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Once again this winter we have seen Nature on a rampage - from severe blizzards 
in the Northeast and Midwest regions to floods and mudslides in the West. Much of 
the accompanying tradegy can be blamed on man's failure to accept the facts of the 
natural world and to utilize them in planning. such concepts as the effects of 
coastal drift of sand, the reasons for a river flood plain, and the erosion con-
trol effects of vegatation, have all been generallY ignored by most planners. The 
predictable results we witness daily. Hopefully, someday the planners ana govern-
ing bodies will consider such effects and do the long range planning needed. Then 
perhaps we will have to contend with far fewer disasters. 

CAL DAR 

Programs: Please note that remaining meetings this spring will be in Room B-116 
at Stockton State College. This is the opposite end of the 
building complex from our former room. Time remains the 
same, 7:30 PM for coffee hour, 8 PM for meeting. 

Mar. 22nd: "Two Trips to New Mexico" Our own Ben Hiatt will provide a 
look at the Southwest - birds and other natural wonders. 

Au. 26th: Avian Rehabilitation Center. Mark and Martha Pokras will 
provide a program on their work with sick and injured birds 
with advice on what to do and not do when you are confronted 
with same. This will also be election night for new officers. 
To be elected - Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
and four directors. 

11iLL.2.1:_th: "The Hellstrom Chronicle" This movie represents something 
of a departure from our usual fare, but because of the un-
usual nature of the film we have chosen to break new ground. 
A documentary film on insects, it contains spectacular 
photography using varied and new techniques. Viewing time 
is 90 minutes. We will also have installation of new offi-
cers. There is also a pose:bility of a room change just for 
this program. 

Iield T : All trips are open to anyone wishing to participate. Appropriate 
dress, binoculars, field guides, etc, are recommended. 

Mar. 18th: Birding at Brigantine Wildlife Refuge in Oceanville. Early 
"birds" meet in parking lot at 7 AM, lazy "birds" meet at 
8:30 AM same place. This will be a good chance to see some 
early migrants before thing, get too confusing. !Acond part 
of the day will be spent touring the dikes - good for those 
for whom walking may be a problem. 

Apr. 22nd: Exploration on Great Bay Boulevard. Meet at 8 AM on Great 
Bay Blvd. in Tuckerton just off Route 9. Look for sign. 
Spring birds, early flowers and shrubs. 

Apr. 28-30: Delmarva Camping Weekend. Annual spectacular for spring 
migration. We will cover Pokomoke Swamp, Ocean City, Chinco-
teague, Assateague, Blackwater, and Bombay Hook hefuges. 
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Apr. 28-30 (cont): For those camping, we must have definite reservation 
by April 15th at the very latest. For those who wish to use 
a motel, make your own arrangements. We will arrange meeting 
places as needed. Campers contact Fred Hamer at meetings or 
call 965-1948 evenings. 

May 6th: Beach Walk. A look at life along the water's edge and why 
it is so necessary to preserve our estuary. Meet at 1 PM at 
the jetty at the south end of Brigantine Island. 

May 13th: Eirding at Princeton Woods. Meeting time and place will be 
arranged by Fred Hamer in conjunction with leader. Please 
contact Fred if you 'are interested. Renowned for warbler 
flights in the spring. 

May 20th: Feathers and Flowers. Biding will start at 6:30 AM at the 
Brigantine Wildlife Refuge. Meet in parking lot. The flower 
walk will start at 10:30 AN, location to be announced later. 
Eirding will end in sufficient time for those interested to 
make the flower walk as well. 

SPRING CLEAN-UP PROJECTS 
In past years we have done some clean-up work on two ar00; the Great creek Road Bog and the Jeffers Landing Natural Area in Scullville. This year we are planning a double-header with clean-ups in both locations. Each of these will require only two to three hours depending on the number of willing hands, so we welcome all. So grab your gloves, your hat, and shake off the spring fever with us. 

April 8th: Sat. morning 9 AM at the Great Creek Road Bog. For those not 
familiar with this area, Great Creek Road goes west from the 
Brigantine Refuge entrance roai, about mile west of Route 9, 
to the bog. 

April 15th: Jeffers Landing Area. 9:00 AN. Follow Somers Point-Mays 
Landing Road (County Route 559) to blinker light (Tom's 
Trading Post, then follow Jeffers Landing Road south 1.4 
miles to entrance to area. 

For both of these jobs, we would especially welcome anyone with a pick-up or other suitable vehicle for transporting the trash to the dump. 

BIRD I. D. COURSE 
Once again, we are offering our beginner's bird identification course in conjunc-tion with the Brigantine National Wildlife Refuge. Topics covered will include some basic anatomy, behavior, and distribution of birds as well as identification, feeding, and other related topics. Course begins March 16th. See last page for full details and registration form, or contact Mark Pokras at 652-7655. 

COMING EVENTS 
March 19-25 is National Wildlife Week. The theme this year is "Wildlife Needs You". The "You" includes you and me, legislators, students, sportsmen, teachers, conserva-tionists, - or to put it another way, the birders, the biker, the camper, the hiker. The poster features the Peregrine Falcon. This is some thing we can all support. 
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COMING EVENTS (cont) 

March 20th is Earth Day, coinciding with the first day of Spring. This is the 
time to renew our resolve to protect this place we call home, for without the 
earth to provide for our needs, we could not exist. 

The bi-annual Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference will be held the weekend of 
August 25-27 near Harrisburg, Pa. This is an excellent opportunity to meet some 
of the people from the other chapters in our region as well as members of the 
National Audubon staff, and to find out about the many things going on at the 
national and regional levels. You will also find yourself coming back all fired 
up to do morel Present expectation is that the package price including room for 
two mights and six meals will be under $25. Further details will be available 
in the near future, but mark your calendar now. 

OBSERVATIONS 

With the blizzard of '78 came a great influx of Common hedpolls, especially 
where people had active feeding stations. For those who are not too expert on 
their identifications, the Redpoll is the small sparrow-like bird with a bright 
red patch on the crown, a black chin, and some rosy color on the breast of the 
male. There have also been an abundance of finches - Purple, House, and Gold-
finch, as well as Junco's, Tree Sparrows, Fox Sparrows, and Evening Grosbeaks. 
On occasion, flocks of Robins have swooped in and stripped holly trees of their 
berries. Eagles have been observed along the Mullica River near the Parkway 
bridge. The long lasting snow cover has also provided the opportunity to look 
at some interesting tracks - squirrel, rabbit, rodents such as mouse and vole, 
as well as the assortment of bird tracks, cat and dog tracks, and maybe an 
abominable snowman or two if you have any children aroundl Winter does have some 
compensations. 

FROM OTHER PAGES 

There is a report in the Audubon Leader of Feb. 24th which is of some special 
interest to our area. At the bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge in 
New Mexico, there has been fall hunting for snow geese for some years, much as 
Brigantine NU14, is used for goose hunting. In 1975, a complication arose when 
the first young whooping cranes, raised by sandhill cranes in Idaho, arrived. 
While there were no casualties, the Tucson Audubon Society along with National 
Audubon and other groups raised objections to allowing the hunt to continue. After 
meetings involving the various groups were held, a solution was developed. As it 
is now set up, a limited number of hunters are allowed each day, chosen by lot. 
They must have passed a special bird identification test, buy a special license, 
and use steel shot only. Each blind is radio-equipped, linked to a central com-
mand post and with special field observers. Whenever a whooper is sighted near 
a blind, word goes out to that blind and any others within range to cease firing 
until the whooping cranes leave that area. Since shooting one of these endangered 
birds would subject the hunter to a penalty of of up to $20,000 and two years in 
jail, they seem to feel that they can live with the restrictions. 
The pertinence to our area lies in the proposed use of the Higbee Beach area in 
Cape May. There has been woodcock hunting in that area for many years, and the 
local sportsmen's groups wish to see this continue. However, it is also a pathway 
in the fall migration of several endangered species includung the Peregrine Falcon. 
We have suggested to the New Jersey DEP who will have jurisdiction that a similar 
proposal might be of similar help in this- area; 
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Some kind of warning system to alert hunters when endangered birds are in the area 
coupled with classes to provide adequate identification could go far to resolving 
such confrontations. 

This kind of situation is bound to become more frequent as time goes on as we 
continue to expand into areas that have been previously unspoiled and open to all 
kinds of wildlife. Sportsmen's groups will have to insist on their members join-
ing in such cooperative efforts if they wish to see hunting survive at all. The 
numerous complaints now of careless discharge of firearms is probably the one 
factor above all others that will lead to stringent anti-hunting regulation. 

ODDS AND ENDS 

A hearty group of members spent several houRson Feb. 26th constructing a dozen 
nesting platforms for osprey. These will be planted in the local area by heli-
copter courtesy of the D.E.P. in the near future. Hopefully, we will see some 
more of these graceful birds once again flying over the salt marsh and waters of 
Atlantic County. Thanks to all who participated. 

We have available for classroom use a program on tl7e Least Tern project that the 
chapter has been supporting for the last several years. Partially as a result 
of this work, the Least Tern and Black Skimmer are now on the NewJersey Endangered 
Species List. For any of you teachers, contact Mark Pokras for details. The 
Education Committee is now working up a good program on the salt marsh and their 
value to us. We will let you know when this one is ready to go. 

The field trip to the Museum of Natural History in New York last month was very 
successful, and the consensus of those participating was to try some other similar 
ventures in the future. Not only does it save us a lot of driving, but it is an 
energy conservation measure as well. 

Remember to renew your membership when it comes due. Only through such support 
can we continue to function. These days, every dollar is important. 

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! if you move, let us know immediately. Otherwise you will 
not receive your newsletters. Since they go third class mail, they will not be 
forwarded or returned to is so we have no way of knowing if you have missed an 
issue or two. 

We are always interested in new members. If you meet new people who seem like 
they would be prospective metbers, give them an application, invite them to a 
meeting or give their name and address to our Membership Chairperson Ruth Stamps 
or drop a line to our P. 0. lox. Applications and newsletters will be sent out 
along with a letter inviting them to join. 

CONSERVE ENEliGY ****** RECYCLE 



_ 5 - VOL IV, No. 4 

STUDYING BIRDS 

In cooperation with the Brigantine National Wildlife Refuge, the Atlantic Audubon Society will be offering a course on birds this spring. We will cover such topics 
as identifying birds in the field and yard, attracting birds to your yard, bird 
photography, some basic anatomy, evolution, distribution and behavior of birds. 

The course will be taught by members of the Atlantic Audubon Society with help from the staff at the refuge and members of the Stockton faculty. 

Course will meet at The Brigantine Wildlife Refuge in the meeting room behind the refuge office. 

Time: Each Thursday from March 16th until May 4th, starting at 7:30 PM 

Cost: Members of the public are asked to make a $5 donation to the Atlantic Audubon Society. Persons with a valid 1977-78 hunting license will be 
admitted free of charge. Our hope is that in this manner we can encourage sportsmen to learn as much as possible about the natural resources we all share. 

ANYONE and everyone is welcome to take this course. Due to space limitations in the lecture room, we must limit this to the first 40 applicants. 

In addition to the eight weekly lectures, there will be four field trips on the following weekend dates: 

March 18th April let April 16th May 7th 
Each one will begin in the parking lot at the Brigantine National Wildlife Refuge with times to be announced at the first meeting. 

Emphasis throughout the course will be on the beginning birder, and the staff will be open to (iuestions at all times. 

Pre-registration is desirable, but we will accept registrations up to the first lecture within the limits noted above. 

Bird Course Registration Form 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE:  

Please return to Atlantic Audubon Society, P. O. Box 63, Absecon, N. J. 08201 

Feel $5 Valid Hunting License 


