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Atlantic Audubon Society Honors Founder Dr. Edgar C. Bristow III  
Receives Lifetime Achievement Award 

By AAS member, Mary Harper - photo of Ed Bristow and AAS president Becky Hedden by AAS member, Donna Henry 
 

Everyone who has ever belonged to 

Atlantic Audubon Society, been a serious 
birder in South Jersey or visited Edwin B. 
Forsythe NWR has met Dr. Ed Bristow. 
Inspiring at least three generations to 
embrace his own conservation ethic and 
love of nature is just the beginning of the list 
of Dr. Ed's remarkable accomplishments. 
     Born in New York more than eight 
decades ago, Ed has lived most of his life in 
New Jersey. He earned an undergraduate 
degree at Rutgers University and a teaching certificate at 
Montclair State Teachers College. Following his dream of 
becoming a Family Physician, Ed earned his MD at the 
University of Chicago, School of Medicine and interned at 
Stamford Hospital in Stamford, CT. He joined the Army and 
served as Medical Officer for the 4th Infantry Division. After 
serving, he completed his residency in Family Medicine at 
Atlantic City Hospital and spent the next 35 years as a family 
physician and school physician in Absecon, NJ. 
     Of course, that wasn't quite enough for Dr. Ed so he also 
became the team doctor for the Absecon Blue Devils football 
team, served on the Absecon Board of Health, Welfare Board, 
and Library Board. In his spare time, he was a clinical instructor 
at Rutgers Medical School and Temple University School of 
Medicine. 
     Always in love with nature and natural history, Ed began 
birding in 1961. Eventually he joined up with a group of birders 
from Stockton College which became the core group for the 
formation of Atlantic Audubon Society. He became a member of 
the New Jersey Audubon Society and the National Audubon 
Society, eventually serving on a Strategic Planning Committee 
for National Audubon. 
     In addition to being a founder and four-time president of 
Atlantic Audubon Society, Ed was the newsletter editor for many 
years, led field trips and taught beginner birding classes and still 
serves on the AAS Board of Directors. He was a founder and 
president of the Garden State Audubon Council, uniting the 
chapters of the National Audubon Society in NJ. 
Under Ed's leadership, Atlantic Audubon became the first NAS 
chapter to officially "adopt" a National Wildlife Refuge developing 
the first group of organized volunteers at the then Brigantine 
NWR, now the Edwin B. Forsythe NWR. He has been a Refuge 
Volunteer since 1981 and was a founder of Friends of Forsythe. 
Again, he served as President for several years, published their 
first newsletters and still serves on the Friends Board of 
Directors. 
     Due to his success in establishing the Friends of Forsythe, Ed 
was asked to work with USFWS developing the "mentoring" 
program for establishing new Friends of Refuge groups, as well 
as serving on several mentoring teams. He also gave testimony 
in Congress to the Natural Resources Committee Subcommittee 
on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife, and Oceans. 

     Back at Forsythe NWR, Ed led the 
Friends group in development of a nature 
store and information center for refuge 
visitors prior to the building of a new visitor 
center. He is still active as a greeter in the 
new Visitor Information Center as well as 
leading guided tours for visitors and school 
groups. Ed leads one of the weekly 
Waterbird survey teams at the refuge and is 
one of the volunteer master naturalists 
providing environmental education both at 
the refuge and in local schools. In fact, Ed 

has such an intimate knowledge of the refuge; he developed and 
published a guide to Wildlife Drive. 
     Ed Bristow was a supporter of and on the Board of the Avian 
Rehabilitation Center until it had to close due to loss of its facility. 
He has been a member of NAS, NJAS, National Parks & 
Conservation Foundation, The Cousteau Society, The Nature 
Conservancy, National Wildlife Refuge Association, and the 
Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ. He was President of the 
Board of the Smithville Conservation Foundation, founded to 
protect water resources affecting Forsythe NWR. 
     Dr. Ed has been the recipient of the DAR Conservation 
Medal, the National Audubon Society William Dutcher Award, 
Great Egret Award, and Meritorious Service Award, as well as 
leading the Atlantic Audubon Society to numerous awards for 
fund-raising through the NAS Bird-A-Thon programs. 
     Not one to let moss grow under his feet, Ed recently earned 
certification as a Volunteer Master Naturalist and Certified 
Interpretive Guide to improve his work as a refuge guide. He 
coordinates the New Jersey Christmas Bird Counts in Oceanville 
and Marmora. 
     Through his trips throughout the U.S. and many foreign 
countries and his interest in photography, he was able to put 
together programs presented to numerous civic groups to 
promote the importance of our natural world and the need to 
protect it. 
     If you asked Ed how he possibly found the time and energy to 
accomplish all this, he would credit his wonderful wife, Patricia 
Booye Bristow, who passed away in 2001. Pat helped Ed 
through medical school, had her own career, and worked as the 
doctor's assistant while raising their three children, Carol, 
Barbara, and Charles. Sadly, Carol recently passed away in 
2012. 
     The Patricia Booye Scholarship was established for young 
women pursuing careers in science to honor Pat, an Atlantic 
Audubon Society founder along with Ed. This year, it became the 
Patricia and Carol Bristow scholarship. 
     With all of this to Ed's credit, a person might be surprised to 
learn that Ed always has time to answer questions about birds, 
nature, New Jersey or life in general or to learn something new 
himself. This coming year, Ed plans to visit the Canadian 
Maritimes with the National Geographic Society. 

http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
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FEBRUARY SPEAKER: February 27 
Wildlife Biologist, Vinny Turner, from the Edwin B. Forsythe 

Wildlife Refuge will speak on the effects that super storm 
“Sandy” had on the Refuge.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

♥♥♥ GOODBYE AND THANK YOU! ♥♥♥ 

 

We would like to thank two long-time AAS members who 

served on the board for many years and are moving away. 

 

Betsy Griffiths chaired the Audubon Adventures, and served 

on the Scholarship Committee. She is an advocate of native 

plants and a fantastic gardener/birder. 

 

Gerrie Satz was a past president, served as head of the 

Publicity and Hospitality Committees, helped with road 

clean-ups, and led many of our field trips. 

 

AAS wishes you both much happiness and we hope we will 

hear from you often. 

---------------------------------------------- 

Conservation Report  
By AAS member, Gaylord Inman  

 

Sandy has taken its toll on New Jersey in 

a big way. We may have suffered 
property damage or we surely know of 
others who have. In spite of this, we 
cannot overlook environmental damage 
which includes massive littering of our 

shoreline and Back Bay areas. 
     Doing something that sets a good example for others 
to follow is a goal for all of us to meet. Here are three 
ideas I hope to follow through with in 2013: 

     * Keep abreast of news relating to our precious 

environment and taking initiatives to express my 
concerns…for instance; most articles include the name 
and e-mail address of the writer. If I feel a need to 
comment on any article access to the writer is available. 

     * Pay attention to my property and keep it maintained 

litter free and welcome to all native species of wildlife. 
Food, cover and clean water are ingredients to a friendly 
backyard. 

     * Participate in cleaning up littered beaches and 

shorelines. 
 

The Nature Conservancy has successfully conserved 5000 
acres of private property in Tuckahoe containing tributary 
streams of the Great Egg Harbor River. 

To contribute or to learn more, contact: 
The Nature Conservancy at (908) 955-0351 

 

 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS 
By AAS member, Ed Bristow 

 

The results of our local counts are now in with a lot of 

oddities. For the Oceanville count, there were 120 species 
identified and a total of 53,620 birds counted. The highest 
counts per species included Dunlin (1/4 of the total), 
Brant, Canada geese and a couple of others made up 2/3 
of the total count. Effects of "Sandy" on the refuge 
included missing birds normally found here. Some high 
numbers on seabirds helped to keep results closer to 
normal levels. 
     Marmora count suffered from very high winds, so loud 
that no bird songs could be heard. "Sandy" also had an 
effect here, especially at MacNamara Wildlife 
management area. Very low numbers in many species 
and birds not where they are usually found, also reduced 
numbers. Total species found was 78 with total numbers 
of birds at 9,085. Dunlins were the most numerous 
species and a Gyrfalcon spotted by John Williamson's 
team was the highlight.  
     Once again, coverage was limited due to lack of 
participants. Anyone interested in helping out for next year 
can reach me through Audubon Web site.  

------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Atlantic Audubon “Big Year 2013” 
Join Atlantic Audubon’s “Big Year” and have fun 

birding and raise money for our organization. 
 

WHO WILL BE OUR 2013 CHAMP? 
 

Entry Fee is $10.00 
Send to Kris Arcuri - (address below) 
 

Use the Forsythe Bird check list sent to you 
from AASocietyNews@verizon.net to keep track of the 
species of birds you see or hear in NJ during 2013. 
If you did not receive the check list, please request 
another copy from AASocietyNews@verizon.net 

 

Submit your checklist by January 10, 2014 to: 
Kris Arcuri - 204 Briarcliff Place - Absecon, NJ 08201 

 

Winner will be announced at the Jan. 22, 2014 meeting 
Any questions? Call Kris (609) 641-6578 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: MAY 16 

Noyes Museum in Oceanville, NJ 
Sandy Komito who was featured in “The “Big Year” 
movie, will speak on South Ocean Birding – a joint 

event with AAS. 6-7:30 pm. FREE 

General Meetings: Held at the Galloway Library 
 306 E Jimmie Leeds Road, Galloway Township, NJ - 7:30 pm on 4th Wednesday of month - NO meetings in Nov. or Dec. 

Light refreshments served - Please feel free to bring your own coffee/soda/water 
 

Events: General meetings, speakers, field trip info sent to you via AASocietyNews@verizon.net 
Website: www.atlanticaudubon.org - use PayPal symbol to donate to our WSB fundraiser 

Contacts:  Page 16 - Officer List, Emergency wildlife numbers, and Membership Form 
 

Newsletter: Deadlines: SUMMER May 1
st

 ISSUE - articles & photos by April 1
st

 - changes by April 22nd 

TO: donnaSL8@verizon.net 
 
 

 
 

                

mailto:AASocietyNews@verizon.net
mailto:AASocietyNews@verizon.net
mailto:AASocietyNews@verizon.net
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
mailto:donnaSL8@verizon.net


3.  SPRING 2013   
 

PURPLE MARTIN PROJECT 
By Conservation Chair - Gaylord Inman 

Photo by AAS member, Mike Sleight 
 

The Conservation Committee is exploring the 

possibility of assisting Galloway Township in 
upgrading the nest boxes located at the Glenn 
property site in Galloway. I met with Allan 
Jackson at the site to observe the Purple 
martin houses which are in great disrepair. 
Boxes behind the existing building are in need 
of replacement. The population using this site will 
be lost unless something is not done this spring. 
     We are committed to having a welcome sight for first 
arrivals of Martins. We have possible cooperation with 
Fish and Wildlife, Pleasantville office, who may even 
supply nest boxes. We came up with the idea of including 
a bluebird trail on the site which will start with two or three 
well placed boxes. All of this is subject to Township 
approval, but people there have so far been cooperative, 
so I think our plans are a go. 
     Allan has done wonderful things with NJ bluebird 
production and I think the state may have banded more 
bluebirds than any other state in the past few years, 
thanks to him, John Layton and a few others. Allan has 
published some articles about this and I will try to get the 
info for our newsletter. 

     Allan was to go to his old Fish and Wildlife Service 
office in Pleasantville to discuss placement of nest boxes. 

The people there have them and apparently 
will let us establish the upgrade at no cost 
for the boxes. Money is needed for 
cement, etc. for installation. Boxes there 
can be repaired at a cost, but we will 
probably put up new boxes so Allan 
can take the old ones and fix them up 
as he gets time. 

     We came up with another idea of 
establishing the beginning of a bluebird 

trail there and as a start; two or three boxes 
will be installed for them. All of this is pending 

approval of Galloway Township. 
     Allan is extremely happy with our idea and thinks we 
have been a big help to him. I told him that we had money 
budgeted for this which may now be used for lumber for 
bluebird boxes. He is particular as to how they are built 
and he has a votech group who builds what he needs if he 
furnishes the lumber. 
     Allan is deeply appreciative of AAS cooperative spirit in 
keeping this group of martins viable. I am especially proud 
of Mary Harper for making the presentation to our board 
and the subsequent approval of the work and 
appropriations. If we save the money intended for the 
martin boxes we can use some for construction of bluebird 
boxes. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------- 
 

Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge - WHAT AND WHERE IS THIS PLACE? 
By AAS member, Dr. Ed Bristow 

 

The Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge is one of over 550 National Wildlife Refuges located in all 50 
states and territories of the United States. It is located on the Atlantic Flyway, the major eastern flight pathway 
for migrating birds. This Refuge extends from Galloway Township in Atlantic County to Brick Township in 
Monmouth County incorporating much of the salt marsh between those two locations, as well as the southern 
tip of Long Beach Island. Major access points are located along Route 9. For visitors, the Brigantine Division 

located in Atlantic County, with entrance off Route 9 at Great Creek Road, has a Visitor Information Center and an 8-mile drive through 
the salt marsh where visitors can see and hear migratory and resident birds and animals. Interpretive signs and helpful volunteers 
provide information and guidance about the many activities including exhibits, walking trails, biking on the wildlife drive and a boardwalk 
extending into the marsh for a close-up view of marsh activity. Directions to access points in Ocean and Monmouth Counties can be 
obtained here, as well as information about canoeing and kayaking in the area. 
 

As many of you know, “Sandy” made a mess out of the Wildlife Drive, both literally and figuratively. The Wildlife Drive will 

be closed for an indefinite period, pending major repair work and debris removal. Over 600 items have been identified and 
located on refuge grounds and marshes, including 160 boats, canoes and kayaks, large chunks of docks, boardwalks and 
houses, as well as containers holding unknown substances. Staff and volunteers have undergone hazmat training and 
work is underway to remove those boats with easy reach of waterways. Trails have been cleared of fallen trees and debris 
and are passable. No damage was done to the new boardwalk and the Visitor Information Center. Present visitation is 
limited to walking trails and walking the road to the boardwalk and along the road to Gull Pond Tower. 
    Birds were very scarce in the immediate aftermath of the storm, but have been coming back. Many waterfowl can only 
be seen from Gull Pond Tower and bird activity has been reduced, due to the damage to the impoundments. Song birds 
are best seen along the trails and the Tower Road area. The Visitor Center is open Monday to Friday, 10 to 3 PM, but 
hours may be shortened through January and February. Many new items are available in the store, including a DVD of the 
refuge through a year. 
     Work has started on the planned exhibits for the large room overlooking the marsh and impoundments. Preparatory 
work is in progress with a new floor map of the refuge. Once that is completed and the floor sealed to prevent damage to 
the map, the new exhibits will be installed and checked out. As a participant in the planning, I am thrilled with what should 
be a great experience for children and adults alike, as it tells the story of the Forsythe Refuge. We hope to see another 
GRAND OPENING sometime in February, just in time for the beginning of spring migration. Whether the drive will be 
open remains a mystery, but come and enjoy what the center will have to offer. 
 

SPECIAL REFUGE ALERT: Work will have begun on repair of the Refuge Wildlife Drive a couple of weeks before you read 
this. Refuge will be CLOSED at least during the week due to heavy dump tracks bringing in fill to repair the damage done by 

"Sandy". No definite re-opening is available as repairs will depend on the weather. Check website for current information.  
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Edwin B. Forsythe Wildlife Refuge after Hurricane Sandy 

Severe storms impact not only humans, but the natural areas, like Forsythe, that we treasure. 
Submitted by AAS President Becky Hedden – Facebook Photos 

 
 

 
***************************************** 

Birds that live in this refuge 
Photos by AAS member, Charlie Herlands 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ARIAL SHOT 

             Brown Thrasher                                          Adult Bald Eagle                                                        Green Heron 

Gr Blue Heron - Im Blk Crown Night Heron - Gr Egret                 Belted Kingfisher                                   Peregrine Falcon 

                         Wood Duck (pair)                                                  Great Egret                                           Northern Pintail  
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Surveying American Oystercatchers Post Hurricane Sandy 
By Stephanie Egger, Wildlife Biologist – courtesy of Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ 

Submitted by AAS member, Kathy Peterson 
 

As we all know, Hurricane Sandy 

caused severe damage and 
devastation to New Jersey residents, 
homes, and their businesses, but we 
must not forget that wildlife can also 
suffer from the impacts of a 
hurricane. CWFNJ’s Beach Nesting 
Bird Project Manager, Todd Pover, 
Alfred Breed, CWFNJ Field 
Technician, and myself, conducted 
wildlife/habitat assessments on 
beaches from Brigantine to Cape May after the storm. Our 
nesting sites farther north in Ocean and Monmouth 
Counties were still not accessible at that time to 
evaluate. We assessed nesting habitat for beach nesting 
bird species, especially Piping plovers, as well beach/inlet 
habitat used by migratory shorebirds, 
particularly American oystercatchers. 
     As expected, many of our nesting sites and sites that 
are also used by migratory shorebirds for roosting were hit 
hard by Hurricane Sandy, losing a great deal of sand and 
suitable habitat. However, in some locations such as 
Stone Harbor Point and North Brigantine Natural Area, the 
storm scoured out areas with too much vegetation which 
is good for beach nesters, as they prefer sparsely 
vegetated areas. Sand was also pushed back into the 
dunes to create blowouts and over-wash areas that may 
serve as additional habitat. Many of the areas seem to be 
very low-lying now from the loss of sand and might be 

more flood-prone which could impact the 
beach nesters in the spring. 
     We also observed migratory 
songbirds, Golden-crowned kinglets, 
which were taking shelter and flittering 
through the back dune/bayberry 
habitat right after the storm. This was 
a good reminder of the value of New 
Jersey coastal habitat for songbirds, 
as they migrate down the coast. 

     As part of our assessment, we 
conducted American oystercatcher surveys, as a 
significant number use New Jersey beaches for roosting 
during the fall and winter. Luckily, approximately 900-
1,000 American oystercatchers were still using our 
southern coastal inlets after Sandy, about the same 
number of birds observed the week before the storm. 
Thanks to funding from the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation, we were already conducting fall surveys for 
American oystercatchers and in the position to compare 
their numbers before and after the storm. 
     Only time will tell if the habitat will build back up 
enough in time for the spring as the birds begin to arrive 
for the nesting season, or if it will have lasting impacts on 
migratory bird species. We hope to conduct further 
assessments to gain a better understanding of the short 
and long-term impacts to wildlife from Hurricane Sandy 
and how that may affect conservation and recovery effort 
for these species moving forward. 

 

 
**************************************************************************************** 

 

“Voice of the People” in the November 25, 2012 issue of The Press of Atlantic City 
By John Williamson, AAS member and past president of the Atlantic County Citizens Council on the Environment 

 

Imagine Sandy striking floating nuclear plants: Although what the 100-year 
super-storm Sandy did to the shore was horrendous, it could have been worse. 
     In the early 1970s, Westinghouse and Tenneco Inc. sought permission from 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to build twin 1,000-megawatt floating 
nuclear power plants 2.8 miles off the coast of Atlantic City. 
     This was opposed by the Atlantic County Citizens Council on the 
Environment. Three members of that organization were registered by the NRC 
as official interveners to represent the opposition of the community, which soon 
included the county and state governments. 
     Over the next couple of years, the ACCCE brought in scientists and experts 
from as far away as California to Richard Stockton College to inform the public 
of the dangers of such an enterprise. 
     County freeholders placed a question on the ballot that asked, “Do you want 
a nuclear power plant 2.8 miles off Atlantic City?” The idea was voted down by a 
margin of 2-to-1. 
    During the next two years, the ACCCE interveners repeatedly argued their 
case before many NRC sessions held in Atlantic City and Washington, exhausting the ACCCE treasury. The citizen’s 
organization prevailed upon the state Public Advocate, which assigned legal assistance in support of its case. That and 
other developments led to the final NRC disapproval of the planned offshore floating nuclear power plants. 
     Had the industry plan been approved and implemented, considering the over-whelming strength and destruction of the 
storm, it is possible we could have suffered a catastrophe on our shores and ocean greater than the land-based 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant meltdown from the Japanese tsunami of 2011. The impact of super-storm Sandy 
could have been much worse. 

http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/species/fieldguide/view/Charadrius%20melodus/
http://www.conservewildlifenj.org/species/fieldguide/view/Haematopus%20palliatus/
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Golden-crowned_Kinglet/id
http://www.nfwf.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home
http://www.nfwf.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Home
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Winter Bird Care! 
 By AAS member, Donna Henry 

 

Winter is a great time to feed and enjoy birds. 

Because winter is a difficult time for birds there 
are many ways to attract and help our feathered 
friends. Many birds change some of their eating 
habits in the winter. The bird’s natural food supply has 
been consumed or may be hidden by snow. Most insects 
are dead or dormant, so birds that usually eat insects may 
start to eat berries to supplement their diets. Birds will 
start to look for reliable sources of food for wintertime 
survival. 
     Water can be hard to find, and food needed to provide 
the energy to keep birds warm might be scarce. Finding 
shelter may not be easy. If there are limited natural 
evergreens or shelter, birds may seek manmade shelters 
or habitats that can provide refuge from the winds, rains, 
ice or snow of winter.  
     Birds are warm-blooded and to keep up their high 
metabolic rate, most backyard birds eat rich, energy foods 
such as seeds, insects and suet. Sudden drops in 
temperature or sudden winter storms can be especially 
hard. At times like these, it is especially important to have 
feeders full so that birds can find food easily.   
     Providing high calorie and high fat foods can be 
important to the birds. The birds visiting winter feeders 
may be arriving in flocks or may come to the feeders as 
individuals, so you will need to provide different options for 
the birds. 
     Feeders should be located out of the wind. It is best to 
have a perching spot such as a bush or tree for the birds 
to use to survey the feeding area and provide sufficient 
cover for safe refuge from predators and shelter from the 
wind and weather.  
     Placing seed in a ground feeder invites birds such as 
sparrows, juncos, Mourning Doves, quail, pheasants, 
towhees and Brown Thrashers. Platform and hopper 
feeders are especially good for attracting cardinals, wrens, 
chickadees, titmice, jays, and grosbeaks. Hanging feeders 
may blow in the wind, so they are more often used by 
species that are able to hang on while feeding such as 
chickadees, titmice, nuthatches and finches.  
 

Seed and other food preferences and offerings: 
 

Black-oil sunflower – An overall great seed to offer in the 
winter that attracts a wide variety of birds. This seed is 
high in fat, with twice the calories per pound than striped 
sunflower and its small size and thin shell make it easy for 
small birds to handle and crack.  
Nyjer (thistle) - attracts finches including American 
Goldfinch, Pine Siskin, and Common Redpoll. 
Safflower - attracts cardinals and other big-billed birds. 
However, it is said that most birds prefer sunflower seeds 
over safflower. 
Corn - Whole corn is a favorite of Wild Turkeys and 
ducks; cracked corn attracts doves, quail, and sparrows. 
Millet - A small, round grain, millet is commonly found in 
seed mixes. Millet is a favored food of many smaller, 
ground foraging birds. A handful of millet sprinkled on the 
ground will keep your juncos and sparrows happy. 
 

Milo - A reddish-colored, round grain, milo is often a major 
component of inexpensive seed mixes. Unfortunately, it is 
not a favorite of most birds, and the seed often goes to 
waste, so best to avoid mixes with large amounts of milo. 
Mixed Seed – It is recommended that you avoid 
commercial mixtures that have a high percentage of less-
appealing "filler" seeds, such as red milo. Create your own 
seed mixes by combining any number of seeds. Seed 
mixes are generally preferred by birds visiting platform 
feeders. Mixed seed may also be spread on the ground. 
Try mixes containing millet, cracked corn, and sunflower 
seed to attract sparrows, juncos, doves, and quail. 
Suet – A great high energy food, suet is a good choice for 
attracting insect-eating birds. Most suet is beef kidney fat, 
which is inexpensive and available at many meat 
counters. Suet also can be purchased as processed cake 
that includes seeds, berries, and other ingredients.  
Native Trees and Shrubs - Critical food and cover for 
birds, and other wildlife, winter-fruiting plants help them 
survive the long, cold winter.  Seek information on the best 
species suited to your location.  
Other foods - Several species, including jays, nuthatches, 
and woodpeckers, readily consume peanuts. Many birds 
eat insects and meal worms are quite a treat for the birds!  
Birds such as chickadees, bluebirds, wrens and 
woodpeckers will eat meal worms if they are placed in a 
feeder accessible to the birds.  
Grit - Since birds use their gizzard to grind their food, 
provide them with small, hard materials such as sand, 
small pebbles, ground eggshells, and ground oyster 
shells. Grit attracts many birds as a food supplement. Egg 
shells have the added benefit of being a good source of 
calcium. If you want to provide eggshells, be sure to 
sterilize them first. You can boil them for 10 minutes or 
heat them in an oven (20 minutes at 250 degrees). Let the 
eggshells cool; then crush them into pieces about the size 
of sunflower seeds. Offer the eggshell in a dish or low 
platform feeder, separate from your seed feeders. 
Water - Birds are attracted to well-maintained birdbaths as 
birds need a source of water even in the winter. Though 
they can extract some moisture from their food, most birds 
drink water every day.  In freezing climates, a birdbath 
heater will keep ice from forming. Keep your birdbath full 
and you’ll be well rewarded. But remember to clean your 
birdbath every couple of days. If the bath is on the ground, 
arrange a few branches or stones in the water so that 
birds can stand on them and drink without getting wet, this 
is particularly important in winter. 
 
Providing Cover - Roosting boxes or natural plant covers 
can also aid birds seeking protection from cold weather 
and predators. By providing evergreen trees, shrubs and 
roosting boxes, you can offer a safe place for birds to 
escape the elements and predators. During storms birds 
will frequently seek shelter and a roosting box provides a 
safe place for birds to retreat.  
     Please note that birds become accustomed to a 
reliable food source and will visit daily. During periods of 
extreme ice, snow, or cold, the sudden disappearance of 
food might be a hardship. If you are leaving town during 
freezing weather, consider having someone fill your feeder 
while you’re away. 

Bon Appetite! 
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By AAS member, Maurice Tremblay 
 

It was a cold bitter winter day. As I walked along a sand trail winding through a 

sand dune forest, I could hear the wind harrowing above me. It was early-
morning and the dark shadow of night had begun to lift. It seemed as if every 
swaying bush or tree held some evil creature in its shadow, ready to pounce on 
me. Still, I continued on my quest to take my morning beach run.  
     As I approached the end of the trail, I could see a raging sand storm. The 

sea's crashing waves could be heard but not seen. It was light now, but visibility was almost zero. The sand swirled 
around me like water. Running against the wind was impossible. I decided to walk. Thoughts of going home passed 
through my mind. Walking in this wind was becoming too difficult.  
     I was about to turn back to go home when I spotted a large object ahead of me. It was moving. I needed to see what it 
was. I struggled against the cold wind towards it. I was cold, but the thing ahead of me led me on. As I approached, it 
began to take form. It was white as snow and it watched me with two large dark eyes. Protruding from its head was a 
large dark beak. It was perched on a large branch protruding from the beach sand. The sand swirled around both of us. I 
looked into its eyes and it looked into mine. We were as one. I no longer felt the cold wind or the pelting sand in my face.  
     I approached to within inches of this magnificent bird. "Mr. Snowy Owl, what are you doing here?" He looked at me 
probably thinking, "What are you doing here? I'm a Snowy Owl and in the far North we encounter weather like this often." 
He stared into my eyes a few moments more, lifted his great wings, flew above me and disappeared into the storm. 
     I walked back toward the sand trail less aware of the wind and cold, as I had seen one of nature's wonder's. I was 
content with my walk and the memory of that day has always been with me. 
     Nature is never disappointing. Even in the misery of that day, nature had a rewarded me. My morning walks are always 
filled with beauty and mystery. Most people are not aware of what nature offers. Children are, but most lose that 
awareness as they become evolved in the adult world. 
 

****************************************************************************************** 

Another Thanksgiving in Boise, Idaho 
By AAS member, Gerrie Satz 

 

The Satz home in Boise is situated on a 

foothill surrounded by huge boulders, trees 
and scrub. There is a dirt road that winds 
around the foothill that takes one up to the 
house.  
     For the entire ten days that I was there an 
American kestrel was perched on one of the 
trees surveying his territory. He seemed to 
be very comfortable there and the food 
supply was great. 

     A juvenile Red-tailed hawk perched on the top of a 
boulder. I watched the bird from the kitchen window; he 
was so close binoculars were not needed. 

     Then there were the twenty or so California 
quail running along the road just ahead of our 
vehicle. 
     The day before I was to leave, an eight- 
point male Mule deer showed up on the 
property. He was limping badly. While my son 
and I watched, he settled down on the sand 
under the swing set and stayed there most of 
the day. When we left for dinner, he was 
gone…the next morning, so was I. 

****************************************************************************** 

Trip to Conowingo Dam, Maryland 
By AAS member, Diane Kristoff 

 

On December 4, 2012 Diane and Jim Kristoff traveled to Conowingo 

Dam west of Port Deposit, MD to see Bald eagles and other piscivorous 
birds.  
     We were rewarded with over 90 Bald eagles and about 130 Black 
vultures! Other birds seen 
below the dam were Great 
Blue heron, Double-crested 
cormorant, Herring gulls and 
Rock doves.  
     Very friendly to birders and 
photographers, the Exelon 

hydroelectric plant has very ample parking and viewing areas, heated 
restrooms, paved walkways, picnic tables, and portable toilets.  
     The best time to see numerous eagles is from Thanksgiving to the middle 
of December, and the best time to see rare gulls is the coldest part of winter. 
Gulls recorded have been Lesser Black-backed gull, Iceland gull, Thayer's gull, 
and Franklin's gull.  
     More information can be found online – try www.harfordbirdclub.org. The dam is about 90 miles from our home in 
Mullica Twp. and takes about 1 3/4 hours.  

http://www.harfordbirdclub.org/
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                    “Paper or Plastic” Neither! NJ Senate Bill to Reduce Bag Waste 
By AAS member, Donna Henry 

 

In a move to curb plastic and paper bag waste, on December 17
th
, the NJ Senate Environment 

Committee approved bill (S-812), "Reduce Plastic and Paper Bag Usage Act."  This bill provides 
for the reduction in volume of paper and plastic carryout bags distributed by stores beginning 
January 1, 2014.  The use of reusable bags will be encouraged by placing a five-cent surcharge 
on consumers who fail to bring a reusable bag to their grocery or convenience store. Stores will 
also be required to make reusable bags available for purchase and to provide only compostable 
plastic bags or recyclable paper bags to its customers and calls for 25% restriction of plastic and 
carryout bags for the first year, 50% for the second and 75% by the third year.  

      

The legislation was opposed by manufacturers of plastic bags, who claimed stores 
already are voluntarily recycling plastic bags. Environmentalists have long advocated 

for such legislation, saying that plastic bags have detrimental environmental 
impacts.  Plastics are a big source of debris in the world’s rivers and oceans. 

Ending up in rivers and the ocean they pose a big threat to marine life, such as 
sea turtles and birds. Each year hundreds of thousands of birds and marine life 

die as a result of ingestion and entanglement. It has been found that around 
100,000 marine animals and 1 million birds die each year from plastics, whether it is 

ingestion or entanglement.  
      

A surcharge has shown to dramatically reduce the consumption of plastic bags. 
Since Washington, D.C. has imposed its own surcharge on plastic bags, there has been a 60 percent reduction in 
the number of bags winding up in its waterways. 
      
     Bags pollute our beaches, parks, and roadways or sit in our landfills where it takes up to 1000 years for the bags to 
break down.  Each year the production of plastic and paper carryout bags in the United States uses over 12 million barrels 
of oil and cutting down over 14 million trees.  Most plastic carryout bags when biodegrading become toxic, contaminating 
soil and waterways; and plastic and paper carryout bags take up a large volume of the solid waste in landfills.  Only 20% of 
the paper bags we use get recycled, contributing to the 35% of landfill waste comprised of paper products.  The plastic 
and paper carryout bags that are recycled must go through a lengthy and labor-intensive process of reintegration and 
renewal, using many chemicals, intense heat, and water.  
     Plastic bags also affect water quality by clogging storm drains and filling up detention basins.  This issue emerged at a 
hearing on the decline of Barnegat Bay, which among a host of other problems lists plastic bags clogging storm water 
basins as among the causes of rising pollution into the waterway. 
     It generally agreed that paper bags are less of a litter problem; however, it takes almost four times as much energy to 
manufacture a paper bag as it does to manufacture a plastic bag. Both gobble up natural resources and cause significant 
pollution. Paper bag production requires forests, absorbers of greenhouse gases, to be cut down, and then the 
manufacturing of bags produces greenhouse gases. However, plastic bags are not the more sustainable solution as they 
use more fossil fuels and raw materials energy, and consume larger amounts of crude oil and natural gas than paper 
bags. So, clearly, the best solution is neither paper nor plastic; instead carry your own reusable bags. 

********************************************************************************* 

Mannington Marsh 
By AAS member, Janice Weisgerber 

 

AAS members, Gerrie Satz, Kevin 
Lippert and I went out today on a 
preliminary run for our upcoming 
Mannington Marsh birding trip 
scheduled for March 24, 2013. We 
weren't sure what to expect since 
the past couple of days have been very windy and rainy, but we got 
very lucky!  

     We started out with a Sharp-shinned hawk, Pied-billed grebe and two Hooded mergansers before we even left the 
complex that Gerrie lives in…so we had high hopes.  
     We ended up with a total of 46 species, mostly the usual suspects along with 7 Red-tailed hawks, a Peregrine falcon, 
kestrels and 4 Bald eagles. We found the first Bald eagle at Johnson's Sod Farm sitting on the irrigation lines. It just sat 
for the longest time and I was able to get a pretty decent picture of it and then it flew and I got one of it flying also.  
     At the end of the day when we thought we were all done, we went down a little side road off of Route 77 circle and 
found two Bald eagles sitting in a field. The one juvenile was eating something that looked like a rabbit and the other was 
just standing watch. We were getting ready to leave after I was able to get some pictures and I found another juvenile 
sitting in the trees, so that was definitely the highlight of the day as they were real close viewing for us.  
     So hopefully our March 24th Mannington Marsh trip will be as successful, but even if it is not, it is just fun being out 
with your friends and enjoying the sunshine. So come on out and join us!!! 



9.  SPRING 2013                                                                 Hummingbirds in December!!! 
Courtesy of Farm and Daily - by Scott Shalaway (edited for space) 

Submitted by AAS member, Justine Brady 
Photo of hummingbird in storm by AAS member, Kathleen Rosenau 

 

A woman from New Wilmington, PA emailed me, worried about a female 

hummingbird that had not gone south for the winter. She wrote, “It’s now December 
and it’s still here. Is it wrong to leave a feeder up? What will happen when freezing 
weather hits?” I explained that keeping the feeder up was the right thing to do. The 
bird was almost certainly a Rufous hummingbird, a hardy western species that 
nests as far north as Alaska.  
     Over the last 15 years, Rufous hummingbirds have been showing up with 
increasing regularity in Pennsylvania and adjacent states. This year, visits by 

western hummers have reached record levels in Pennsylvania. 
     Knowing the interest in late season hummingbirds, I asked if she would permit a bander to visit her home. She agreed, 
and Bob Mulvihill, consulting ornithologist and bander at the Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania (www.aswp.org) 
in Pittsburgh made arrangements to visit the next day. He arrived early and had the trap set by daybreak. Within minutes, 
he captured a previous banded adult female Rufous hummingbird. It was originally banded on Jan. 27, 2012, near 
Donaldson, Louisiana and identified as a second-year female Rufous hummingbird that hatched in 2011. 
     “That means she hatched somewhere in the northern Rocky Mountains in the summer of 2011,” Mulvihill explained, 
“migrated all the way to Louisiana for the winter, returned to the Rockies to nest this summer, and migrated south again, 
this time stopping in western Pennsylvania!” This was the second time he had recaptured a Rufous hummingbird near 
Pittsburgh in the fall that had been originally banded along the Gulf Coast the previous winter. 
     In recent years, the Hummer/Bird Study Group has documented 14 species of hummingbirds wandering east during 
the fall and winter. Most have been Rufous hummers, but other species include Ruby-throated, Black-chinned, Allen’s, 
Anna’s, Calliope, Buff-bellied, Broad-tailed, White-eared, Green violet-ear, Magnificent, Green-breasted mango, Broad-
billed, and Costa’s. 
     Bob Sargent, founder of the Hummer/Bird Study Group urges birders to maintain one nectar feeder all winter, keep it 
clean, and place it where it can be easily viewed. “If you live in the range for the Ruby-throated hummingbirds, you will not 
make them stay if you leave a feeder out in winter. When it’s time, they will migrate with or without your feeder.” 
     It’s never too late to see a late season hummingbird, so keep a nectar feeder filled all winter. When it gets cold at night, 
place the feeder indoors until morning so the nectar doesn’t freeze.  

If you see a hummingbird between now and March, there are people who want to know. 
     Bob Sargent (Rubythroat@aol.com) can put you touch with a bander near you. Send questions and comments to Dr. 
Scott Shalaway, 2222 Fish Ridge Road, Cameron, West Virginia 26033 or by email at sshalaway@aol.com. 

*************************************************************************************** 

          
An Act of Kindness… 

and a Smile 
 

Submitted by AAS member,  
Justine Brady  

New Smyrna Beach, FL 
 

Brown Pelicans  
 
 

 
 

We took a short walk today at the park and there were these two fishermen who were filleting a fish of some sort. This 

one-footed pelican hobbled nearer and nearer and it was noted that he had a fishing line wrapped around his body…and 
his leg was severed from the entanglement. He was lured closer and the fisherman grabbed his bill while his partner got a 
knife and cut the line loose. He found that the line was also wrapped around 

its wing and that was also cut. 
The bird was released and flew 
into the pack of other pelicans in 
the water (the one with wings 
spread), but wasn't fast enough 
to get the skins of the fish that 
were thrown. His wing was 
distorted, but he could fly/flutter 
and seemed happy. I thanked 
the man and said that was really 
nice of him to do that. He just 
smiled and went on his way. 

mailto:sshalaway@aol.com
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      Bosque del Apache 
    Federal Wildlife Refuge 
          By Dr. George Anast 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DAYTIME: Bosque del Apache is a federal wildlife 

refuge in north central New Mexico 
located about ninety miles south of 
Albuquerque. It was built by the Civilian 
Conservation Corps and opened in 
1939. Covering ninety square miles and 
fed by the Rio Grande, the refuge is a 
tribute to astute planning and visionary 
environmentalism. 
     Open to the public, the refuge 
welcomes 80-100,000 visitors each 
year, many visiting from all over the 
world. England, France and Germany 
are well represented each year, 
especially at the Sand Hill Crane 
Festival held each year in November. 
The Wildlife Service receives valuable 
support and day to day assistance from 
The Friends of The Bosque del Apache, 
a not for profit organization formed in 
1993. Their website provides important 
visitor assistance and up-to-date bird 
counts. They operate an attractive gift 
store at the visitor center which 
supports their efforts. 
     Sean Brophy, a senior wildlife refuge 
specialist, acting as spokesman for the 
Refuge elaborated on the mission and 
multiple functions of the refuge. In 
addition to maintaining a safe 
environment for the thousand of cranes 
and wildfowl, the Refuge serves an 
important educational function for the 
local primary school system. Too, the 
Refuge concentrates on control of 
invasive species, most particularly the 

Salt Cedar, or Tamarisk. This latter plant was introduced 
in the United States from Eurasia or Africa to help control 
erosion, but overwhelmed the native species of plants. 
     The area is allowed to go dry in summer as part of the 
plant control. In the fall the water level is re-established. 
The cranes and geese begin returning in mid October with 
the peak populations reached in January. The refuge 
provides a winter home for 15-20 thousand Sand Hill 
cranes, 30-50 thousand Light geese (Snow geese and 
Ross’s geese) and 20 thousand or more Mallard and 
Pintail ducks. The wilderness areas of the refuge abound 
in Mule deer, Bobcat, dove, quail, and Wild turkey. Youth 
hunts for Wild turkey are very popular and form an ideal 
introduction to hunting and the outdoors. Part of the area 
is open to hunting for Mule deer and Snow geese, the 

latter by a drawing for permits. 
     Wildlife photography opportunities 
abound. Scores of dedicated amateurs 
and professionals with world-class 
equipment congregate at sundown to 
witness the return of the cranes and 
geese. Right alongside are numerous 
tourists with “point and shoot” cameras, 
or smart phones having every bit as 
much fun enjoying and recording the 
spectacle. 
     Sean, who is in his third year at 
Bosque, made the point that every state 
has refuges and they are easily 
reached from major cities. He stresses 
that they are an overlooked recreational 
and educational opportunity close to 
home. He says, “Come and see us!” 
     Peak activity is in the 
January/February period. The climate in 
the area is moderate in winter with 
warm days and cool nights. Mornings at 
nearly 5000 feet altitude are brisk, and 
at sunset there is a real chill. Nearby 
communities of San Antonio and 
Socorro have abundant motel space 
and good amenities. The refuge’s 
website is comprehensive and supplies 
up to date information on events and 
activities. If you like birds and are 
wintering in the West, you can’t go 
wrong with a visit to the Bosque del 
Apache. 

 
 
 

Sean Brophy 

Snow Geese 
Pintail Ducks Sandhill Crane 
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Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge  

Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida - Website: www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 

Sunrise…Early Morning…Sunset: Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge in San Antonio, New Mexico, 
USA, is a magical place; for some it is a spiritual place. Wildlife photographers and birders flock to “Bosque” in 
November and December of each year to see the wintering birds. In 2012 there were 7,000 Sandhill cranes, 52,000 
Snow geese, 27,000 ducks and numerous raptors and other birds. The temperatures were 15 degrees above 
normal (low 19 F, high 68 F); the sunrises and sunsets were magnificent. Dawn Snow geese blastoffs and twilight 
alighting Sandhill cranes were spectacular.  

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Backyard Birds 

By AAS member,  
Charlie Herlands 

Galloway Township, NJ 
 

Photos from my back yard, 
all taken with a  

point-and-shoot Canon 
PowerShot SX110IS. 

I thought it would be fun for 
people to appreciate how 
easy it is to see colorful 
birds right outside their 

windows if they just put out 
water, seed, and suet. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Red Cardinals- Males & Females Carolina Chickadee 

Male Purple Finch 
Male Red-bellied Woodpecker 

2 Red-breasted Nuthatches 

Female Hairy Woodpecker Yellow-rumped Warbler 

Adult Male & Juvenile 
Yellow-bellied 
Sapsuckers 

Pine Siskins 
Male Dark-eyed Junco (slate-colored)  

and Mourning Dove 
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Destructive Visitor 

Pileated Woodpecker in Wisconsin 
By Dr. George Anast 

 

The Pileated Woodpecker is native to the area and 

shows up in the yard at least a few times a season. 
Their call is distinctive, sort of a maniacal laughter 
and was copied by the famous cartoon character 
Woody the Woodpecker.  
     I saw one in the yard only briefly and ran for the 
camera. When I got back to the deck the bird was nowhere to be seen, but a few 

moments later the distinctive call came from the front of the yard. I started over that way to find the bird drinking from a 
puddle left in the drive each day by the irrigation system.  
     I took a few pictures from a distance and then started to walk toward the bird. It did not 
mind my presence at all and proceeded to bathe. I was able to get within twenty feet or 
less before the bird, having finished the bath, headed for one of the big white pines.  
     The three photos show the bird in the puddle, one on the tree and one showing holes in 
the eagle tree that were made a few years ago. The area where the holes are has a 
diameter of at least 24 inches. This gives you an idea of how big the holes really are. In the 
wild, where the tree is dead and the birds dig many holes, the tree usually breaks through 
one of the stress risers in heavy wind. This I have seen.  
     When making a hole to get at the grubs in the failing center of the tree, the chips are often an inch or more long by half 
an inch wide. When making their hole the "beak blows" can be heard for some distance. The bird often nests in such 
holes, but I have never seen a nesting family. They do travel together and may mate for life. I was surprised to see this 
bird alone, as most often, if seen, they are in pairs. This bird is probably a female. The male has a distinctive red stripe 
from the bill back toward the neck. The female's stripe is black. The call is sufficiently distinctive that, once heard, you will 
never forget it. Woody's call in the cartoon is a bit similar! 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

              Just A Walk on the Beach 
               By AAS member, Justine Brady 
                       New Smyrna Beach, FL 

 

                         Clockwise from Right 
                Cattle Egrets in Winter Plumage  
         Ruddy Turnstone – Portuguese Man O War 
                      Gopher Turtle Having Lunch 
                                        Willet - Snowy Egrets        
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Wildlife Rescues at ValleyWildlifeCare, CA 
 

The Growth  
of One Baby Woodpecker 

Please contact a wildlife rehabber when you 
find any orphaned bird or mammal.  

NEVER attempt to raise a baby bird yourself. 
 

Just over two weeks ago, we shared the 

story of a freshly hatched woodpecker that 
was found lying on the ground after a dead tree removal. She was cold and near death. We had previously asked that 
people not remove dead trees in the spring and summer, as this is what happens. 
     The little hatchling has now “grown up” and would now be considered a “fledgling”. At this stage, she will begin to learn 
to feed herself. During this transition, we will begin the weaning process and she will be tempted with lots of menu items 
that woodpeckers cannot resist. Once she is feeding herself well, she will transition into a large flight made specifically for 
woodpeckers. There, she will learn to do all of the things that woodpeckers do in order to survive in wild suburbia. 
     This is just one of many we currently have in care. Baby birds grow very quickly and feeding a baby bird the wrong diet 
for one day can cause a lifetime of damage.  
     -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Earths Clean-up Crew, Injured and Left to Die 
 

We received a call from a citizen who told us he had a very large bird, possibly a vulture that 

had been sitting on a woodpile in his yard at the foothills of Monrovia for almost a week. He 
told us that the bird appeared to be injured, as one wing was drooping. 
     Although vultures have a very slow metabolism and can survive without food for quite 
some time, we knew a week was too long to be sitting there with no water, food, or shelter. 
     The first thing we noticed was that this vulture had a black head. The only vultures in California are Turkey vultures; 
they sport a bright red head. A black head told us he was just a baby.  
     He was most likely soaring high with his parents and extended family when they called him to the ground to feed on his 
first meal of carrion. On his way down, he probably hit a fence with his wing spread wide open. When its family took off 
after completing their job of cleaning up the earth, he was left behind, injured and alone. 
     Aside from their very strong beaks that are meant to rip open carrion and can pull human flesh in less than 5 
seconds…their defense mechanism when threatened is vomiting. Since he had no food in his system when he was 
rescued, that did not stop him. In order to give us a proper greeting, he managed to work up bile and shook it like a 
sprinkler all over us. This goes with the territory and is expected when working with vultures. 
     The little fellow was very hungry and he had a terrible fracture of his right wing (lots of bruising and swelling). We gave 
him fluids, pain medication and a place to rest and cool down. The following day, we x-rayed his wing and determined his 
prognosis was poor. The break was very close to the joint and surgery would be very difficult. Just like all of our other 
patients within these types of scenarios, we went ahead and took the chance. 
     He is doing very well in recovery and is eating like a champ. What we don’t know for sure is if he will recover enough to 
return to his family and soar the skies in search of places that need his services as nature’s cleanup crew. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

This afternoon, we received our first feathered orphan of the season, a one-week old 

Great-horned owl chick. This little fellow was found by a homeowner while pulling weeds 
from her bushes. The owl was cold and weak, but had just enough life left in him to make a 
very faint call for his mother. We suspect this call must have gotten weaker within 2-3 days 
after falling from a very high tree and landing in the bush. He survived predation and the 
elements, but would not have outlasted Mother Nature. Lucky for him, someone heard his 
soft cries. 
     One of our dedicated volunteers came to his rescue. She warmed him immediately, 
hydrated him and placed him in our ICU. Within 4 hours, he 
was alert and his once-faint call was strong again. He will 
receive feedings throughout the night and is expected to 

make a complete recovery. Sometime after summer, he will get his chance to follow 
nature’s intended path by meeting the skies for the very first time as king of his nocturnal 
world. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

This young orphaned American kestrel was found by a hiker, walking in circles, 

disoriented, and crying. He has a puncture on the back of his head that appears that he 
was picked up by a hawk or possibly a raven and dropped. It was this little fellow’s lucky 
day! He is exhausted and hypothermic, but we expect he will make a complete recovery. 



15. SPRING 2013   
 

New Tools Help Young Birders  
Get Connected 

Teen birders now have a place to go online to connect 

with peers and drill down into a wealth of birding resources. The Young Birders Network, launched by the Cornell Lab and 
Ohio’s Black Swamp Bird Observatory, serves as a hub for the many young birding clubs sprouting up across the country. 
The new site aggregates everything a teen needs to plug into the local birding scene and delve deeper into the world of 
birding, including clubs, blogs, and Facebook groups; articles and links about turning birding into a college major and 
career; and a custom eBird portal for their birding checklists. Please pass it along to any young birders you know. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Last of Their Kind…Spoon-billed Sandpipers 
Courtesy of Cornell Labs - Photos by Gerrit Vyn 

 

Intimate Glimpses 
 One of the Most Endangered Birds on Earth 

 

On a tussock in arctic Russia a tiny 

russet bird opens its curious, flat-
tipped bill…out issues a sharp 
trilling, full of lung-power and 
tenacity. The bird's singing pays off, 
attracting a mate for the cold 

Siberian summer. A few weeks later, two impossibly fluffy chicks emerge from the 
nest to take their first steps on wobbly black legs. They are the next generation of 
critically endangered Spoon-billed sandpipers—as few as 100 breeding pairs 
remain. Our cameras were there (in a concealed blind) to capture the nesting cycle 
in high definition video for the first time ever—images we're using to raise 
awareness about the plight of shorebirds migrating along the East 
Asian-Australasian Flyway. Go to: www.birds.cornell.edu to watch 
the video and read the entire fascinating story. 

 

http://cornell.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=99b222fa11&e=12cd1c324c
http://cornell.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=8fa4ac93e7&e=12cd1c324c
http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=b8ef5b7047&e=12cd1c324c
http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=1533f07beb&e=12cd1c324c
http://cornell.us2.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=750fdeedaf&e=12cd1c324c
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/
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EMERGENCY Wildlife Contacts: 
 

Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge 
4 Sawmill Road, Medford, NJ 

(856) 983-3329 ext. 106 
http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html 

 
Tri-State Bird Rescue 

110 Possum Hollow Road, Newark, DE  
(302) 737-9543 – 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 
Toms River Avian Care - (732) 255-9270 
1916 Kenilworth Court, Toms River, NJ 

 
Wildlife Aide, Atlantic County area: (609) 927-0538 

Beatrice Stowe, Cumberland County area: 
(856) 765-3467 

Freedom Center, Burlington County area: 
(856) 366-4114 

 
To report a marine stranding (NO Birds): 

Marine Mammal Stranding Center - (609) 266-0538 
3625 Brigantine Blvd., Brigantine, NJ 

 
Dead Birds (crows & jays): 
Division of Public Health 

(609) 645-5971 
 

Additional info: 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm 

 
NATURALIST: Mike O’Brien - (215) 726-0297 

(AAS member welcomes questions and calls to talk 
about birds and wildlife.) 

 

OFFICERS: 
 

President: Becky Hedden   384-4599 
Secretary: Lee Ellenberg   927-5720 

Treasurer: Janice Weisgerber   748-0842 
 

DIRECTORS:  
John Black 456-6743 
Donna Henry 226-0804 
Charlie Herlands & Roz Herlands 965-3611 
Mary Lenahan 335-7938 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:  
Adopt-a-Road: Drosera Avenue  
   Kathy & John Peterson     965-5748 

Adopt-a-Road: Great Creek Road 
   Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
Audubon Adventures: Jackie Sarner 748-4397 
Bird-a-thon (World Series of Birding): 
   Kris Arcuri 641-6578 
   Kevin Lippert 652-2367 
Conservation & Grants: Gaylord Inman  645-1470 

Education: Kris Arcuri  641-6578 

Field Trips: Call 384-4599 
Finance: Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Hospitality: Gerrie Satz 485-0754 
Membership: Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
                      Donna Sleight 377-5796 

Newsletter Editor: Donna Sleight  377-5796 

Programs: Becky Hedden                      384-4599 

Publicity: Edna Schaffler 978-0316 
Refuge News: Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Scholarships: Roz Herlands 965-3611 
Web Master: Maurice Tremblay  948-5273 
website: www.atlanticaudubon.org 

 

DATE:______________         ATLANTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 Membership is free throughout 2013, but we hope you will support our annual Bird-a-thon in May. 
You will be sent a donation reminder in the spring. 

 

As a member, The Atlantic Currents color newsletter is available to you by email. 

You will receive your newsletter and AAS announcements from: AASocietyNews@verizon.net 
  

************************************************************************************************** 

Mail form to: Atlantic Audubon Society - PO Box 63 - ATT: Membership Committee - Absecon, NJ 08201 
 

***Please Print Information and don’t forget to fill in the date at the top*** 
 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________ 
 
Phone: ___________________ * Email: ______________________________(Required to receive newsletter) 

                                                                             
Are you interested in helping with a committee or a board position?   YES (     ) NO (     ) 

 
What are some of your interests? __________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

                

 

 

http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net

