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As we start a new year, let us all resolve to carefully study environmental issues; 
to express our positions with reason and logic and not rhetoric; and to work toward 
conservation of energy resources and re-cycling of reuseable materials. If we can 
make some headway in educating ourselves, then we will be in a much better position 
to effectively educate others. 

CALENDAR 

Programs: We have some fine programs coming up. Please continue your excellent sup-
port. Meetings start with coffee "hour" at 7:30 PM and meeting begins at 
8 PM. Place is Room J205, Stockton State College, Pomona. Give a friend 
or neighbor a ride and save fuel. 

Jan. 25th: Members Nite! A big favorite with all. Here is your annual 
opportunity to share your favorite slides. So that all who 
wish may participate, we ask that each individual group his 
slides in 10's. After each person has had a chance to show 
10 slides, we will repeat as long as there are slides and 
audience interest is maintained. Please do not bring slides 
in trays as we will be using a stack loader. 

"Geology of Southern New Jersey - The Last 30,000 Years." 
Stewart Farrell of the Stockton faculty will provide a .look at a 
portion of the earth that is of vital concern to all of us. 

"Two Trips to New Mexico". Our own ?en Hiatt will provide a 
slide show on this part of the Southwest with a look at both 
birds and other natural wonders. 

Feb. 22nd: 

Mar. 22nd: 

Apr. 26th: "Avian Rehabilitation Center". Mark and Martha Pokras will 
provide a program on their work with sick, injured, and or-
phaned birds and some advise on what to do and not do when 
you are confronted by same. 

May 24th: To be announced. 

Field Trips: All field trips are open to anyone, and there 
noted below. Binoculars, scopes, and cameras 
field guides are needed. Lunch wlen indicated 
conditions are the order of the day. 

Jan. 28th: 

Feb. 18th: 

Mar. 4th,: 

is no charge except as 
along with appropriate 
and apparel suitable to 

Eirding at Barnegat. Winter birding at its peak. Meet at the 
Earnegat Lighthouse parking lot at 9 AN. Dress warmly!! 

Bus trip to the American Museum of Natural History in New York. 
Leaves Stockton College at 7 AN, retAing about 6-6:30 PM. 
Cost will be approximately $7 per person, and reservations are 
a must. Contact Fred Hamer at 653-8367 evenings or at Jan. 
meeting. We can accommodate 49 persons. 
Eirding at Cape May. Meet at 8 AM in parking lot of Lighthouse 
Park, Cape May Point. All day trip, so bring lunch. Feel free 
to leave earlier if you can't make it for all day. 
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Field Trips (cont.): 

Mar. 18th: Birding at Brigantine Wildlife Refuge. Early "birds" meet 
in parking lot at 7 AM, lazy "birds" meet at 8:30 AM same 
place. This will be a good chance to see early migrants 
before things get too confusing. Second part of day will be 
spent touring the dikes - good for those whose walking is 
a problem. 

Apr. 22nd: Exploration on Great Bay Boulevard. Meet at 8 AM on Great 
Bay boulevard in Tuckerton - just off Rt. 9. Spring birds, 
flowers, and shrubs. 

Apr. 28-30: Delmarva Camping Weekend. Make your plans now for this annual 
spectacular. We will again visit Pokomoke Swamp, ocean beaches, 
as well as Chincoteague, Assateague, Blackwater, and Bombay 
Hook Refuges. For non-campers, there are motels in the area 
and arrangements will be made to haviieveryone get together. 
Sign-up at January, February, and March meetings or call Fred 
Hamer at 653,...,8367. 

May 6th: Beach Walk. Time and place to be announced later, as this de-
pends on the tides. A look at life along the water's edge as 
well as the shallows immediately adjacent. Good for children. 

May 13th: Birding at Princeton Woods. Full details later, but this will 
require a very early start. 

May 20th: Feathers and Flowers. Birding will start at 6:30 AM at the 
Brigantine Wildlife Refuge - meet in the parking lot. The 
flower walk portion will start at 10:30 AM, place to be an-
nounced later depending on best location. Birding will end 
in time for those interested in both to make the flower walk 
as well. 

Special Meetings: 

The Conservation and Education committees meet on the first Wednesday of 
each month at the Brigantine Wildlife Refuge. These are open to anyone 
interested in these areas and willing to work. 

January 18th: There will be a meeting of the Art Show Committee at 27 W. 
Elm St., Linwood (Hamer's) starting at 7:30 PM. If you are 
not already on the committee, but are interested, contact 
Fred Hamer at 653-8367 between 7-11 PM for details. 

January 21st: Quarterly meeting of the N. J. Council of Audubon Chapters 
will be held. If interested, contact Martha Pokras for details 
(652-7655). 

BOARD ACTIONS 

The Board of Directors have provided written comment and suggestions to the N. J. 
Department of Environmental ?rotection on the recently published Coastal 6pne Strategy 
relating to Coastal Gone Management. In general, support was voiced for this docu-
ment with recommendations on strengthening certain sections dealing with wetlands, 
development, and oil Facilities. A letter was also sent to DEP opposing the siting 
of an oil support base at Rum Point in Brigantine, with suggestions as to more appro-
priate locations. Copies of these documents will be available at the January meeting 
for your review. 
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FUTURE EVENTS 

Clean-up Projects: Plans are underway for spring clean-up projects at the Great 
Creek Road bog in Oceanville, and the Jeffers Landing Natural 
Area in Scullville. Lots of willing hands make short work of 
these efforts so watch for details. 

Bird Identification Course: We will again offer our beginners course in bird iden-
tification, consisting of a number of evening lectures and some 
weekend early morning walks. All of this will be geared to the 
novice birder with emphasis on the more common birds. If you 
are interested, contact Mark Pokras at 652-7655 or drop a note 
to P. O. Box 63, Absecon. 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 

A number of hearty souls joined the 30,000+ participants in the 76th annual Christ-
mas Bird Counts (1275 expected this year) in our local count areas. The results - 

Oceanville 133 species 
Marmora 97 species 
Tuckerton 72 species 

The atrocious weather of December 18th really wiped out the Marmora count as well 
as many of the counters! Rain and winds again on the 31st kept the Tuckerton count 
at low levels as well. Unfortunately, we are committed to these dates once set re-
gardless of the weather. 

We would like to thank the U. S. Coast Guard for their assistance in providing a 
boat for the Oceanville count. They had also planned to help on the other two 
counts, but weather was too bad to go out. Thanks also to Dr. & Mrs. Durham for 
their most welcome hospitality on the Marmora count, and to Ben Hiatt for his on 
the Tuckerton count. See all you hardy souls next year!! 

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES 

1. Alaska Lands Bills. A strong, well-financed effort is underway by various deve-
lopment interestdo greatly reduce the land to be set aside as public interest 
lands. One of their big arguments is that this will "lock up" important resources 
that the country needs. FACT: There is provision in the bill to permit resource 
exploration with strong environmental safeguards in protected areas, so that if 
over-riding national interest required use of these resources, Congress would be 
empowered to decide the question. Fact: Settlement of the entire issue would 
clarify which areas were open to immediate exploration, use, and development so 
that those interested could proceed with plans without worrying that there might 
be later changes. Support is urgently needed - these lands can be preserved now 
but can never be replaced later due to unusual nature of this area. Please write 
to Rep. Hughes and request that he urge the Seiberling sub-committee to acct the 
present compromise bill of 102 million acres. Further - write to Sen. Henry 
Jackson and ask that he hold hearings on S1500 as soon as possible, since there 
will be a new bill entered by development interests. 
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2. Endangered Species Act: An attack to weaken this law is expected in the Senate in this session. The basic issue revolves around the Act's ban on federal con-
st5rtion that would destroy critical habitat of endangered species. The speci-
fi ight is over the Tellico Dam of the TVA. Senator Howard Baker has announced 
that he will seek revision of the act so that the dam can be completed. In 
reality, there have been only three instances of unresolved disputes in some 4500 cases where formal and informal consultation took place at regional levels. 
While Congress can step in and make a decision on whether the project benefits 
are great enough to justify the extinction of a species, the backers of Tellico 
are not happy because the economic ju6tification for the dam is rather shaky. 
Evidence at a receat hearing (July, 1977) led many observers to question whether 
the dam is worth the life of even a single catfish, let alone the snail darter. 
Hecommendation: Write to Senator Baker (with copies to Case and Williams) urging 
him to hold his amendment and request a study of alternatives to completing the 
Tellico Dam. 

3. Pine Barrens: Several bills are either in the hopper or about to be introduced 
in both Senate and House. Final form is yet to be determined. Please watch the 
local papers for information regarding these bills. Our chairperson, Anita 
Beyer will be keeping us posted on what is coming up on these, and we will be 
calling for action at a later date. 

NEWS ITEMS 

Three recent court decisions provide some hope that we can reduce the illegal killing of both endangered species and those that just need careful management. Three men 
were convicted of shooting eagles from a plane in Texas - one a county commissioner, 
one a rancher, and one a former employee of the Fish & Wildlife service. A guide 
and a hunter were convicted in Alaska of illegally killing a moose by landing a 
plane nearby and then shooting the moose. This act was observed by two staff mem-bers of National Audubon who testified at the trial. Both guide and hunter were fined 
and jailed, and the hunter's plane was confiscated. He may also lose his license. 
The third case, here in New Jersey, was that of a hunter who shot a released Peregrine 
Falcon two years ago, then had the bird stuffed and mounted complete with bands, tags 
and radio antennae! Fine was $2000 which was sent to Cornell to support their breed-ing program, which had produced the bird in question. 

The United Auto Workers union has joined the Alaska Coalition declaring their 
"abiding interest in protecting for their children and grandchildren these invaluable 
federal lands". Eeems like the message is beginning to get through. 

Michigan Audubon Society has reported success with providing artificial platforms 
for nesting of Bald Eagles. Of a total of fifteen platforms, two were used by the 
eagles and five young birds were hatched and fledged. Ospreys made use of-the other 
platforms. 

BOOK CORNER 

For the traveler: The new edition of the Tahoma Audubon Society's "Operation Nature 
Guide" is now available. This is a directory of persons across 
the country whom the nature-seeking traveler can write or call 
for local information on birds, flowers, geology, etc. as well 
as advice on best times to visit. Cost is $2.95 from Nature 
Guide, 54915 4th Ave. South, Federal Way, Wash. 98003. 
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Along with your field guides, technical volumes, and coffee table type books, I 
would like to recommend a little volume entitled "Wild Birdwatchers I Have Known". 
Gerry Bennett of Ontario, Canada has put together this little gem and published it 
himself. It can be obtained by sending $3.95 to: 

Gerry Bennett RR #2, Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada L4L 1A6 

Still Pecommended: "Dozen Birding Hotspots", George Harrison, Simon & Schuster 
"A Guide to Eirdfinding East of the Mississippi", 2nd edition, 

Olin Petingill. Also companion volume for western areas. 
Edwin Teale's four volumes on the seasons through America 
starting with "North with Spring". He has some additional 
volumes that would bre 'of great interest also. 

Review: Audubon Society "Field Guide to North American Birds (Eastern Region)" 

For this birder, there was little in the volume that is not already in 
more useful form in either Peterson's guide or "Birds of North America" 
in the Golden Guide series. The pictures (photographs) are beautiful, 
but in many instances fail to show vital features needed for identifica-
tion, especially for the novice birder. One useful feature is the sepa-
ration by habitat areas. Examples of eclipse and winter plumage are not 
well represented. General evaluation is that it would be useful for 
comparison with other guides in cases of confusion, but the above-mentioned 
guides are much better for the novice and average birder. 

EDITORIAL 

Pe-cycling now appears to be an idea whose time has finally come. From the small 
individual efforts of recent years has grown a more widespread grdWdswell of support 
in this area. The recent announcement of recycling programs in Atlantic City (helped 
by the current program at Stockton State College) gives one hope that reason may 
yet prevail. Efforts are now underway to develop a national campaign to push for 
a national re-useable container bill. Studies have shown that the re-use of contain-
ers not only reduces litter, but provides additional jobs, particularly in the semi-
skilled areas, and reduces the energy requirements of the container industries. 

We urge all menbers to support all such recycling efforts and to help push the 
necessary legislation to effectively support this. More than lip service must be 
in evidence to give our words credence in the genEral community. 

SUPPORT YOUR CHAPTER!! 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP ! 

RECRUIT A FRIEND !! 


