaps insects are 
crawling inside the bait stations. A researcher at Environment 
Canada notes that scientists have seen voles and birds hopping 
inside the holes on the side of bait stations that approximate the 
size of the openings to their burrows or homes inside trees. 
     And as for deer? The seven that tested positive for rat poison 
in New York "apparently were exposed due to misuse and 
careless bait application," the EPA reported. Blue blocks of 
poisoned bait, sometimes thrown into the wild, look a lot like deer 
salt licks. 
 

Cracking down on rat poisons: Pushed by environmentalists 

who successfully sued in federal court, the EPA in 2008 issued 
rules for these rat poisons that largely take them out of the 
consumer market. Pesticide manufacturers say EPA's action 
was overkill, but should eliminate any doubts about the products' 
safety for wildlife. In 2009, six months before release of the study 
of the owl poisonings, Health Canada issued stricter regulations. 
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American Widgeon 
Cape May Point, NJ – fall of 2010 

Photo by Joe Delesantro 
 

                            To view additional photos, go to: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/byrder2002/sets/72157625198490021/  
 



 

 

          Cedar Waxwing                     “Keeping Warm”            Bald-headed Parrot         
        Photo by L. James Meyers                     Submitted by A. N.                  Submitted by Frank 

 

     What are These Birds?           Please Identify…         Arizona Cardinal - Pyrrhuloxia 
       Submitted by Lauren B.              Submitted by Ray D.                Photo by Dr. George Anast 

                                                                            

 Northern Shovelers (pink ear area)       Saddle-billed Stork         White-headed Vulture 
   Submitted by L. Austin (in Florida)                 By Larry A.                          by S. Davis  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/byrder2002/sets/72157625198490021/
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Synchronized - By George Anast            I spent the late morning and early afternoon at Whitewater Draw, a bird sanctuary 

in the Sulphur Springs Valley, 100 miles south east of Tucson, Arizona. The 
“Draw” is an irrigated agricultural area, beautiful (but harsh) and productive – 
mostly corn, hay and cotton.  
     This flight of Snow Geese kept circling the area, and did not land till the 
Sandhill Cranes arrived. These two species have an affinity for one another and 
frequently hang out together. Today, the geese circled the refuge for over 45 
minutes waiting for the cranes to return from feeding. When the cranes landed, so 
did the geese. Amazing sight… 
     As I watched the geese fly over the area, I noticed a sort of "scintillation" of the 
skein, a strange sort of "optical illusion." When I went over the photos, I noticed 
that the geese are virtually all in "sync'." In these photos the geese are in 
powered flight, not setting their wings to land. Notice that in all the birds their 
wings are almost in the 
identical position! 

     When I checked my Canada Goose photos to see if they were the same in 
flight, they were not in sync'! I don't know if this is an original observation, but it's 
worth thinking about. Fascinating! 
      

The Sandhill Cranes leave the "Draw" at dawn and fly to the corn and wheat fields 

to feed. They return in the late morning. The birds return from all directions and 
arrive at a considerable altitude. They then circle down to the landing area 
creating a maelstrom of birds going in all directions. How they avoid mid- air 
collisions is something the FAA should investigate. This photo says it all!   >  >  >  

     

The Snow Goose winters in 

Arizona and along the Gulf coast 
from Alabama to Mexico. Snow 
geese are smaller than Canadians and weigh about six pounds. They summer in the 
arctic and are very prolific, producing good hatches and raising the young successfully. 
Young birds are fully fletched by 30 days and begin flying by the 35-40th days.   
     The birds form "family flocks" of related individuals and migrate together. Young 
birds do not mate till the third year.  
     These geese are strong flyers and begin migration in late September. They 
customarily depart at night and once in the air fly at 3-4 thousand feet. They have been 
reliably observed at 20,000 feet and have been documented to fly continuously for 70 
hours covering over 1800 miles. When flying they form "loose" V formations and 
constantly separate and remerge, changing leaders frequently. Their call is a bit like the 

Canadian, but they are less vocal. I have already mentioned their tendency to synchronize their wing beats.  
     The birds are either pure white with black wing tips, or occur in another color phase 
where the body is bluish grey and the head white. The "Blue Goose" was once considered 
a separate species, but now is known to be just a color phase. The feet are pink as is the 
bill. The birds feed on vegetation and the seeds left in the corn and wheat fields. A great 
sight to see!! The birds will be here until March, when they start leaving for the north. 
 

In addition to the cranes and geese, there are numerous ducks on the marsh. This one, 

Anas Clypeata, or Northern Shoveler is numerous. In past visits I noticed this "clutch" of 
ducks in one particular spot. From time to time, they get up and move about and have flown 
past me, but I've never been able to get a picture. Today was different.  
     They are distinctively marked and have a large "shovel" shaped bill. In flight their wing 
beats are very loud! They are impressive to hear. This picture emphasizes the almost unbelievable aerodynamic shape of the duck. 
The wing spread is about 30 inches and the duck weighs about a pound and a half. An interesting point about this bird:  it does not 
associate with the other ducks. This species tends to stay by itself and is only minimally vocal, as compared to the mallard. In the 
marsh areas where many species congregate, the swans tend to gather by themselves and do not intermingle to any extent with the 
geese and ducks. 
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Baudo Oropenduala – photo: Fundacion ProAves 
Reprinted with permission from American Bird Conservancy 

 
(Washington, D.C.) An expedition in northwestern Colombia by the conservation 

organization Fundacion ProAves has discovered two previously unknown colonies of 
one of the world’s rarest, most endangered birds – the Baudo Oropenduala 
(Psarocolius cassini). The expedition was funded in part by American Bird 
Conservancy (ABC), the nation’s leading bird conservation organization. 
     Prior to this new discovery of about 70-80 birds near the Western Cordillera, fewer 
than a dozen birds were known to exist from a single, different location about 75 miles 
away. This  represents a major expansion of our knowledge of the bird’s range. 
     “American Bird Conservancy is thrilled to have helped fund the research expedition that led to this stunning discovery of these two 
new colonies of this rare bird. Now we need to work with ProAves to conserve and protect them. Their work with us on this and many 
other projects has advanced the cause of bird conservation enormously,” said ABC President George Fenwick. 
     The Baudo Oropenduala is listed as endangered under IUCN-World Conservation Union criteria. The species is a large,  mostly 
black bird with brown wings, a pointed gray and orange bill, and a long, yellow tail. The bird has a pink cheek patch that distinguishes it 
from similar looking birds. These gregarious birds eat large insects and fruit. They are very vocal, producing a wide range of songs, 
sometimes including mimicry. 
     Unfortunately, the two newly discovered colonies are completely unprotected. More alarming is that deforestation in this area is 
accelerating and urgent conservation measures are required. 
     ABC, working in cooperation with a variety of local partners, has established or expanded 43 bird reserves in Central and South 
America, and the Caribbean. Many of these resreves are featured on www.conservationbirding.org The site encourges the birding 
community worldwide, to visit these reserves to see the spectacular variety of birds the reserves help protect. Such visits help provide 
Funding that will ensure the long term viability of these world class birding destinations. 
 

 
 

Emphasizing the Pathology  
of Marine Mammals 

By Donna Sleight 
 

Did you ever wonder what happens to the marine animals that 

are found dead on the beach or the ones that die at stranding 
centers? In New Jersey, when all rescue and rehabilitation 
attempts have failed and the animal dies, the animal is delivered 
to the Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory at New Bolton Center, 
School of Veterinary Medicine, University of Pennsylvania for 
necropsy and histopathology services. 
     Once there, the animals are weighed and measured, and 
necropsy samples are sent to the Armed Forces Institute of 
Pathology in Washington, DC for microscopic examination and 
evaluation. They not only determine the cause of death, but also 

conduct basic and applied research on disease etiology. The 
reports are then sent back to the Marine Mammal Stranding 
Center in Brigantine, NJ, as well as to the National Marine 
Fisheries Service, where vital knowledge gained from necropsy 
(including stomach content analysis) is used for future research 
by members of the scientific community. The skeletal remains 
are sometimes sent to the Smithsonian Institution for their 
continued studies on cetaceans. 
     From the early efforts of medical doctors with an interest in 
comparative medicine and pathology to today’s modern animal 
pathology programs with board certified veterinary pathologists, 
animal pathology has contributed to the improved understanding 
of wild animals. Since the possibility exists for transmission of 
diseases between marine mammals and humans, this can be 
very important. Bites from marine mammals carry the potential 
danger of infection and disease transmission common to any 
type of animal bite. There are also a number of disease agents 
that are common to both humans and marine mammals. 
     By studying the viruses and other diseases afflicting these 
animals, insight is gained on strandings and the marine 
environment. Diagnostic testing facilitates ongoing research and 
educational efforts concerning the potential infectious disease 
threats to other wildlife populations, as well as to humans. 

Photo by Donna Sleight
 

 
 

IN THE NEWS: An Unusual Visit from a Feathered Predator - Submitted by J. Brady 

 

Folks in the New Hampshire town of Dover were rewarded with a visit from a peregrine falcon, which is known 

as being the fastest creature on the planet. 
     The peregrine falcon is considered endangered in Maine and New Hampshire and since they are usually 
found in the forested northern parts of these states, sightings are rare in the cities. 
     This beautiful, fearsome hunter is distinguished by black, tear-shaped stripes on its cheek area and a black-
tipped, snub-nosed beak. Feeding almost entirely on other birds, they dive-bomb them from above at speeds 
over 200 mph. It has a unique and deadly tomial tooth on its beak to capture its prey.   
     After its decline from DDT pesticide, it was taken off the federal endangered species list in 1999. It is still 
considered endangered in some states where its numbers are still low. It is estimated that the total peregrine 
population in the U.S. and Canada is just 3,300 individuals. Local animal control officers think the bird was in 
the midst of migrating from Canada to South America. Peregrines live everywhere except Antarctica. 

http://www.conservationbirding.org/
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Book Review:  
The Travails of Two 

Woodpeckers 
 by Noel Snyder 

Reviewed by Gaylord Inman 
 

Nearly two feet long with striking 

black, white, and red plumage, 
the Ivory-billed and Imperial 
Woodpeckers were two of the 
most impressive woodpeckers in 
the world. This book examines 
the history of the decline and 

causes of extinction of these species.  
     The author, Noel Snyder, was a graduate student who 
attended Cornell (an acquaintance of AAS member, Rudy Arndt). 
Noel was formerly with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and with 
Wildlife Preservation Trust International. The saying that "you 
cannot judge a book by its cover" is probably true, but you have 
an indication of the quality of this book by turning to the 
Literature Cited section at the end of the book. Total literature 
cited is 214! This includes "Hope is the thing with feathers," a 
favorite of mine. 

     If you have read "Wesley the 
Owl" you came to understand that 
Wesley had emotions and feelings 
and a reader could conclude that it 
is probable that this sort of 
characteristic would apply to all 
avian species to some degree or 
the other.  The importance of this to 
the welfare of a viable wild 
population is unknown, but Mr. 
Snyder acknowledges that causes 
for extinction can include 
"humanity's outright persecution of 
a species, whether for food, sport, 
trophies, specimens, medicinal purposes, simple curiosity or 
reductions in threats to crops and livestock." My point would be 
that this persecution by man to some degree might affect the 
behavior of a species which might lead to its extinction. In short, 
a population might reach the point of a loss of will to survive.  
     So read the book, draw your own conclusions regarding what 
happened to these particular extinct species, and then pick 
another book in "literature cited" and continue with the process of 
understanding life and death. 

And thank you Rudy for giving me this book for Christmas!                                                  
(Ivory-billed on left --- Imperial on right) 

 
 

 FEDERAL NEWS 
 
Recovery Plan for Thick-billed Parrots: A recovery plan for an endangered parrot that 
once flew through the forests of New Mexico and Arizona has been agreed upon by 
our federal government. 
     Listed as an endangered species in 1973, a population of about 2,800 thick-billed 
parrots still lives in the wilds of northern Mexico. Once a common sight throughout the 
southwestern portion of our country, they are now rarely seen here. 
     This parrot is one of two parrot species originally found in the United States. The 
Carolina parakeet is the second, becoming extinct around 1940.  
      Thick-billed parrots (guacas or guacamayas) are loud and social parrots that feed 
on pinecone seeds. They became threatened by the illegal pet trade, as well as the lost 
of their nesting grounds, due to the logging industry. Their tame nature also made 
them easy targets for hunters during the 1920s. 
      There is an active plan by environmentalists, aided by the federal government, to 
try reintroducing these parrots back into our country. A draft of the plan is under way 
and should be available to the public by the end of June, 2012. 
 

 
 

Of Birds and Blizzards 
By Linda Gangi 

 

The wind howled during the night, wiping snow into sculptured 

drifts, temperatures dropped into the low 20s.  
     When dawn broke in the morning, I peered out the window 
towards the bird feeder; worried that it would be empty, 
wondering how the birds would survive such 
a weather event that dropped at least two 
feet of snow in my yard, pushing drifts 
upwards to four feet. 
     To my relief, those amazingly hardy little 
creatures were already at the feeder. Think 
of it, most small birds weigh just a few 
grams, how would we fare out of doors in the 
elements all night? 
     One by one they showed up at the 
feeder.  My tube feeder’s holes were 
plugged up so food was limited, but they 
made do with the rest.  
     The Red-breasted Nuthatch and Downy 

Woodpecker got comfortable on the suet feeder, while the other 
birds scratched in the flat feeder for morsels. Carolina 
Chickadees, Dark-eyed Juncos, White-throated Sparrows, 
American Goldfinches, Carolina Wrens, Mourning Doves, House 
Finches and White-breasted Nuthatches all took their turn.  
     To ensure they had enough food, I opened the back door and 
laid a bowl of water and a tray full of seed in the snow; they fully 
took advantage of the offering. I love watching these endearing 
little creatures, so delicate, so resourceful. I am always in awe of 

their survival skills.  
     Later in the morning, I finally plucked up the 
courage and waded through the drifts of snow 
to the bird feeder to clean out the access holes 
and fill up the flat feeder. Unable to move past 
that point, I made a hasty retreat back to my 
sanctuary, to await the crews that would dig 
me out.  
     From the window, I am able to enjoy the 
birds feasting. I have nowhere to go and 
nothing to do and I’m as content as I can be. 
I’m still waiting for the Pine Warbler that visited 
last year during the blizzard; I saw it just a few 
weeks ago, so I’m hopeful.  
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By Marika Hill – Manawatu Standard 
Reprinted with permission from Stuff – www.stuff.co.nz 

 

He may be a runt with two broken legs, but Piwi the kiwi is as tough as they come. 

     The accident-prone brown kiwi works out regularly on the treadmill in Massey 
University‟s Wildlife Ward in New Zealand. He was admitted after being discovered near 
Mt Ruapehu with a broken leg that had healed badly. Piwi would have had little chance 
surviving in the wild, especially as he is only half the size of a normal four-year old Kiwi. 
     Massey veterinarians had to re-break his leg to straighten it and then sent him to the 
Rainbow Springs Kiwi Wildlife Park near Rotorua for further rehabilitation. 
     However, the first night he was there, he somehow broke his other leg. Losing blood, Piwi was rushed back to Massey 
University‟s veterinarian centre. Fortunately, another kiwi was able to provide blood for a transfusion and Piwi pulled 
through. But, the fight wasn‟t over…..Palmerston North physiotherapist Fiona O‟Connor prescribed a strict rehabilitation 
regime, including treadmill workouts, massage and physio exercises. It was the first time veterinarians had used a 
treadmill for a kiwi‟s muscle development. 
     Piwi did not take to this naturally and would be grumpy when awakened for his workout three times a week. Dr. Argilla 
said, “He was particularly stubborn in true kiwi form, and just sat there {as if saying} I‟m not going to do this. He‟d bite 
caregivers‟ hands when he got fed up with walking. But he‟s quite a tolerant little guy.” 
     Piwi went back to Rainbow Springs for further rehabilitation before being released back into the wild. It is unknown how 
Piwi broke both legs, but vets suspect weakened muscles caused the second break. 
     Dr. Argilla said that they are doing the best they can for him, but are very worried about him, as he is so little. She 
hopes that he will eventually find a mate that will hang out with him. 
 

 
 

Climate Risks Greater 
for Long Distance Migratory Birds 

By Mark Kinver 
Science and Environment Reporter, BBC News – 

www.bbc.co.uk – reprinted with permission from the BBC 

 

Birds embarking on long distance 

migrations are more vulnerable to shifts in 
the climate than ones making shorter 
journeys, a study suggests. Scientists say 
the increasingly early arrival of spring at 
breeding sites in Europe makes it harder 
for the birds to attract a mate or find food. 
     The researchers warn that the 
“increasing ecological mismatch” can lead 
to a decline in bird populations. The 
findings appear in the journal Proceedings 
B of the Royal Society. 
     “The study was based on a very large dataset of 117 
migratory bird species that migrate from Africa or southern 
Europe to northern Europe, covering about 50 years,” said 
co-author Nicola Saino, from the University of Milan. 
     The international team of researchers, from Italy, 
Germany, Finland and Russia, wanted to see if the spring 
arrival time of the birds at their breeding sites had 
changed over the past half century. 
     To achieve this, they used the birds‟ average arrival 
days at a number of bird observatories in northern Europe. 
The team then compared this information with the 
corresponding year‟s “degree days”, which refers to the 
total of average daily temps above a threshold that will 
trigger natural cycles, (plants coming into leaf or flower). 
     “We know that temperatures affect the progress of 
spring – the higher the temperatures in the first months of 

the year, the earlier spring arrives,” Professor Saino told 
BBC News. 
     „Missed opportunities‟: Earlier this year, researchers 
from the UK‟s Centre for Ecology and Hydrology published 
a study that suggested that spring was arriving in the UK 

11 days earlier than 30 years ago. 
     Professor Sanio and the team found that 
spring was beginning earlier, which had a 
consequence for the migratory birds. “The 
birds that have not kept track with the changes 
have declined more in northern Europe.” 
These were primarily species making long 
distance migrations from sub-Saharan areas, a 
diverse set including ducks, swallows and 
warblers. 
     “The most likely problem is that there is 
optimum time in spring for the birds to breed; 

and by arriving late, the birds are probably missing the 
best period in which to breed,” he said. “Peaks in food 
abundance, such as insects, are very narrow in northern 
latitudes; so if you arrive too late and miss the peak, then 
you miss the best opportunity to raise your offspring. 
     He added that this “ecological mismatch” was likely to 
be the main reason for the decline in the birds‟ 
populations. The data show that the birds are reaching the 
breeding sites earlier, but not early enough to keep 
aligned with the advance of spring. 
     The long-term consequence could be that populations 
continue to decline, but Professor Saino cautioned that it 
was a complex issue. “It also depends a lot on what is 
happening in the winter,” he suggested. “One of the 
reasons why they might not be able to keep track of the 
changes is that they are unable to shift their winter sites 
northwards. Or they may have to shift their wintering sites 
southwards, which will make their journey longer.”  

http://www.stuff.co.nz/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/
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            Winter News from Dr. George Anast in Arizona 
 

It's a miserable day in Tucson. A strong winter storm off the Pacific is dropping a couple of feet 

of snow on the mountains and heavy rain in the valley along with intermittent snow showers. 
Temps will go to the twenties tomorrow and I'm afraid all of our fruit will be frozen. We have 
feed out for the birds, and in this weather they are feeding heavily. The sparrows and the quail 
are at the block constantly. 
      I was watching the antics at the feeder when all of a sudden a Roadrunner showed up on 
the wall. The stranger didn't bother the block and left the other birds alone. The Roadrunner is 
a notorious predator and makes short work of the baby quail in the spring. The lizards fare no 
better. This is the first time I've seen the bird come close to the feeder. Usually they are on the 
road in front of the house, or in the yard. 
     We have a couple of these in the area and they are more or less fearless. Of course, they 
are at the top of the food chain along with the hawks and owls and have little to fear except for the bobcats. Unfortunately the bird 

would not get out from behind the rose bush, so I cannot show the long characteristic tail. An 
interesting and tough bird…  


Tucson has set records for successive nights with temps below freezing. This last evening was 

the first in seven nights or so that it did not freeze. Tell that to the plants: they are devastated. Our 
pots are largely gone, but the grapefruit have survived. I don't know about the lemons.  
     In the cold, all the birds are feeding heavily. They need the nourishment to maintain body 
temperature under these conditions. The quail have their feathers ruffled to increase their 
insulation. They look almost twice the size of when it's warm! The quail block is getting lots of 
attention today. The birds have been here more or less continuously since just after sunrise. 
Since space on the block is limited, there is a lot of coming and going with frequent "chases" of 
one bird after another. It ends up looking like an avian fire-drill, at times. 

     This picture shows three males at breakfast. The birds look good and are vigorous. Gamble's Quail are real survivors and they seem 
totally adapted to the desert. Interestingly enough they rarely, if ever, drink. They seem to get all the fluids they need from the food they 
eat. That seems hard to believe, but I have never seen them take a drink from any of the saucers under the pots! 

 
 

Greater White-fronted goose: I saw these birds 

my last time out. They circled the Draw at some 
distance, but did not land. They made several 
passes, but apparently didn't find the Draw to 
their liking. Since they did not come close, I was 
unable to get a terribly detailed picture at high 
resolution. I'm forced to make a very substantial 
enlargement that shows the main feature, the 
"white front," which is actually the front of the 
head, not the body. The breast area is often 
spotted leading to a colloquial term "Speckled 
Belly."  
     Along with the goose; a little photographic lesson….. This bird 
was probably three to four hundred yards away. The 600 mm 
lens did a good job, but when enlarging digital photographs there 
are problems. The file is large, 3.1 meg, but the enlarged area is 
only a small part of the whole, and so the information in the file is 
very limited - hence the lack of sharpness. The exposure was 
1/3200 of a second and the "film speed" equivalent to ASA 400. 
The "grainy" appearance of the sky is "noise" in the file due to 
the low pixel count. The noise can be reduced by lowering the 
"film speed." But, then, you need longer exposures, which lead 
to blurring, as well. Photography is an art based on accepting 
compromises! 
     To describe the birds and their habits I have copied an entry 
from the South Dakota DNR Website: The Greater White-fronted 
Goose is a common spring migrant in South Dakota, and can 
also be found during the fall migration. They have adapted well 
to a human presence and now rely heavily on waste grain and 
other agricultural by-products on their wintering grounds.    
Habitat: Breeds on both wet coastal areas and drier inland areas 

on the Arctic tundra. In migration and in winter, they are 
generally found in open habitats where they have easy access to 
both agricultural fields for feeding and shallow waters for roosting 
at night. 
Diet: Primarily feeds on grasses, sedges, other plants, berries, 

and buds in the summer - relies heavily on seeds and waste 
grain in the winter, as well as new growth. They will also 
occasionally feed on snails and aquatic insects. 

Behavior: Often forages on 

land, walking along and eating 
food items on the ground. In 
the water, it swims on the 
surface, reaching its head and 
neck under the water for food 
items. 
Breeding:  Non-breeder in 

South Dakota 
Song: High-pitched laughing 

honk 
Migration: Summers on the 

Arctic tundra - winters locally in California, Washington, Oregon, 
New Mexico, and Arizona, as well as near the U.S. Gulf Coast 
and Mexico. They tend to follow established routes and use the 
same stopover points each season. They are generally only 
found west of the Mississippi River. 
Similar Species: Snow Goose, in particular, the blue-phase of 

the Snow Goose. 
Conservation Status: Generally stable, although numbers can 

fluctuate.  For unknown reasons, populations dropped sharply in 
the 1970s, but rebounded in the 1980s. Populations still possibly 
increasing… 

 

When you've looked 
at the Crane 
landing, check the 
website below to 
see the Concorde 
landing.  

 
Fascinating… 

 
http://www.concorde-

archives.co.uk/index.p
hp?act=viewProd&pro
ductId=104 
 

http://www.concorde-archives.co.uk/index.php?act=viewProd&productId=104
http://www.concorde-archives.co.uk/index.php?act=viewProd&productId=104
http://www.concorde-archives.co.uk/index.php?act=viewProd&productId=104
http://www.concorde-archives.co.uk/index.php?act=viewProd&productId=104


SPRING 2011                                                             ATLANTIC CURRENTS                                                                   12    
 

White Pelicans Affected by Oil Find New Home at Brookfield Zoo 
Reprinted (in part) with permission for the Chicago Zoological Society – www.czs.org 

 

Five American white pelicans, rescued from the Gulf of Mexico as a 

result of the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, have a new home at Brookfield 
Zoo. Animal Programs staff from the Chicago Zoological Society, which 
manages the zoo, drove to pick up the birds at Jackson Zoo in 
Mississippi, where they had been temporarily housed. Following the 
approximately 12-hour drive back to Brookfield, the birds received 
physicals and are currently in the zoo’s Animal Hospital, where they will 
remain for at least a 30-day quarantine period. 
     Three of the pelicans are adults and the other two are less than 2 
years old (sub-adult plumage). All five birds had sustained wing injuries 

prior to the oil spill that prevented them from migrating to their northern breeding range. When the oil spill occurred, the 
birds, which were slight to moderately oiled, joined other wildlife species that needed human intervention. They were 
treated for their injuries, cleaned, and stabilized until permanent homes could be found for them. It is hoped that these 
birds will serve as ambassadors for their wild counterparts to help educate about the effects the oil spill has had on the 
wildlife in the Gulf. 
     Brookfield Zoo is one of four zoos receiving rehabilitated white pelicans from Jackson Zoo. They said that at this time, 
they do not yet know the potential long-term health risks the pelicans may have sustained due to exposure to the oil. They 
are planning to monitor them closely and collect data on their health in an attempt to look at the immediate and long-range 
impact the oil may have on them. 
     In addition to helping with efforts to rescue the pelicans, the Chicago Zoological Society’s Sarasota Dolphin Research 
Program is collaborating with federal agencies that are responding to and assessing the impact of the oil spill on dolphins 
and other wildlife. Collaborators are collecting information on many aspects of dolphin biology, including health, behavior, 
genetics, environmental change, and adverse interactions with humans. The data collected through the program are now 
even more critical, providing benchmarks to look at the immediate and long-term impacts of the spill on dolphins in the 
Gulf of Mexico.  

 
 

Challenger the Bald Eagle 
 

 
Challenger is a non-releasable Bald Eagle cared for by 
the non-profit American Eagle Foundation. Since 1991, 
this majestic bird has been a free-flying educational 
ambassador for his recovering species in the wild. He was 
blown from his Louisiana nest in a storm at five weeks of 
age – was rescued and hand-raised by well-meaning 
people. As a result, he became human-imprinted for life. 
     Two unsuccessful release attempts resulted in 
Challenger almost dying and eventually being handed 
over to the Federal authorities. They gave Challenger to 
the American Eagle Foundation for care and educational 
programs. 
     Named in honor of the lost space shuttle crew, 
Challenger has performed free-flights during the USA’s 
National Anthem at hundreds of events coast to coast – 

raising substantial public awareness for the Bald Eagle 
protection cause. He is the first Bald Eagle in American 
history trained to free-fly into stadiums and arenas during 
the singing of the Star Spangled Banner. He has helped 
educate millions of people about the need to protect the 
USA’s National Bird. 
     Once on the brink of extinction, the Bald Eagle has 
made a successful come-back to the USA’s lands, 
waterways and skies, 
In June 2007, our 
nation’s living symbol 
of freedom was 
removed from 
Endangered Species 
Act protection. Its 
dramatic recovery is 
an American success 
story attained by 
caring people 
working together. It 
will now be up to 
every United States 
citizen to keep this 
precious national 
treasure flying strong 
and free for future 
generations. 
     For more 
information, contact 
the American Eagle 
Foundation at: 
www.eagles.org  

http://www.czs.org/
http://www.eagles.org/
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“special events” 
 

Books Available (donation suggested) 
 

Door Prizes: Since this will be an on-going event 
(every meeting), please don’t forget to bring a 
donation (new or used) of nature items for our table 
and/or any books you have finished. 
IDEAS: Individual plant cuttings taken from your 
gardens, seeds, bulbs – other items having a “nature” 
theme, such as: jewelry, calendars, books, humming 
bird feeders, bird houses, etc.  
     Please, on any used donations, make sure they are 
clean (especially feeders and bird houses).Thank You! 


 

Bird Songs Bible: 
A Must-Have for Birding Faithful - 

Blend of art, science, & sound makes 
a unique birthday gift 

 

Ithaca, NY—There’s that old saw about 
a “bird in the hand.” Better use both 
hands for the Bird Songs Bible: The 
Complete Illustrated Reference for North 
American Birds, edited by Les Beletsky. 

This deluxe offering from Chronicle Books blends artwork, 
information, and sounds for all breeding bird species found in 
North America. The songs and calls for each species come from 
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Macaulay Library. 
     The Bird Songs Bible has a built-in audio player so the songs 
and calls of nearly 750 bird species are just the push of a button 
away with beautiful images at every turn of the page. 
     Each species account includes four-color illustrations and 
range maps, showing where the bird is likely to be found. 
Information about the bird’s habitat, behavior, and vocalizations 
is also included. But the most unique feature of the Bird Songs 
Bible is its sound player. The numbered recordings match up 

with the appropriate species. From the nasal honking of the 
Trumpeter Swan to the clucks, rattles, and whistles of the 
Yellow-breasted Chat—this is a great way to practice learning 
how to identify birds by sound before testing your ears in the 
great outdoors. 
     Editor Les Beletsky is a bird biologist and author of Bird 
Songs and Bird Songs from Around the World. 
     The Bird Songs Bible retails for $125.00. 
 

Contacts: April Whitney, Chronicle Books, (415) 537-4253, 

April_Whitney@chroniclebooks.com 
Pat Leonard, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, (607) 254-2137, 
pel27@cornell.edu 

mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
http://www.freewebs.com/atlanticaudubonsociety
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chroniclebooks.com%2findex%2fmain%2cbook-info%2fstore%2cbooks%2fproducts_id%2c8874%2ftitle%2cBird-Songs-Bible%2f&srcid=26425&srctid=1&erid=4492462
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chroniclebooks.com%2findex%2fmain%2cbook-info%2fstore%2cbooks%2fproducts_id%2c8874%2ftitle%2cBird-Songs-Bible%2f&srcid=26425&srctid=1&erid=4492462
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chroniclebooks.com%2findex%2fmain%2cbook-info%2fstore%2cbooks%2fproducts_id%2c8874%2ftitle%2cBird-Songs-Bible%2f&srcid=26425&srctid=1&erid=4492462
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.chroniclebooks.com%2f&srcid=26425&srctid=1&erid=4492462
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu&srcid=26425&srctid=1&erid=4492462
mailto:April_Whitney@chroniclebooks.com
mailto:pel27@cornell.edu
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Atlantic Audubon Society PO Box 63, Absecon, NJ 08201 

 
***Please Print Information*** 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________  State: ________ Zip: _________ 
 
Phone: _______________________ * Email: _____________________________________ 

                                                                              (Required for free color version newsletter) 
 

Are you interested in helping with a committee or a board position?   YES (     ) NO (     ) 
 
What are some of your interests? _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To keep your newsletters 
arriving without 

interruption, please do not 
forget to keep your contact 

information up-to-date. 
 

This includes changes of: 
Address 

Phone Number 
Email 

 

Email changes to: 
donnaSL8@comcast.net 

OR 
AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net 

OR Call: 
(609) 377-5795 

 
Please keep your membership 
current by sending renewals to 

address on application. 
 THANK YOU! 
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