
 

 
                       

 
We now meet 10 months of the year! 
JUNE has been added to our General Meeting months!  

 

Programs held in Galloway Library on Jimmy Leeds Road, 
Galloway Township - 7:30 pm, on the 4th Wednesday of 

every month except November and December 
 Light refreshments served 

Please feel welcome to bring your own coffee/soda/water 


 

UPCOMING PROGRAM 
 

August 25: David La Puma will speak about tracking the bird 
migration over New Jersey using Doppler radar. 

  


 
Submitted by Gerrie Satz 

The Atlantic Audubon Society donated $500.00 toward the 
building/rebuilding of the Terrapin fencing located along the 
Margate Causeway. 
     Reading in the Press of Atlantic City that the causeway 
fencing was in a state of disrepair due to the storms of the 
past winter, the Board of Directors deemed this to be a good 
cause and voted unanimously to help with this project. 


 
ROAD CLEAN-UPS: Please Help!!!!! 

 

Drosera Avenue contact: 

Kathy & John Peterson: 965-5748 
2010: Sept. 12 & Dec. 5 
2011: Mar. 6 & June 5 

Meet at Drosera &Cologne Aves. 
 
 

Great Creek Road contact: 

Gaylord Inman: 645-1470 
2010: Aug. 28, Oct. 30, & Dec. 18 

2011: Feb. 26, Apr. 23, June 25 & Aug. 27 
Meet at Rte#9 & Great Creek Rd 



 
                                    
 

                                     

 

The Catbird poem submitted by Gaylord Inman 

Photo: by L. James Meyers 
 

The Catbird sings 
a crooked song, 

in minors that are flat, 
And, when he can't 
control his voice 

he mews just like a cat,       
Then nods his head and 

whisks his tail 
and lets it go at that. 

Oliver Davis 
 

 

LOOK! See “EXPANDED” newsletter – in this issue! 
 

An additional page or two may occasionally be added to the 
newsletter to feature an interesting or unusual story, 
preferably sent in by fellow Audubon people. 
     This month, there are two feature stories, both by Sandy 
Driscoll. See Page 11 for an unbelievable hummingbird 
rescue with documented photos! On Page 12, don’t miss the 
stunning color spectacular of her trip to Bosque Del 
Apache, near Socorro, NM to see the annual migration of the 
cranes and landscape in “reflection”. Watch for the coyote! 
 
 

IN CASE YOU DID NOT RECEIVE YOUR NEW:  
Calendar of Programs, Events, and Field Trips (2010 & 
2011) from AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net please let 
me know at donnaSL8@comcast.net.  
     The 2-page calendar was sent separately for easier 
reference. And, while you’re at it, print out a copy of 
our membership form (page 14) and give it to a friend! 
 

 

Refuge News - by Ed Bristow 
 

There are still delays in the opening of the new visitor 
station: Installation of gutters, finishing up and correcting 
minor errors and flaws in the workmanship, correcting water 
flow problems and fire suppression system, etc. We are 
looking for all this to be completed by the end of August so 
that the store fixtures can be installed. Once that is done, 
there will be an un-official opening.  Real grand opening will 
await the installation of the new exhibits.  Be sure to check 
out the e-bird tracking system located on the front porch to 
enter sightings, identify birds and see what else has been 
seen. 
     Shorebird migration started in early July, a little ahead of 
schedule. Dowitchers, yellowlegs, spotted sandpipers, gull-
billed terns and oystercatchers are common. Ospreys have 
fledged and can be seen perched on nests and poles around 
the Wildlife Drive. Songbirds will be migrating through in the 
next few weeks. Best of all, the greenheads seem to be 
much less abundant now.  

NEWSLETTER of the ATLANTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY                    FALL  2010 
                 (Osprey Image courtesy of Dr. Lou Newman) 

 
 

mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
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A Message to Out-going President, Gaylord Inman – by Donna Sleight 

      

      I would like to take a moment to let you know that during your 3-year term as AAS president, members 
have held you in high regard and have more than once remarked to me about your dedication, expertise, 
patience, and constant good humor regarding your duties. 

     During your term in office, the special efforts you expended to increase AAS membership (which brought astounding results) were 
appreciated by us all. And, we continue to be grateful for your on-going dedication to the Conservation Committee, as well as your 
contributions to the community. You have shown us what can be done with enough energy and determination.  
     Many thanks for your outstanding service and a job well done. Somebody famous once said: 

“People are not the best because they work hard. They work hard because they are the best.” 
 

 

Conservation Committee News - by Gaylord Inman 

Please email or phone me with your comments regarding this situation: gaylord080@aol.com or (609) 645-1470 
Site: intersection Clearview & Walnut in Pleasantville - used for little league, but not for at least 10 years. 

 

 There is an insect problem at this location. Insects would bother children playing 
there for at least 4 months of the year. 

 The sign indicates that the State Green Acres Program is supporting this 
construction of a new soccer field.  

 A large quantity of fill was trucked into the site to level the field close to Tidal 
Wetlands. 

 Large drain pipes are being buried below the surface. 
 Huge machinery is being used to develop the site for the soccer field. 

  

     In light of the fact that there will be an insect problem in this location, NJ economy is in 
bad shape, and this is certainly an expensive project, we have to question why this location 
is being developed at this time after so many idle years use of this Green Acres area. 
     The project is intended to support the youth in Pleasantville, an important factor, as these are troubled times there and people are 
searching for ways to stop the violence. This is a consideration that should not be taken lightly, as support for the community is needed. 

 
 

A Little Bird Told Me…An Interview with President Becky Hedden - by Beth Ann Spiegel 
 

As a newcomer to Atlantic Audubon in May 2009, I wasn’t sure what to expect. I had only been birding for about a 

year, and I didn’t know a soul in the group.  I must admit, walking into that room at the Galloway library for the first 
time was a bit intimidating! But after a warm and genuine greeting from Becky Hedden, I immediately felt 
comfortable and excited to be surrounded by people who appreciate birds and nature as much as I do.  
     Becky’s ability to make new members feel welcome is just one quality that makes her perfect for the position as 
president of Atlantic Audubon. She sat down with me recently to talk more about her goals as president, her 
passion for birding and nature, and the experiences that brought her where she is today.  

Beth Ann (BAS): What sparked your interest in nature and birding in particular?  
Becky:  I became a birder in 1990 at the age of 21 after a Vertebrate Zoology class at Rutgers with Emile Devito and an Ornithology 
class with Dr. Charles Leck. I have been interested in nature all my life; my grandmother shared her interest in backyard birds with me. 
BAS:  What is your favorite bird, or family of birds, and why? 
Becky: The Loggerhead Shrike, the American Dipper of the US, and the Megapode family of Australasia. They are all unusual birds 
with interesting life histories. Loggerhead Shrikes are songbirds that hunt like hawks. American Dippers are aquatic songbirds that walk 
along the bottom of rushing streams, and Megapodes bury their eggs in mounds, which are incubated by rotting compost, and when the 
chicks emerge from the ground, some species are able to fly on the same day they hatch! 

BAS:  Of all the places in the world you could choose to spend a week birding, where would you go? 
Becky: Anywhere in the United States that I haven't been before. Utah, Washington State, and the Dry Tortugas are on my list. 
BAS: What is your all-time favorite place to go birding?  
Becky: Any New Jersey barrier island in the winter, especially in the Barnegat Bay area 

BAS: Do you have a birder or naturalist role model, whether you know them personally or just admire from afar? If so, who and why?  
Becky: Pete Bacinski of the Sandy Hook Bird Observatory…I admire his skill and manner as a field trip leader. 
BAS: What can you tell us about your education and employment background?  
Becky: I graduated from Rutgers, Cook College with a bachelor’s in Natural Resource Management. I was a biological aide, monitoring 
piping plovers at Holgate for US Fish and Wildlife and at Barnegat Light for a joint project with The Nature Conservancy and the NJ 
Division of Fish & Game. I was a naturalist for an outdoor program in Texas, a tour guide in St. Paul, Alaska, and currently a naturalist 
at Island Beach State Park. I’m a Volunteer Master Naturalist in both Texas and New Jersey, a Certified Interpretive Guide, and a 
Rutgers Environmental Steward.  

BAS:  What are some of your goals as president of Atlantic Audubon? 
Becky: I have four main goals as president. I hope to increase field trip participation; encourage people to join Atlantic Audubon; 
encourage new and established members to become active committee members; and to encourage members to support our 
Conservation Committee by helping with local environmental concerns. Our Conservation Committee is already beginning to identify 
these issues.  

mailto:gaylord080@aol.com
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Atlantic Audubon SE Arizona trip – April 2010 
Tucson, Sierra Vista and Portal areas – by Joe Delesantro 

Follow this link: http://www.flickr.com/photos/byrder2002/ to enjoy over 50 beautiful photos 

 

View ALL at above website 
 

Left Column: Elegant Trogon - Summer Tanager 

Middle column: W. Screech Owl - Harris Hawk 

Right Column: Avocets - Anna’s Hummingbird - Arizona Cactus Flower 


Community News - Submitted by Gaylord Inman 

The Pleasantville location of the Absecon Creek Watershed was featured in New Jersey Audubon Field Guide 
 

 The Absecon Watershed area located just west of Leeds Avenue School on Leeds Avenue has been 
included in a new trail guide published by New Jersey Audubon Society entitled Pine Barrens & Beyond. 

 The Leeds Avenues site offers a nice view of the upper reaches of Absecon Creek where it flows 
through freshwater hardwood swamps. The site contains an impressive collection of native trees, shrubs, and 
wildflowers. The bird population is well represented with backyard songbirds and wetlands species, and reptiles 
and amphibians are conspicuous in warmer weather. 

 Students from Leeds Avenue School use the site as an outdoor classroom. 

 The site was nominated by Atlantic County Audubon Conservation Committee. 
 NJ’s Birding & Wildlife Trails program provides all the info you need for weekend trips to view wildlife and enjoy the outdoors. 





 

Rare Australian Cockatoo Chicks Hatch – Population Now at 25 Birds - There are hopes that the magnificent 

Yellow-tailed black cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus funereus xanthanotus), native to Australia and inhabiting the 
Eyre Peninsula seems to be rebounding from the brink of extinction. They estimate that there are about 25 
birds left, 15 of which are part of the captive population. In January, 2005, devastating fires destroyed many 
of their nesting trees and food supplies, which pushed them further towards extinction. 
     However, two chicks in the captive population have recently been hatched at the George Wildlife Park in 
Adelaide. And, wildlife biologists who have been monitoring the wild population have seen rain and insects 
in abundance, as well as what appears to be successful nesting. The government has planted food sources 
for them as part of a rescue effort. The birth of the two chicks is the first hatch since 2005.  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/byrder2002/
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Mute Swans, 
introduced from 
Europe, are found 
in sheltered ponds 

and bays.  The pinkish-orange bill and black knob on the forehead are distinctive.  The black knob is larger on the cob (male) 
than on the pen (female).  Mute swans feed exclusively on aquatic vegetation by grazing or tipping up to reach vegetation on 
the bottom.  Although they tend to remain silent, they are not mute.  When threatened they make hissing and snorting sounds 
and are capable of explosive aggressive exhaling sounds and bugling.  Cygnets (young) make a peeping note.  In flight, Mute 
Swan’s wings make a loud, resonant, rather musical throbbing hum.  The seven cygnets in these images are five days old.  
Lou’s Web Site:  www.lounewmanphotography.com Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, FL, May, 2010. 

 




Seeing the GREEN FLASH is challenging; capturing an image of the green flash is very 

challenging.  I have captured digital images of the green flash from Lido Beach in Sarasota, FL, 
on three occasions; they could be seen on the computer but accurate prints were impossible.  
You can only imagine my delight when I captured this image on Midway Atoll.   
     I was on Midway Atoll to photograph Laysan Albatross (“Gooney Birds”) and other 
courting/nesting seabirds.  This atoll, at the northwestern end of the Hawaiian Archipelago, is in 
the middle of the Pacific Ocean 1200 miles northwest of Honolulu; it is a National Wildlife Refuge 
and the site of the World War II Memorial to the Battle of Midway.  There are no permanent 
residents on the small sand islands of this atoll.   

                  
Green flashes 
are optical 

phenomena 
that occur shortly after sunset or before sunrise, 
when a green spot or line is visible, usually for no 
more than a second or two.  They are usually seen 
on a clear evening when there is an unobstructed 
horizon, such as over the ocean.  The reason for a 
green flash lies in refraction of light in the 
atmosphere.  Light moves more slowly in the lower, 
denser air than in the thinner air above, and sunlight 
rays follow paths that curve slightly in the same 
direction as the curvature of the earth.  Higher 
frequency light (green/blue) curves more than lower 
frequency light (red/orange), so green/blue rays from 
the upper limb of the setting sun remain visible after 
the red rays are obstructed by the curvature of the 
earth.  

Image by Lou Newman, Midway Atoll, 
 March 11, 2010. 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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  Birds in Flight 
  

       

 
              By Gaylord Inman 
 

I promised to dig into this phenomenon to explain why birds 

don’t collide in flight. The simple answer is that we still don’t 
know. Stop here or read on. It is your choice. You can Google 
"Birds of a Feather," or,” Don Stap." Here’s what you will find: 
     Don Stap is a professor of English at the University of Central 
Florida and author of “A Parrot without a Name” and “Birdsong: A 
Natural History”. Lots of info on "Birds of a Feather Flock 
Together”.  
     A most recent publication by Louise Gray entitled, “How Birds 
of a Feather Flock Together”. 
     Oh boy, after a study of 13 homing pigeons fitted with 
backpacks that included GPS devices, the problem is solved!    
     Well, you can read it and draw your own conclusions, but I 
think the Oxford Professor needs to obtain more backpacks and 
continue with the study, perhaps fitting 1000 or more shorebirds 
with backpacks so that more information is obtained! At least you 
can learn that this study also relates to weighted preference of 
your close circle of friends and elections. Say what? 

     There’s more, but Google did not find it! 
     That is Mr. Stap’s article, "Birds of a Feather," which 
appeared in the February/March issue of "National Wildlife". If 
you do not subscribe to the National Wildlife Federation, you 
probably missed the best article ever written about birds in flight. 
Even if you might not read it you would be very impressed with 
the stunning photograph of a flock of (don’t try to count them) 
thousands of shorebirds in flight. We birdwatchers have seen 
flocks like this before which gets us back to the question of why 
don’t birds bump in flight. 
     Mr. Stap is my hero and his seven-page article is great!    
     Easy reading? … Almost. Pictures? ... JUST 6 stunning 
photographs! Authorities mentioned? ... Many - some of which I 
dug up in my previous searches. The one reference to "Boids" is 
not a typo. It was a computer simulation study of "Boids" which 
are computer birds! Stap concluded that it is easier to figure out 
why birds swarm in flocks than how they do it. Bits of reason 
provided is that waves of movement travel from bird to bird in 
just 15 milliseconds but reaction time of a sandpiper is 38 
milliseconds. So your guess is good as the many experts and 
wannabes who spent thousands of hours trying to figure this out. 
     One good analogy is the fact that, after long studies, we 
finally know why there is color in a rainbow. That doesn’t stop us 
from staring at every rainbow in awe and wonder. And when (if?) 
we finally learn the right answers about why swarming birds don’t 
bump into each other, we will still enjoy the sight of birds in flight.  





First California Condor Egg 

in Pinnacles National Monument in 100 Years 

 (with permission from Wildlife Extra - www.wildlifeextra.com) 
 

Captive bred condors produce egg in the wild March 2010- Biologists at Pinnacles National 

Monument in California have verified the first California condor nest in the Monument in over 100 years. 
A female released at the monument as a 1 ½ year old bird in 2004, has paired with a six year old male, 
originally released along the Big Sur coast by Ventana Wildlife Society. This is the first breeding 
attempt by either condor. They were tracked using radio telemetry and global positioning technology to 
the nest site for nearly a month before an egg was confirmed. 
     Conveniently, the condors chose a nest cave that can be easily viewed by the public and areas 
around the nest cliff will be closed to public use for the duration of the nesting period. 
     Biologists will be closely monitoring the nest to determine if the new parents succeed in incubating 
the egg and rearing a young bird to fledge from the high rocky cliff. Condor eggs take an average of 57 
days to hatch, and nestlings remain flightless for an additional 5½ to 6 months. Park Service biologists 
expect that if the new parents successfully rear a young condor, it would take its first flight in early 
October. 
     Pinnacles National Monument was chosen as a California condor release site due to historical documentation of condors in the area, 
good cliff nesting opportunities, and large expanses of intact habitat in the region. There have been six groups of condors released at 
Pinnacles National Monument, bringing the current total to 26 free-flying condors. Visitors will have the opportunity to take guided trips 
to the remote nest site, where the nesting pair and their offspring could frequently be viewed for extended periods. National Park 
biologists are working with partners at the Ventana Wildlife Society and community volunteers to build a self sustaining population of 
condors in central California over the next several years. This will contribute to one of the US Fish and Wildlife Service Recovery Plan 
goals by establishing a population in California of 150 or more condors with at least 15 breeding pairs. 
     California condors (Gymnogyps californianus) maintained a strong population in the American West until the mid-19th century, when 
shooting, poisoning from lead and strychnine, egg collecting, and general habitat degradation took a heavy toll. By the mid 1980's, the 
total population had dwindled to just 22 birds. The California condor was placed on the federal endangered species list in 1967. In the 
early 1980s, an intensive captive breeding program rescued the species from extinction and in the 1990s reestablishment efforts began 
in southern California. Since that time, release sites have also been launched in northern Arizona, along the Big Sur coast, at Pinnacles 
National Monument, and on the Baja Peninsula in Mexico. The current world population of California condors numbers 348. Ninety-five 
birds are flying free in California, eighteen in Baja Mexico, and seventy-four in Arizona. An additional 161 are in captive breeding 
centers. 
     For recovery of an endangered species to succeed, it is necessary to change the conditions that lead to their decline. Egg collecting 
is no longer a significant threat, the effects of DDT are likely to diminish, and poisoning of bait carcasses for predator control is no 
longer an established practice. The primary threat remaining to California condor recovery is lead poisoning. Condors inadvertently 
ingest lead bullet fragments when animal carcasses, or their gut piles, shot with lead ammunition remain on the landscape. For this 
reason, the California legislature outlawed the use of lead ammunition for big game hunting and depredation within the condors’ range. 
For more information, see: California Department of Fish and Game. The Institute for Wildlife Studies (www.iws.org) works to 

disseminate information of the effectiveness and availability of non-lead ammunition.  
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California Birds - Photos by Rudy Arndt 
 

Left: A female Gambel's quail, in the wild, 
near Thousand Palms, CA, 2010. 

 
Right: A male Costa's hummingbird taken outside of 

Thousand Palms, CA, January 2010. This is a wild bird 
(not one photographed at or near a feeder).



 
 
 

Injured Eagle Receives Unique Beak 
By Jason Lamb 

With permission from www.ktuu.com – (shortened for space limitations) 
 
Anchorage, Alaska: The wounded bald eagle found last December with severe damage 

to his beak is getting a little help from a place you might not expect. 
     “We decided to call him Cyrano,” said Cindy Palmatier at the Bird Treatment and 
Learning Center. “It seemed appropriate somehow.”  
     This is a unique place with a unique bird and a unique problem. “The current and most 
workable theory is that he got some fishing line wrapped around that beak,” Palmatier 
said. “And over time, it just slowly cut in and cut in and cut in.” The center’s staff had a 
problem to solve, which was to prevent that beak from breaking backwards. 
     The original plan involved a specially made mold sent out of state – and a lot of hassle. 
“We knew we wanted to come up with a solution that was going to be easy,” dentist Kirk Johnson said. Johnson’s idea was unorthodox, 
to say the least. “It’s the product they use when they make temporary crowns in humans. You see how it blends right in with the angle 
of his beak, covers up all lthe defectiveness we have in there. You know, it sounds very bizarre to say we’re holding all of this on with 
poster putty – but that’s really, truly what we’re doing,” Palmatier said. 
     “We wanted somethjing that was going to be yellow,” Johnson said. “I was looking around the office and saw a yellow highlighter 
pen, and thought…let’s paint this bird beak yellow.” 
     Yellow beak and all, Cyrano is doing pretty well. “I think Kirk did an excellent job of coming up with this type of material to make the 
beak out of,” Palmatier said. Who needs fancy prosthetic beaks anyway when poster putty, a highlighter and Alaska ingenuity will do? 
     Bird Treatment and Learning Center staff say Cyrano is doing just fine with his new beak. They don’t believe he can return to  the 
wild, but will be able to be used as an educational bird. 
     Right now, the only special consideration is that he’s got to eat fish already chopped up so he doesn’t have to rip or tear at anything.  
 

 
 

Dragonfly 
Mystery 

 
This 3 ½” x 5” dragonfly 
(perhaps a pond hawk?) 
was one of six discovered 
inside Boardwalk Hall in 
Atlantic City (all in one 
day) by organ curator Carl 
Loeser and submitted by 
organ restorer Mike 
Sleight.  
 

     Apparently, the insects gained access to the Hall through windows 
that were opened during the heat wave. Why so many gained access is 
a mystery, as they are not a common sight around that area. 

http://www.ktuu.com/
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    Photographing Birds in  
 

By George T. Anast, M.D. - gta45acp@comcast.net  
Feedback is welcome! 

 

Photographing birds in flight with telephoto lenses is always difficult and often impossible. Most birds 

fly at 30-40 miles an hour under ordinary circumstances. Doves may reach 60 mph, the Common Loon 
flies at about 50 mph. Sixty miles per hour is equivalent to 88 feet per second! 
     The 600mm digital camera telephoto lens has a 
field of view of about 4 degrees which is very 
small. Trying to find a fast moving bird in the 
viewfinder is very frustrating. By the time you have 

the bird in view the angle is wrong and you may have only a fraction of a second to 
shoot. A second shot is out of the question. I felt there had to be a better way. 
     My other hobby is pistol shooting. The so-called “Red Dot” sight offers a unique 
way to aim. Nothing has to be lined up. Just put the red dot on the target and pull 
the trigger. It seemed that this technique could be applied to photography, with 
ease. The modern digital camera sets the focus and exposure automatically, so all 
you really have to do is aim! 
     With the help of a good friend, a small red-dot sight was mounted on an 
appropriate rail. A shoe was then attached that would fit in the “hot shoe” found on 

most DSLR cameras. A lock nut was added and away I went.  
     When the sight is turned on, a red circle shows up in the glass viewer. It is 
necessary to “sight in” the camera so that the red dot is in the center of the field of 
view of the camera. This takes a few minutes and does require a tripod. Once set, the 
photos come almost effortlessly. Put the dot on the bird and hit the shutter release. It 
does take practice, but expertise comes quickly. 
     I have used this system for the past two years and am delighted. Virtually all the 
photos I’ve submitted have been taken with the “Flightsight.” I use it on a daily basis 
and have had no real trouble except for changing the battery occasionally. A new 
battery lasts about twenty- four hours, but the sight is left on while shooting and is 
often on for long periods of time. And, I’ve been known to forget to shut it off when 
done shooting. The camera goes off by itself, but I’ve yet to figure out how to do that 
with the sight!  

 
 

From: NRDC and the Cornell Lab info@welovebirds.org 
     When we launched the WeLoveBirds.org website in February, none of us could have imagined that two 
months later millions of birds in and around the Gulf of Mexico would have their lives and delicate habitats 
threatened by the worst environmental disaster in the history of the United States. The torrent of oil that 
gushed into the Gulf from the Deepwater Horizon was at least 10 times greater than what the Exxon Valdez 
dumped into Prince William Sound--and has put in harm’s way all shorebirds, marsh-dwellers, and seabirds in 
the region along with many other species that migrate through it. Believe it or not, “fall” migration begins now for long-distance migrants 
and continues through October for other species--another huge wave of birds that could come in contact with contaminated areas of the 
Gulf when they stop to rest and refuel. We invite you to use WeLoveBirds.org as a place to connect with others who are following this 
environmental tragedy, stay informed, share your feelings, and take action. The Natural Resources Defense Council is deeply involved 
in efforts to measure the impacts of the oil leak and hold those responsible accountable. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is engaging 
citizen-scientist participants in reporting bird sightings and is using bioacoustics technology to monitor whales in the Gulf. We’ve set 
aside a new area of this website, "Dispatches from the Gulf," to collate current information about the ongoing effort to measure the 
leak’s impact on birds and habitat: http://www.welovebirds.org/page/dispatches-from-the-gulf - Laughing Gull with oiled  feathers in 

Louisiana.  Photo by Benjamin Clock, Cornell Lab of Ornithology 
 

 

   "Making Good Use of the Soccer Field’s Lights in Canale Park" - photos by Francis Dumont 


































mailto:gta45acp@comcast.net
mailto:info@welovebirds.org
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.welovebirds.org&srcid=24065&srctid=1&erid=3841986
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nrdc.org&srcid=24065&srctid=1&erid=3841986
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu&srcid=24065&srctid=1&erid=3841986
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.welovebirds.org%2fpage%2fdispatches-from-the-gulf&srcid=24065&srctid=1&erid=3841986
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Boise Ridge Notes  
(A publication of the Idaho Bird Observatory) 

The Raptor Population Index Project by Greg Kaltenecker 
Submitted by Gerrie Satz  

 
Why do we count raptors every fall from Lucky Peak? We have 
often been asked that question. For years we would respond by 
saying something like: “We are contributing to regional 
population monitoring” or something like that. Well, what exactly 
does that mean? Now IBO and dozens of other raptor migration 
monitoring stations can demonstrate to supporters exactly what 
they mean by this. We can now show them exactly how our long-
term monitoring data is used and how it benefits conservation. 
     In 2008, a significant book was published titled The State of 
North America’s Birds of Prey. This book was the result of a 
serious effort that compiled and analyzed decades of raptor 
migration counts from sites located all over North America 
(http://rpi-project.org/). This work assesses migration 
patterns, population trends, and conservation 
status of North American raptors based on 
migration counts and banding. IBO 
contributed data to two of the chapters in 
this book. Chapter 6 titled Trends in 
Migratory Counts of Raptors in Western 
North America contains analyses of 
population trends based on counts from 10 
different western watch sites, including the 
Boise Ridge. Based on these raptor migration 
counts, the majority of species is stable or show 
variable trends across the region. Turkey vultures were 

found to be increasing at most watch sites. Definitely at our site, 
Turkey vultures have increased significantly over the past 15 
years. On the other hand, Northern goshawks, Golden eagles, 
Prairie falcons, and American kestrels were found to be 
decreasing at most watch sites. There is also some evidence 
that prolonged drought in parts of the West has caused shifts in 
migration of many species to avoid drought-stressed regions.  
     Chapter 2 titled Raptor Migration in North America, in part, 
uses raptor banding data to piece together migration routes, 
breeding areas, and wintering areas of raptors throughout each 
region in North America. IBO banding data was combined with 
banding results from other western banding stations. This 
analysis identified three loose migration “flyways” within the 
western at intermountain sites such as the Boise Ridge generally 
stay within the intermountain region, between the Cascades and 
the Rockies. Raptors banded within or east of the Rocky 
Mountains generally stay to the east. 
     Never before has such a comprehensive approach been 

taken to assess raptor population status in North 
America. In my opinion, this work validates 
everything we do at IBO. Despite how difficult it 

is at times to fund, staff, and maintain our 
migration project year after year, this is 
exactly why we continue to count and band 
raptors each fall on the Boise Ridge. 
      

The Idaho Bird Observatory’s mission is to 
contribute to the conservation of western 

migratory land birds and their habitats through 
cooperative research and public education. 

 
 

BACKYARD BIRDS & THINGS – Send me photos from your backyard! 

 
Baby Quail in flowerpot by Linda Marvel in Tucson, AZ  -- Night Heron by Lynn Alembik in Boca Raton, FL 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak - Tiger Swallowtail on Dahlia - Hummingbird Moth on Butterfly Bush by Donna Sleight in Galloway, NJ 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://rpi-project.org/
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RELOCATION CONSIDERED FOR ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Reprinted with permission from Caribbean 360 www.caribbean360.com – June 16, 2010 
 

Environmental and security threats at a nature sanctuary in Barbados may force rare and 

endangered species to be moved from there. The Graeme Hall Nature Sanctuary issued a 
statement saying that because of increased poaching, illegal trespassing and water pollution, it 
has begun negotiations with qualified facilities in North America and Europe to manage its rare 
and endangered captive breeding programs. At stake is the health and welfare of the endangered 
and captive bird populations in the captive breeding facility. 

     In cooperation with the government of St. Vincent, the Sanctuary maintains a captive breeding population of St. Vincent Amazon 
parrots, one of the rarest parrots on earth with fewer than 600 living in the wild. 
     “one of the St. Vincent parrots was recently found dead after being assaulted by intruders, and one of the three surviving spoonbill 
chicks in the Marshland Aviary died after breaking its neck while evading the trespassers,” the statement said. It said that water quality 
is a major concern for the captive breeding programs. 
     “The uncertain environmental, security and other conditions in Barbados have caused severe stress in the remaining bird population. 
The problems pose a challenge for the bird-care and maintenance employees, as well as the security personnel who remain at the 
Sanctuary since it closed over one year ago,” the statement added. 
     The Sanctuary and the surrounding Graeme Hall area is recognized as an international wetland of critical importance and a 
RAMSAR site under the Convention on Wetlands treaty. Owner of the Sanctuary, Peter Allard, made formal allegations that Barbados 
has illegally dumped tens of thousands of gallons of raw sewage into the wetland instead of using the approved emergency sewerage 
discharge structure at Worthing Beach, allegedly violating international environmental treaty conditions and Barbados’ environmental 
protection laws.   
 

Will the Gulf Oil Spill Affect Backyard Birds? 
Scientists ask bird watchers to monitor nests 

Red-winged Blackbird by Ted Schroder 
 

Ithaca, NY: As oil washes ashore along the Gulf Coast, the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology (CLO) is asking birders to keep an 
eye on nesting birds – even hundreds of miles inland. 
     “Wildlife biologists are monitoring species such as pelicans 
and plovers in the immediate path of the oil,” said Laura 
Burkholder at CLO. “But we need bird watchers across the 
country to help us find out if birds that pass through or winter in 
the Gulf region carry contamination with them, 
possibly creating an „oil shadow‟ of declines in bird 
reproduction hundreds of miles from the coast.” 
     To help, Burkholder said that anyone with an 
interest in birds can learn how to find and monitor 
nests as part of the Cornell Lab‟s Nest/Watch project 
(www.nestwatch.org). It involves visiting a nest for a 

few minutes, twice per week, and recording information such as 
how many eggs it contains, how many chicks hatch, and how 
many leave the nest. 
     “Many birds that nest in backyards all across North America, 
such as Red-winged Blackbirds and Tree Swallows, spend part 
of the year along the Gulf of Mexico, where they could be 
affected by the oil spill,” Burkholder said. “Toxins often have 
profound effects on reproduction, and it‟s possible that toxins 
encountered in one environment can affect the birds in another 
environment, after they arrive on their breeding grounds.” 
      When participants across large regions contribute 

information, scientists can assess changes in nesting 
success in relation to environmental factors such as 
habitat loss, climate change, and pollution. Now, It‟s 
especially critical to capture data on nesting birds to 
reveal the health of birds before they encounter the oil 
spill – as well as in the years ahead, to detect possible 
long-term effects.  

 
 

From Philadelphia Inquirer: "Coastal Wetlands in Gulf Surviving Despite Oil Spill" 


Gaylord Inman's comments: Oh really? The article does point out some scientists indicating less 

than expected impacts in some situations such as in the Barataria Islands, but generally the article 
paints a dismal picture of the situation. 
     People who just read the headlines and not the entire article may feel that the oil spill is really 
not a big calamity. Well, to put things in perspective, when I was aboard a navy ship in the 60's, if 
one gallon of oil leaked (or spilled) from a navy ship in port it was considered very serious and to 
whoever was responsible for the spill it would be a calamity for their career. 
     My headline if I had written the referenced article would be "Gulf Oil Spill a Calamity". How am I helping? - worrying about the New 
Jersey coastline and its pristine ecosystem and what may happen here as well as calling the local emergency management official Tom 
Foley to discuss the situation. Mr. Foley indicated discussions are on-going with the goal of implementing planning contingencies if oil 
reaches the NJ shoreline. 
     How can you help? - keep as well informed as you can and share your knowledge with others who may just read and accept biased 
headlines as well as talk show brush-offs regarding the serious nature of this spill. I might add prayer, but I am sorry to say that it may 
not help the hundreds of thousands of living plants and fish and wildlife that will soon die from this calamity. 
Kathy Peterson's comments: Irresponsible reporting, to say the least - and not just from the Inquirer. It's WA-A-AY too early for 

anyone to indicate less severe impacts than expected. We haven't even encountered the direct hit of the first hurricane and there's still 
a great deal of research involving what's happening in the deep water plumes. We still have no idea if and how these wetlands will fare 
- this is all new territory. Some say a hurricane could break the oil up into smaller droplets more easily consumed by bacteria, making 
the situation seem less severe.  But more bacteria = less oxygen = dead zones. If the entire ecosystem doesn't collapse, there will be 
huge gaps in the life matter that so many rely on. And I don't hear anybody raising concerns about fall migration, when hungry migrants 
wish to stop and fuel up before making the big crossing, only to find miles and miles of lifeless, poisoned nothing. 
     Ask the folks in Prince William Sound how they're "surviving" 21 years after what seems to be a small event by comparison. Many 
species have never returned and you can still find oil a foot or so under the rocks. And most of the parties claiming damages from 
Exxon in the subsequent lawsuits never saw a penny before they died. We now have a chance to begin to break this dark addiction.  
We have the know-how; all we need is the will and the courage.  

http://www.caribbean360.com/
http://www.nestwatch.org/
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The Pantanal in Brazil is the largest fresh-water wetland in the world. 

(We stayed in “tents” in the jungle at the Jaguar Research Center and ate on 
the deck of the supply boat. We spent most of our waking hours searching 

for jaguars from the small boats tied alongside.) 

 

The jaguar is a big cat; it is the third largest feline 

after the tiger and lion, and the largest in the 
Western Hemisphere. The jaguar in the Brazilian 
Pantanal region is the largest subspecies; adult 
males weigh over 300 pounds. Dense rainforest is the jaguar’s preferred habitat, although it will range across forested and open 
terrain. It is strongly associated with water and enjoys swimming. 
     The jaguar is a largely solitary stalk-and-ambush rather than a chase predator, attacking from cover with a quick pounce. It may leap 
into water after prey and can carry a large kill while swimming. The jaguar has an exceptionally powerful bite. This allows it to pierce the 
shells of armored reptiles and to employ an unusual killing method; it often bites directly through the skull of prey. 
     The jaguar is an obligate carnivore, feeding only on meat. Its diet encompasses 87 different species; however, it prefers large 
prey. It will take capybara, deer, tapirs, peccaries, dogs, foxes and even anacondas and caimans. Lesser catches include frogs, mice, 
birds, fish, sloths, monkeys and turtles. Typically, Pantanal Jaguars hunt wild animals weighing up to 700 lbs in dense jungle; however, 
some jaguars will take livestock, including adult cattle and horses. 
     The jaguar is solitary outside of mother-cub groups.  It uses scrape marks, urine and feces to mark its territory. Females reach 
sexual maturity at about two years of age; males not until three or four. Mating pairs separate after the act and females provide all 
parenting.  The jaguaress (female) will not tolerate the presence of mics (males) after the birth of cubs, given the risk of 
infanticide. Cubs are weaned at 3 months, but remain with the mother for two years. They typically live 13 to 15 years. 

Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA. Website: www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 

 
 

Wesley the Owl, the Remarkable Love Story of an Owl and His Girl by Stacey O'Brien 
(Book Report by Ms. Peggy Scott – an owl lover) 

 

Stacey O’Brien worked at California University of Tech in 1985, and there, she met a 4 day old Barn Owl. 

As gorgeous as these owls are, their personalities invulnerably are what capture your hearts. 
     Usually, under normal circumstances, a rehab center would raise a bird by using an owl puppet to feed 
a baby owl and teach it how to survive in the wild. But, due to the nerve damage in one wing, Wesley 
would not be able to fly enough to hunt and not be able to build the level of endurance he would need to 
survive in the world. 
     When Stacey was asked to adopt this baby owl, she rented a room from friends who owned a farm of 

horses, chickens, goats, and geese. When Stacey asked her about bringing a baby owl in, her friend said, “Why not!”  Stacey it would 
mean keeping dead mice in the freezer and cut up ones in the refrigerator. Her friend said, “Meat is meat”. 
     When Stacey brought Wesley home, she told him she was his mother and she truly became that. Wesley didn't sleep through the 
night till he was several months old. Every night she would put Wesley's nest securely next to her pillow. They would sleep secured and 
she would be awakened by a sound between a screech and growl which meant Wesley was hungry. Stacey would cut 6 mice a day in 
order to keep Wesley growing, and usually was able to get a good supply from Cal Tech. 
      There were many interesting trips finding mice for Wesley, and as Wesley grew, so did his love and trust for Stacey. His curiosity 
grew and so many of his fascinations were funny, such as water when he got in while Stacey was taking a shower. From then on, she 
put water in the sink for him to play in and had to keep the toilet lid closed, as she'd find Wesley just about drowning in it.,  
     Stacey and Wesley helped each other through different illnesses. When Wesley was close to the age of 20 and died of massive liver 
cancer, he was the equal to a 120 year old human. 
     This book is more of an education on a barn owl than a story, and I would recommend it to anyone who has a heart.  

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Hummingbird Rescue in Los Angeles 

(With Permission by Sandy Driscoll - Submitted by Linda Marvel) 
 

The photos were taken in and around my home in Silver Lake, a hillside area near downtown LA. 

 Also, the bird has been identified as a female Rufous hummingbird by the president of the Roger 
Tory Peterson Institute, publisher of Peterson Bird Guides in Jamestown, NY. The Rufous, described 
as being feisty and pugnacious, may be a reason why she was such a survivor! 
     Having lived in the Silver Lake hills of Los Angeles for many years, I have seen lots of 
wildlife…..coyotes, opossums, skunks (way too many of those!), raccoons, lizards of various sizes 
and many varieties of birds. Last evening, however, I was surprised to see a hummingbird had flown 
into my home and had trapped herself in the upper reaches of my entry skylight…..20 feet up! I have 
a feeder on the patio, and had left doors and windows open in order to cool down from the recent 
heat wave. I know that when birds find their way indoors, the best thing to do is usually leave 
windows open, and they will eventually fly out. What I didn't know, is that this does not apply to 
hummingbirds. 
     Nothing on the Internet offered any solutions.....only little bits of info that made it seem very 

unlikely that I would be able to save her. However, there was a contact number for LA Hummingbird Rescue! Leaving a short 
explanatory message, my call was quickly returned by Terry. http://www.losangeleshummingbirdrescue.com/ 
     She gave me a quick, concise lesson in hummingbirds, and said my particular situation was pretty dire. The little bird had flown to 
the highest point in my home, and for 2 hours had been frantically trying to fly out through my skylight screen, which is not removable. 
Hummers always fly UP and do not have a sense that tells them how to fly down and out. They eat every 30 minutes, so she was 
getting weaker very quickly, and would soon die if she continued to fly back and forth, resting for only 2-3 seconds on a short ledge.    

     Hummers will not fly at night, and as it was quickly 
getting dark, she seemed to be doomed. However, 
Terry gave me some excellent instructions! Somehow, I 
had to create a perch on which she could rest, and it 
had to be in the skylight area, as she would not come 
down. Perching is how they sleep, and once she was 
safely perched and asleep for a while, I could lower the 
perch, attempt to capture her, put her in a Kleenex-lined 
shoebox and quickly feed her sugar water through a 
dropper. She would need that energy to survive the 
night. It was important to keep her in the box throughout 
the night, and in the bathroom, in case she got out, and in the morning, give her more sugar water for her 
flight home (wherever that is!) and release her. 
     It all seemed daunting and pretty improbable, but I did everything 
Terry suggested, even rigging a perch by using an old fruit picker 

basket mounted on a 10 ft. pole, and perched that on a 10 ft. extension ladder! As you can tell by 
the photos and notes below, this story has a happy ending! 
     At 6 pm, trapped in the upper reaches of the recessed skylight with no way to exit, she could 
only rest for a few seconds at a time, with nothing on which to perch. Voila! Finally at 9 pm, a 
solution that enabled her to perch and sleep. 
     She is sleeping.....I am not! At 11 pm, with all the lights out (except for a very dim one which 
would enable me to see a bit) I slowly and ever so carefully lowered the pole. It was swaying a bit, 
and I was hoping that she thought she was perched in a palm tree that was waving in the breeze. 
Even though she sweetly chirped a bit as I lowered her, she appeared to be sound asleep and did 
not move. I gently reached out, cupped her in my hand, and quickly placed her in the prepared box. Once in the box, I held her and fed 
her sugar water through a dropper. She appeared to recover her strength quickly, and took advantage of my sudden confidence (now 
that I had safely rescued her!) to fly around the bathroom. I held the box out, and amazingly, she perched on the side, making it easy 
for me to safely ensconce her there for the night. 
     In the morning, I fed her more sugar water and gently carried her to my back yard, expecting that she would be anxious to be on her 
way. After about ten minutes, she got her bearings, after relaxing in my hand a bit. Finally, I placed her on a 'perch'…..one of my tomato 
cages. Voila! She was gone, zooming quickly up to the top of my avocado tree! I knew it was going to be a great day for both of us!!  

http://www.losangeleshummingbirdrescue.com/


FALL  2010                                                             ATLANTIC CURRENTS                                                                       12    
 

Bosque Del Apache 
(photos by Sandy Driscoll) 

 

     Sandy Driscoll, who shared her amazing 
hummingbird rescue story (see previous page), 
also sent us these photos that she took last 
Thanksgiving at the splendid Bosque Del Apache, 
a few miles south of Socorro, NM.    
     Sandy said that she was lucky enough to be 
there during the annual "Festival of the Cranes" 
which draws hundreds of people from all over the 
world to this splendid National Wildlife Refuge. 

www.friendsofthebosque.org 
     Some of these photos were taken at sunrise. 
She said, “Yes! I actually got up at 5 am to drive to 
the flight site, where the birds all take to the sky en 
mass, in a truly spectacular display and others at 
sunset, when they return to their resting place. 
You will note one photo of a coyote stalking the 
birds...part of the necessary life cycle.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.friendsofthebosque.org/
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When submitting articles that have been printed elsewhere, 
PLEASE ask permission from the author before submitting. 

FREE color version PDF newsletter AT: AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net 
 

SUBMIT ALL ARTICLES AND PHOTOGRAPHS 
FOR WINTER ISSUE – at least one week BEFORE November 1, 2010 

 

Send to: donnaSL8@comcast.net - or Mail to: 

Donna Sleight, 719 Falcon Crest Court, Galloway, NJ 08205 - Phone: (609) 377-5795 
 

PHOTOS & ARTICLES PRESENTED FOR FUTURE PUBLICATION: Editor reserves the right to edit and publish all photos and/or all 

articles and to crop submitted photos according to space limitations (unless otherwise requested). 
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“Fund-Raiser” 

 

Raffle Table - plus Books for SALE! 

     Since this will be an on-going fund-raiser (every 
meeting), please don’t forget to bring a donation 
(new or used) of nature items for our raffle table 
and/or any books you have finished. 
    IDEAS: individual plant cuttings taken from your 
gardens, seeds, bulbs – other items having a 
“nature” theme, such as: jewelry, calendars, books, 
humming bird feeders, bird houses, etc.  
     Please, on any used donations, make sure they 
are clean (especially feeders and bird houses). 

 


 

A HOLIDAY GIFT FOR A YOUNG PERSON ON YOUR LIST 
 

http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/site/youngbirders/index.asp 
 
A field guide kids can use on their own, without help from an 
adult! It’s the perfect companion for hours of bird-watching fun. 

  

mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:donnaSL8@comcast.net
http://www.freewebs.com/atlanticaudubonsociety
http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/site/youngbirders/index.asp


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE:                         Atlantic Audubon Society  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 (I understand that ALL my dues will support local chapter goals and activities.) 
 

As a member, The Atlantic Currents color newsletter is available to you. 
To begin receiving your free issues of Atlantic Currents, please sign up at: 

AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net – leave your name & email contact 

 
************************************************************************************************** 

Membership: (     ) $20 One Year       (     ) $35 Two Year      (     ) $15 Students/Seniors 
 

Please make check out to Atlantic Audubon Society - Mail check and membership form to: 
Atlantic Audubon Society PO Box 63, Absecon, NJ 08201 

 
***Please Print Information*** 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________  State: ________ Zip: _________ 
 
Phone: _______________________ * Email: _____________________________________ 

                                                                              (Required for free color version newsletter) 
 

Are you interested in helping with a committee or a board position?   YES (     ) NO (     ) 
 
What are some of your interests? _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

To keep your newsletters 
arriving without 

interruption, please do not 
forget to keep your contact 

information up-to-date. 
 

This includes changes of: 
Address 

Phone Number 
Email 

 

Email changes to: 
donnaSL8@comcast.net 

OR 
AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net 

OR Call: 
(609) 377-5795 

 
Please keep your membership 
current by sending renewals to 

address on application. 
 THANK YOU! 
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