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SPRING IS IN THE AIR! 
 

American Robin 
By AAS member, Ed Goldman - Absecon, NJ 

 

American robins often find worms by 
staring, motionless, at the ground with the 
head cocked to one side. Because the robin 
forages largely on lawns, it is vulnerable to 
pesticide poisoning and can be an indicator 
of chemical pollution. 
--------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Check out the osprey cam at the 
 Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge: www.friendsofforsythe.org  

 

Follow the action at Cornell Labs: 

 

Hawk Cam: www.allaboutbirds.org/cornellhawks 
Heron Cam: www.allaboutbirds.org/cornellherons 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Ruddy Duck 
By Dr. George Anast - Arizona 

 

This very unusual looking duck is a diver 

and ranges from South America to the 
Western U.S. The stiff tail, blue beak and 
white lower face are very distinctive. The 
female is drab brown/black/grey. This male 
is in breeding plumage, but once molted is 
conservatively feathered until the next molt 
prior to breeding.     
                   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

FUNKY NEST: Be careful when selecting a 

flower pot at your local garden center.  
Some little bird was quite creative. 

 

Cornell Lab’s Funky Nests contest begins 
May 1 and lasts until June 15 (deadline). 
Entries may be photos, videos, artwork, 
poems, or stories. You don’t have to be a bird 
expert or an expert photographer. People of 
all ages are welcome to participate as 

individuals or with a class, community center, or afterschool program. Prizes 
include binoculars, bird feeders, cameras, an iPad, and more. 
For more information and to enter contest: www.FunkyNests.org 

General Meetings:  Galloway Library 
 306 E Jimmie Leeds Road  

Galloway Township, NJ  
 7:00 pm on 4th Wed. of month 
 NO meetings in Nov. or Dec. 

Light refreshments served  
BYO coffee/soda/water 

 
Events: Announcements, meetings, 
speakers, and field trip info sent via 

AASocietyNews@verizon.net 
 

Website:   
www.atlanticaudubon.org  

 
Newsletter: Deadlines:  

August Issue 
 Articles & photos by July 1

st
  

All changes by July 25th 
TO: donnaSL8@verizon.net 
------------------------------------ 
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Atlantic Audubon Society 
A History 

By AAS member, Ed Bristow 
 

In 1973, a small group of Stockton College 

students, the Stockton Bird Club, learned about a 
nesting colony of Great Blue herons. Impressed, 
they decided to work to protect the area as open 
space. After learning who the owner was, they 
approached her and discussed their concerns. The 
owner told them that the area would be protected, but had 
no interest in selling it or turning it over to any 
organization. Undaunted, the students began looking for 
other ways. They first approached the NJ Audubon 
Society which was a much smaller organization than 
exists today, with most interest in the northern part of the 
state. Unsatisfied, the students next approached the 
National Audubon Society. Their suggested solution was 

to form a local chapter of National Audubon. A good idea, 
but who ever heard of students having lots of 
money… 
     The students reached out to individuals whom they 
knew were birders and asked if they would help to 
organize a local chapter. On the list were names 
familiar to some of you – James Akers, John 
Danzenbaker, John Williamson, Ed Bristow and 
others. Some students you may know included: Mike 
O’Brien, Bill Schipper, Kevin Inman, and John and 
Kathy Peterson. After some meetings and discussion, 

and meetings with a representative of National Audubon, 
the necessary paperwork was completed, and on 
September 25, 1974 the official charter was presented by 
National Audubon to the first president, Dr. Ed Bristow.    
     Also elected as officers that night were Kevin Inman, 
Vice-president; Kathy Stahl, Secretary; and Bill Stahl, 
Treasurer. Directors were James Akers, Fred Hamer, 
Frank Knight, Mark Pokras and Leon Rosenson. 

And, that is how it all got started… 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------------- 

 

AAS Members in the News - Reported in the Press of Atlantic City 
 

March 2, 2013: Susan Puder of Barnegat Township, NJ 

     Susan founded the Southern Ocean Birding Group in 2008, and besides being a published author, 
she is an avid photographer. She has published a book New Jersey Birds and Beyond a coffee-
table sized book stuffed with 434 full-color pictures - through Schiffer Publishing, Ltd. 
 

March 2, 2013: Linda Gangi of Manahawkin section of Stafford Township, NJ 

     Linda is the VP of the Southern Ocean Birding Group and had many kudos to say about Susan’s 
book. She used to work for NJ Audubon and produced birding and wildlife guides for the Skylands and Meadowlands areas of the state. 
 

 March 18, 2013: Mary Harper of Margate, NJ 

     Mary’s involvement with nature and her path to becoming a leading volunteer at Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge were featured in 
Kevin Post’s column “Nature’s Way”. 
 

March 18, 2013: Jamie Infanti of Galloway, NJ    

     Jamie is a 16-yr-old sophomore at Absegami High School and part of a group of 14 teens helping at a school and orphanage in 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. They are establishing a recycling program and a sustainable garden. 
 

March 19, 2013: Dr. Edgar Bristow of Absecon, NJ 

     Ed is a past president and contributing member of AAS. In a letter to “Voice of the People”, he spoke of AAS’s concern for the 
environment and its role in instituting state-wide road cleanups in New Jersey.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Membership Committee Report by AAS member, Gaylord Inman 
You may see some new faces at our regular meetings.  

Membership has grown over 75% since the beginning of the year!!! 
 

Highlights: 
 

One member posts bird and other wildlife photos on Facebook on a frequent 
basis – seen by some new members. 
 

At least two new members are already assisting AAS committees. 
 

One or more members have assisted in developing an Ocean County Audubon group. About 5 of the Ocean County 
group were at our last meeting. 
 

We have new members from other conservation organizations and some who have started new environmental 
organizations. 
 

Two display booths were manned in April - One at Stockton and one at the FAA. 
 

Two new members are helping with graphic design and AAS flyers. 
 

Several new members are contributing photographs, as well as articles for the newsletter. 

Sign up – it’s FREE! 
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Conservation Committee news – by AAS member, Gaylord Inman 
Thank you Board of Directors for your help! 

 

The damage created by Sandy and other storms has impacted fish and wildlife, 
as well.  
     The Conservation Committee discovered a damaged Purple martin location 
at the Glenn property in Galloway and has completed work that will remedy the 
situation. 
     With permission of Township officials and assistance from the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and Allen Jackson, one of our newest members, we completed 
installation of a setup for the martins that will allow 12 nests for the species. 

     The existing nesting boxes that are in poor shape remain at the site and may be repaired and/or removed once the 
martins become used to the new setup. 
     Four bluebird nest box setups were also placed on the Glenn site. 
     Expenses were budgeted by the Conservation Committee and approved by the AAS Board of Directors.  

 
Other Conservation News: 

Honeybee mortality in Southern N.J. 
 

There have been many reports of severe mortality of late fall and over-wintering colonies of bees in South Jersey. There 
are a number of possible causes that could contribute to colony mortality or Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). But not all 
colony mortality can be attributed to CCD. 

 Varroa destructor (see Wikipedia free encyclopedia) is an external parasitic mite that attacks the adult honey bee 
and broods in the larva and pupa stages. The disease (virus) caused by the mites is called varroatosis. Hives 
must be treated before August for maximum prevention. Mites can only reproduce in a honey bee colony. A 
significant mite infestation will (can) lead to the death of a honey bee colony if not controlled. 

 A small hive beetle (Aethina tumida) was first discovered in the U.S. in 1996 and could be a contributing factor in 
CCD if not controlled. 

 European and American Foul Broods (disease of larva and pupa stages) can add to bee mortality, but is normally 
not an over-wintering problem. Colonies that break down with Foul Brood must be destroyed and bee equipment 
disposed of to destroy spores. 

 Honey bees winter in a cluster within the hive. Even if there are sufficient stores of honey available, the cluster 
must be large enough for the bees to generate heat so they can move to the honey. If mites have weakened the 
hive by reducing young bees going into the cluster, the colony will perish from starvation. 

 Nosema apis is a small, unicellular parasite recently classified as a fungus that affects honey bees. It causes 
nosemosis, also called nosema, a common and widespread bee disease. Nosema can be controlled by good 
beekeeping including good ventilation of the hive. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge 
By AAS member, Dr. Ed Bristow 

Photo by AAS member, Nick Kontonicolas – courtesy of the Refuge 
Visitor entrance is off Route 9 at Great Creek Rd, Galloway Township, Atlantic County, NJ 

 

News Flash! The Refuge 

Wildlife Drive is now open on 
weekends, along with all the trails! This 
first chance to see what happened 
when "Sandy" rolled over drew large 
numbers of visitors suffering from lack 
of nature's stimulus. Work still remains 
to be finished, but the drive will be open 
daily beginning April 20. 
     Be careful driving, as changes make 
some areas a little risky. 
     The new exhibits are up and running for the edification 
and enjoyment of visitors. Among them is an osprey cam 
focused on a nearby nest where the pair are actively 
engaged in re-arranging the nest and getting ready to 
produce a new family. It is also viewable on line. Follow 
the pair as they go through their spring and summer work 
of raising a new generation of ospreys. 

     Migration has been slow in picking 
up, probably related to the effects of 
"Sandy" and changing weather 
patterns. Ducks are moving with 
Black ducks and shovelers still 
around. Egrets, herons and ibis have 
been seen, as well as dunlin, 
yellowlegs and oystercatchers. Song 
birds are now appearing including 
Pine warblers, Phoebes and Tree 
swallows. Goldfinch feed regularly on 

the new feeders outside the big window of the Visitor 
Center. Purple martins are expected with the warming 
weather. 
     Another addition will be making an appearance as the 
Friends are obtaining a new vehicle to replace the old 
Jitney which gave up and died. Watch your papers and 
news channels in the coming weeks for further information 
on the planned tours for this new edition. 
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Common Sense Bluebird Management 
By AAS member, Allen Jackson 

Photos by AAS member, L. James Meyers 
 

Allen is a wildlife biologist retired from the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service.  

 

He is the vice-president of the New Jersey Bluebird Society, 
a member of North American Bluebird Society and the 

Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin.  
 

He is a long-time member and activist in the Purple Martin 
Conservation Association, receiving their 2002 Landlord of 

the Year Award for his work with Purple Martins. 
 

Most people know me for 

my work with Purple 
martins, through a highly 
successful management 
program that martins 
thrive on in New Jersey. 
That management 
program is nothing more 
than following the PMCA’s 
recommendations at the 

highest level. Basically, it involves placing the right house 
(usually SuperGourds with starling-resistant entrance holes) in 
the proper location, protection from predators and nest 
competitors, and weekly nest checks to document the results. A 
core group of dedicated mentors advocate proper management 
to landlords in their respective areas. We used banding their 
birds as an incentive to manage properly. Landlords throughout 
NJ bought into the program and the martin population 
mushroomed, allowing us to routinely band 8,000 martins 
annually.  
     Martin colonies are located in areas that offer good habitat for 
bluebirds. I noticed that most bluebird houses were not sited 
properly, offered little protection from predators, were not 
maintained or managed and few houses met the design 
standards established by the North American Bluebird Society 
(www.nabluebirdsociety.org). Bluebird management has to be a 
mindset; it’s no different than gardening. One doesn’t plant a 
seed in the ground and return in the fall expecting a bountiful 
harvest. Good soil, sun, fertilizer, water and weeding are all 
important. The better gardener you are, the better the harvest. 
Proper management of bluebirds may be the key to having them 
around for future generations to enjoy.  
     Ask yourself, are you really benefiting bluebirds? If you truly 
want to help them, concentrate on establishing bluebird trails. 
One person knowledgeable in proper management can make a 
significant difference. That is not to say that backyard blue-
birders are not important; their success only adds to the formula. 
I like to refer to establishing trails as getting the biggest bang for 
the buck. Simply put, it is easier to train one person to monitor a 
50-box bluebird trail than it is to train fifty people to monitor 
boxes in 50 back yards. 
     A bluebird trail can be any size, from a few boxes to 
however many a person wants to manage. I 
personally manage a trail of 50 boxes that I 
monitor on a weekly basis from April thru 
August. Start out with fewer boxes and add 
more as your bluebird population increases. 
While I generally plan on one pair of bluebirds 
per 3 acres as the carrying capacity, I try to start 
out with fewer boxes. Placing an abundance of 
boxes only attracts nest competitors that will out-
compete or adversely affect your bluebirds. You 
are also habituating those species to nesting in your 
bluebird boxes. 
 

Choosing a Setup: The setup I prefer is an NABS-style box with 

specific hardware that allows me to relocate my boxes easily, 
and with little effort. It is costly, about $45 per setup, but I can 
unscrew the box, remove the predator guard, pull the post and 
relocate as necessary. It is durable and extremely user-friendly. 
More importantly, the predator guard wobbles, preventing 
raccoons or snakes from climbing it. Waxing the predator guard 
periodically keeps it slippery. I’ve never had a predator climb this 
setup.  
 

Site Selection: Location, location, location is the key to box 

placement. I look for open habitat with an overhanging branch 
nearby for the male to perch, hunt and defend his territory from. 
Bluebirds especially like agricultural areas where it’s easier to 
find food. The box is faced to the east to catch the warmth of the 
morning sun and I look for structure within 100 feet for the 
young’s first flight. Providing shade in the afternoon cools the 
box during the heat of the summer. I do not pair boxes, as 
research by the Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin 
(www.braw.org) found pairing led to an increase in Tree swallow 
numbers associated with a decrease in bluebird numbers. I had 
observed decreases in bluebird numbers at three sites where I 
paired boxes. There are many different opinions on how to 
manage bluebirds and pairing boxes is one of the more 
controversial. Wisconsin fledges over 30,000 bluebirds each 
year—no other bluebird chapter comes close to this. I encourage 
adoption of BRAW’s management recommendations, developed 
thru definitive research. 
 

Monitoring & Dealing with Nest-site Competitors: Conducting 

weekly nest checks is the single most important management 
practice. Observe, document, and let the results dictate how you 
manage. Most management will involve dealing with nest 
competitors. My most frequent problem species are House 
sparrows, House wrens and Tree swallows.  
     House sparrows are not native species and must be 
controlled. I do not place boxes within 400 feet of livestock farms 
and work diligently at controlling them. Occasionally, I replace 
my NABS box with a slotted box less preferable to sparrows.  
     House wrens can be a huge problem. They will dominate a 
box within their territory, many times destroying bluebird eggs 
before taking over the nest. Finding bluebird eggs on the ground 
in front of the box is indicative of House wrens. House wrens are 
a native species, protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act; 
the best way to deal with them is to move the box farther into the 
open away from their preferred habitat, which is 
forested/shrubbery areas. 
     Without a doubt, Tree swallows are my biggest headache. 
New Jersey has abundant wetland habitat and a high number of 
Tree swallows. I have documentation of four Tree swallows 
ganging up on a male bluebird, taking him to the ground, 
attacking and driving him off before driving the female away, 
destroying the bluebird eggs and building their nest on top of the 
bluebird nest. I receive criticism when I refer to Tree swallows as 

pugnacious, but make no mistake about it; they are a problem 
species for bluebirds. I’ve found dead bluebirds in a box 

under a Tree swallow nest and many times have 
witnessed Tree swallows driving bluebirds away from 

a box. Don’t get me wrong, I like Tree swallows. I 
also like fox and chickens, but I do not put the 
two together. Try to select optimal bluebird 
habitat; do not pair boxes and experiment with 
ways to deter Tree swallows from using bluebird 

boxes. I am evaluating placing 2 x 3 inch wire 
around the box and placing boxes near trees in 

open areas, hoping to find that Tree swallows 
dislike not being able to fly directly to the entrance-

hole or that they may avoid boxes placed near trees 
for fear of proximity to aerial predators.  

http://www.nabluebirdsociety.org/
http://www.braw.org/


5. MAY 2013 

A NEWSLETTER SPECIAL 
AAS member, Ed Bristow 

 

For many years as editor of the AAS newsletter, I struggled, as Donna has, to fill the pages with interesting items for the 

enjoyment and edification of members. Many people have talents but seem to be reluctant to use them. Here are a few 
ideas that might inspire some members to contribute. 
 

1. Have you read and enjoyed a good nature oriented book recently? How about writing a short review about content and 
why it impressed you?  
2. Have you observed something in nature that cheered you up on a dreary day? Describe it! 
3. Do you like poetry? Have you written some things that you have been hiding because you were afraid of what others 
might say? Try an entry here. 
 

In case you have doubts, I offer a poem of mine that nobody has seen before, inspired by a trip to Africa and written a few 
years later. Hope you enjoy this small effort of mine - I like it and hope you will be inspired to become a contributing writer 
for our own newsletter. 

AFRICA 
By AAS member, Ed Bristow 

 

I looked into an elephant's eye, 
watched the sneer of a Cheetah perched on high,  

Saw the graceful flight of Thompson's gazelle,  
and hundreds of Wildebeest running like hell.  

Dik-diks, the tiniest of the antelope clan, 
and Gerunuks reaching as high as they can. 
The Ostrich ballet, the long neck of Giraffe,  

the impossible hippos and their day-long bath. 
 

Zebra stripes and Lion's mane, 
and animals grazing across the plain, 

Grassy savanna and Acacia trees, 
all waving in the Equatorial breeze. 

The chatter of monkeys, the bark of Baboons, 
all are a part of the African tune. 

 

An Impala gives birth, a Zebra dies;  
here is truth and none of man's lies. 

The birthplace of man, this far-stretching plain, 
I hope I shall be able to see it again. 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Oldsquaw (Long-tailed Duck) at Barnegat Inlet, NJ 
(Medium-sized sea duck and the only living member of its genus) 

Photos by AAS member, Ed Goldman 
 

The Oldsquaw duck is one of the deepest diving ducks, and can dive as deep as 60 meters (200 feet) to forage. Of all diving ducks, it 

spends the most time under water relative to time on the surface. When it is foraging it is submerged three to four times as much as it is 
on top of the water. Unlike most ducks, which molt twice per year, the Oldsquaw duck has three distinct plumages each year, achieved 
in a complex series of overlapping partial molts. The Definitive Basic Plumage is never worn in its entirety, as portions of Alternate are 
retained through the summer and elements of the Supplemental are acquired before all of Basic Plumage is obtained. Therefore, 
change in plumage seems continuous from April to October. Unlike other waterfowl, it wears its "breeding" or Alternate Plumage only in 
the winter. It gets its "non-breeding" or Basic Plumage in the spring and wears it for the breeding season. Most other ducks wear the 
non-breeding plumage only for a short period in the late summer.  
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Tallahassee State Park, Pompano Beach, Indian River Lagoon Preserve Park,  
New Smyrna Beach, and Mt. Dora at Canaveral Park, FL 

Photos by AAS member, Justine Brady 

 

Note the many scars on the back of the mother. The very docile manatees swim close to the surface and are not fast 

enough to keep away from the propellers of boats passing by. Also note the barnacles on her back, as well as motor boat 
scars. Since manatees cannot survive cold weather, they tend to hover around the embankment where the water is warm.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

This Green Iguana is approximately five feet long and is taking a stroll 
through a parking lot in Pompano Beach. 

 

Iguanas are large lizards that look much like miniature dinosaurs and 

can be green, orange, black, brown, blue, and other colors. There are 
350 species of iguanas living around the world today, but only 3 species 
are living and breeding in Florida: Common Green Iguana – Mexican 
Spiny-tail Iguana – Black Spiny-tail Iguana.  
     The crest is larger on the male and they have a baggy dewlap 
hanging from the neck. They wag this dewlap when mating or defending 

their territory. During abnormally cold weather, the Iguanas will burrow underground and enter a state of partial 
hibernation that zoologists call brumation, sleeping for the duration to conserve energy and body fluids.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 
       

Golden Silk Spider 
Identified by Justine’s nephew, Mike Spelman - Florida Fish and wildlife - Tallahassee, FL 

He said, “Locals call this a banana spider.... but actually it's a Golden Silk spider  
(Nephila clavipes)...not poisonous, but if pinched, its bite is similar to a bee sting.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An herbaceous twining vine (yam family) with 
stems growing to 70 feet, the Air Potato was 

introduced to Florida from Asia in 1905.  
 

It has the ability to displace native species and 
disrupt natural processes of fire and air flow.  

 
 

Zebra Longwing Butterfly - Heliconius Charithonia  

It is the designated Florida state butterfly,  
 long-lived with a life-span of several months compared to 

just weeks for most other butterfly species. 

 

Orchid Growing Wild 
For centuries, collectors and developers in Florida have 

stripped the state of its native orchids.  
Scientists are now working to reintroduce the plants to 

the swamps where they once flourished. 
 

 

Air Potato 
plants 

(invasive)  
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                  ♥♥♥           ♥♥♥ 

 
                   Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA 

              Website: www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 

It is avian breeding/nesting season in Florida. Many birds are in spectacular breeding 
plumage; some local birds are busy nest-building and some already have chicks in the 
nest, and some migratory birds are developing their breeding plumage prior to leaving for 
northern destinations. The next couple of months are WOW-time for birders and bird 
photographers in Florida.  

 

Indigo Bunting in Breeding Plumage Prior to Northern Migration 

The American White Pelican Signals His 
Mating Intentions by Growing a Giant 

Wart On the Top of His Bill as He 
Prepares for His Journey North 

Brown Pelican Bathes that Beautiful 
Breeding Plumage 

American White Ibis  
Takes  

Evasive Action 

Eleven Week Old Bald Eagle Chicks Just 
before their First Flights 

None are More Striking in Breeding 
Plumage than the Roseate Spoonbill 

Osprey Hovers before Diving for a Fish          Two Hungry Great Blue Heron Chicks       Great Blue Heron at Rest in Mangroves 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Costa Rica 
A Land of Exotic Creatures and Many Surprises! 

Visitors are well-advised to heed the advice:  
“Stay on the trail, keep your eyes open, do not lean against trees, and stay out of tall grass.” 

Camouflaged predators lurking in the underbrush and some with flamboyant colors are signaling BEWARE! 
 

Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA. January, 2013. Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Black or Chestnut-mandibled Toucan                       Crested Guan                                      Collared Aracari 

                  Sunbittern                                             Howler Monkey            Sungrebe – Check those feet!
                                                                   

           Red-eyed Tree Frog                  Blue Jeans (Strawberry) Poison Dart Frog       Green & Black Poison Dart Frog 

                   Wolf Spider                                      Eyelash Pit Viper                   Giant Tropical Bullet Ant - has most painful 
                                                                                                                                             and debilitating sting of any known insect                                         
 
 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Tanzania, East Africa 
There are times when wildlife photography is best described as action-packed.  

A recent trip to Ngorogoro Crater and the Serengeti in Tanzania fits that description. 
Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA, March, 2013 - Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  A Tawny Eagle chases a Hooded Vulture                       Lilac-breasted Roller                       
                                                                                                                                                                            

Impala taking flight 

 

Young Warthog runs off with tail held high 

 

Tree-climbing Lion 
exhibits  

climbing skills 

 

A Lion “reflecting”  
on jumping a small stream 

 

A young Cheetah plays tag 
(or is it chicken?) 

with a 
Black-backed Jackal 

 

A huge Elephant confronting another vehicle suddenly feels hemmed in when you round a bend and come upon him, wheels 
around and charges your vehicle. Your guide/driver slams it into reverse and backs up as fast as he can until at the last 

moment the Elephant decides he has an escape route. 

 

Golden-crowned Cranes 
go a-courting 

and take flight in pairs 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Raptor Flight Program - Tucson’s Desert Museum 
By Dr. George Anast 

 

Tucson’s Desert 

Museum is a world 
famous natural 
history museum built 
seamlessly into the 
Sonoran Desert a few 
miles west of 
downtown Tucson. 
Occupying over 
twenty-one acres and 
with better than two 
miles of walking 
paths, the museum 

grounds is home to over 1200 desert plants and 300 
desert animals. Founded in 1952 the 
museum has become world famous for its 
success in fostering understanding and love 
for the desert landscape along with its flora 
and fauna. A special program started in the 
mid 90s offers visitors the opportunity to 
observe close up the free flight of several 
raptors including Harris’s hawks, the 
Arizona Grey hawk, the Great Horned owl, 
the Barn owl and the Peregrine falcon. 
Wally Hestermann is Head Keeper for the 
raptor program. He is a graduate of Arizona 
State University where he took his degree 
in psychology. He has pursued his lifelong 
ambition to study animal behavior since 
graduation in 2006. He joined the staff of 
the Desert Museum in August 2012. 
     Wally and his staff of four work with over 
thirty-five volunteers to put on shows twice 
a day at ten in the morning and two in the 
afternoon from October to April. The birds, 
released remotely, seem to appear out of 
nowhere to buzz over the audience and 
land in nearby trees or on the gloved hands 
of the handlers. They are in almost 
continuous motion, and a high-speed fly 
over by the Peregrine falcon is super thrill. 
A docent describes the birds and their habits and 
spectators are able to appreciate the avian performers 
flying literally at head height. As Wally said, “You can duck 
when they come over, but they’ll just come lower the next 
time.” This is an inspiring spectacle well worth the visit. 
     According to Wally, only native raptors 
are the performers in keeping with the desire 
for authenticity. Careful handling and 
imprinting are crucial to providing 
dependable raptors that can be controlled. 
The birds are carefully trained to perform 
without apparatus or tethering.  
     They are completely free and 
unimpeded. In talking with Wally, again 
and again he stressed the need to 
respect the birds and be aware of their 
needs and desires.  
     In Wally’s eyes they are almost human, 
or he is almost avian, as his 
study of avian behavior has 

brought him into a 
truly intimate 
relationship with 
another species. 
      
The birds are fed 
and housed 
according to the 
latest scientific 
recommendations 
and are under 
regular veterinary 
care by two visiting 
veterinarians who are also available on an on-call basis 

for injury or suspicion of illness. During 
the hot summer months they do not 
perform, but have the chance to molt and 
rest. Wally is quite happy with the “cast,” 
but would love to have a Golden eagle 
as part of the flight. Maybe someday he’ll 
be able to make it happen. 
     There are problems, of course. 
Maintaining consistency in the shows is 
hard to do. The volunteers are very 
helpful, and indeed vital, but they change 
from time to time and new help takes 
time to train. Too, the birds change. 
While long lived in captivity, they do pass 
on and must be replaced. Everyone is so 
involved that the loss of a performer 
casts a pall over the whole organization. 
     According to Wally, there are plans 
under consideration to have a more “one 
on one” show where individuals or, 
perhaps small groups could work directly 
with the trainers to “fly the birds” and 
interact with the birds in a more direct 
manner. This seems like an excellent 
idea, but there are rather stringent 
regulations by the State fish and game 
agency requiring the services of master 

falconers, if native species are to be employed. As with 
many things nowadays government plays a very active 
role as an advocate for the environment. Wally relates that 
they do have very good relations with the involved 
agencies of the Arizona Fish and Game department and 

the United States Department of 
Agriculture. 
     The dedication of Wally and the other 
staff is palpable. It’s a great place to visit. 
The displays of local animals are skillfully 
constructed to mimic the surroundings. 
Also on display is an excellent collection 
of minerals common to the area as well as 
a professional grade wildlife art museum. 
The museum also provides a beautiful gift 
shop and excellent restaurant facilities, so 
that one can spend the whole day 
enjoying the almost endless attractions.  

But, the raptors are the best!! 
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Taking Off and Landing - By Dr. George Anast - Arizona 

 

The Barn owl is widely distributed over the whole world and appears on all continents except for the 

arctic regions and the desert. The owl has very long wings compared to a rather small body. A fierce 
hunter equipped with exceptional hearing, the Barn owl can strike unerringly in complete darkness. 
These owls live long in captivity, but in the wild have short life spans of between two and four years. 
Accordingly, they have large broods, often up to six, and may nest twice a season. A pair raising 
young will devour easily a thousand mice or similar small mammals in a season. As in the case of 
the Great Horned owl, these birds fly silently. Out of doors they hunt flying fairly close to the ground, 
or may perch on a post or limb. They do not "hoot" rather, they give a scream that is ear splitting at 

close distances. They have a preference for nesting in barns and silos and because of their action in rodent control are 
welcomed by farmers.                         ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
The Arizona Grey hawk is native to Arizona and the northern Sonoran Desert. With short broad 

wings and an exceptionally agile tail, the bird is well equipped to hunt in the dense Sonoran scrub. 
Small mammals and lizards are favorite fare. Their great maneuverability allows them to literally 
take lizards off the trunks of trees in flight. The bird is fairly common in Arizona and has a 
preference for riparian areas. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Harris's hawk: This unique and handsome bird lives and hunts in family groups. There is usually 

one alpha female and perhaps two breeding males with whom she will mate. A helper bird, usually 
female, will help rear the young. A unique characteristic of this bird is the tendency to hunt in 
"packs". Several birds will cover an area at the same time, and when a kill is made, all will join in 
eating the prey. The birds are fairly common in Arizona and make very good hunters when trained 
by falconers. The birds are fairly common in Arizona and are not threatened. As their diet is largely 
rodents, they are welcomed in the area and much admired for their hunting ability and beauty. 
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Forsythe National Wildlife Refuge – Brigantine, NJ 
Photos by AAS member, Charlie Herlands 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

          Eastern Phoebe        Golden-crowned Kinglet on Road to Gull Pond Tower      Northern Flicker (female) 

Dickcissel (male) North Dike 

across from Danzenbaker Pool 

Clapper Rail 
Leeds Eco-trail 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Black Skimmer 
Salt Marsh 
South Dike 

White-faced Ibis 
Southwest Pool 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Osprey (female) 
With 

Three Chicks 
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The leading theory is called the chorus line hypothesis 
Reprinted with permission from EarthSky.org - EarthSky  

 

We’ve all seen flocks of birds wheeling and swooping in unison. How do they do this? Zoologists say they aren’t simply 
following a leader, or their neighbors. If they were, the reaction time of each bird would need to be very fast – faster than 
birds actually do react (according to scientists). 
     The classic research on how flocking birds move in unison comes from zoologist Wayne Potts who published in the 
journal Nature in 1984. His work showed that birds in flocks anticipate sudden changes in the flock’s direction of motion. 
     And, he said, once a change in direction begins in the flock, it then “spreads through the flock in a wave.” The 
propagation of this maneuver wave, as he called it, begins relatively slowly, but can reach speeds three times faster than 
would be possible if birds were simply reacting to their immediate neighbors. Potts called this ability among flocking birds 
the chorus line hypothesis. He said that birds are like dancers who see an approaching leg kick when it’s still down the 
line and anticipate what to do. 
     Potts used high-speed film…and a frame-by-frame analysis of flocks of Red-backed sandpipers to conduct his study. 
He found that the flock typically responded only to birds that banked into the flock, rather than away from it. That makes 
sense, since flocking among birds serves the purpose of protecting birds from predators.  

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Mistaken Fly-Dentity 
Submitted by AAS member, Kathleen Rosenau  

New Hampshire 
 

Recently, several three-foot tall birds caused a mystery when 

they were seen wandering in Lee, New Hampshire. After local 
police posted an inquiry on Facebook, they received a call 

explaining that what they had thought were 
                                            Emus, turned out to be Sandhill cranes!  According to the USDA 

Wildlife Service, neither type of bird is native to New Hampshire. 
  (In these photos, a novice might see a similarity from a distance) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

See what’s happening in AAS members’ backyards – don’t forget to send in your photos! 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Emus Sandhill Cranes 

        Yellow-bellied Sapsucker                            Bluebird (checking out the box)             Fox (just hanging out) in Brigantine Dunes                               
Charlie Herlands, Egg Harbor City, NJ                     Tedd Sleight – Dallas, GA                    Maurice Tremblay, Brigantine, NJ                          

 

Bluebirds Building a Nest - Justine Brady, West Chester, PA 
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Wildlife Rescues at ValleyWildlifeCare.org, CA 
 

From ValleyWildlifeCare: A mistake that well-meaning people make on a regular basis is to try to be a hero…but end up 
being the cause of the animal’s death. Please remind all of your friends that if they find wildlife in trouble to contact a 

licensed wildlife rehabilitator right away, even if they believe they are capable of helping the animal in need.  
Permits are required to care for injured native and migratory birds, and there is a good reason for this law. 

{ED: For a list of local rehabilitators in NJ, see Page 16.} 
 

These three baby killdeer were rescued after their parents were 

chased away. Baby killdeer always come out running. They hatch 
with their eyes open, and as soon as their downy feathers dry, 
they start scurrying about, following their parents and searching 
the ground for something to eat. Newly-hatched killdeer cannot 
fly, and they need their parents for protection and guidance. 
Killdeer are tough for rehabbers, although they are lively right 

away; just-hatched killdeer are like new fawns, a bit tottery and clumsy on their overly-long legs. The most challenging is 
getting them to self-feed, as they are precocious and they need to be monitored very closely to make sure they are 
feeding themselves enough to keep weight on. They are thriving on small pans of shallow water filled with bloodworms.  
 

This nest of four hatchling Coopers hawks were illegally removed 

by a tree- trimmer and left at our facility in their nest. We are 
thankful that these babies did not end up in the chopper and that 
someone cared enough to seek help for them. We are 
disappointed that these birds became orphans like hundreds of 
others, due to human ignorance. Please do not trim trees in the 
spring and summer. It’s better for the trees and the birds! 
 

 

This Barn owl baby has a severe case of metabolic bone disease, due to 

a week of improper diet at the hands of its rescuer. He was fed chicken 
for 8 days. Just 4 days of an improper diet on these raptors is enough to 
onset the disease. Growing raptors require high amounts of calcium, 
which they receive from the bone particles of their prey. They need the 
calcium to develop their own bones. Deprived of this, he is weak and his 
bones are growing improperly. He is on a corrective diet, but there is a 
chance that permanent damage has been done. When his growth slows 
down, we will splint his legs and force them to align into place -- required to correct what has been done. 
This is another reason to call a licensed rehabber when you find orphaned or injured wildlife. The animal’s life is 

in your hands and your decision will end up making the difference between life and death. 
 

 

This is one of twelve Red-tailed hawks that we have taken in this month. Just like all the others, 

this big girl that came to us is starving. Her body is so depleted of vital nutrients that her feathers 
are breaking off. She has something in common with all the others that arrived this month. She 
is considered a “passage bird”. She was born in the spring and is passing through the winter. 
Not yet old enough to receive her “red tail” that the breeding adults are seen with. The odds tell 
us that 90% of these Red-tailed hawks will perish before they reach one year of age. The few 
that are lucky enough to arrive here are offered a second chance at life. 
 

 

This little burrowing owl ran into a car dealership (on foot) screaming 
bloody murder! He was being chased by ten ravens that had picked 
him up and then dropped him. Aside from severe head trauma and 
shock, his little wing was so badly broken that two of the vital bones 
had actually detached and compromised the joint. Upon X-ray, our 
surgeon told us that this would be a very long and difficult surgery. 
He said that even if he survived the surgery, there was still the 
chance that he would never fly again. As with past patients, we opted 
to give him a chance, even though odds were against him. He 
underwent a three hour surgery where two small steel pins were inserted into the broken bones and stabilized across the 
joint. A small bone graft was performed to replace the missing pieces. He will need physical therapy while the pins are in 
place and for 2-3 weeks after they are removed. The doctor was more than pleased with the outcome and said, “He will 
most likely resume flight and be ready for migration in the spring”. He is doing very well and we expect the little survivor 
who had such a will to live to make a complete recovery. 
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                 THE ABSURDITY OF FISHERIES MANAGEMENT  
                     Excerpted from Five Part Series from the Recreational Fishing Alliance (RFA) 

By Jim Hutchinson 
 

The author's daughter Sami with her first ever summer flounder caught in the bay behind Ocean City in 2008, a season which might not have 
happened were it not for limited rebuilding flexibility built into the federal fisheries law. 

 

On January 12, 2007, President Bush signed off 

on the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Reauthorization Act (MSA) of 
2006.  In the six years since this law governing 
management of our commercial and recreational 
sectors was reenacted, the Recreational Fishing 
Alliance (RFA) has pointed out the complete 
absurdity of fisheries management stemming from 
both the rigid and inflexible requirements spelled 
out in this law, as well as the gross neglect by our 
federal government to meet their own deadlines 
and requirements. 
 

According to a 2006 National Academy of 
Sciences’ National Research Council (NRC) 
report, a panel of experts found specifically that 
the Marine Recreational Fishing Statistical Survey 
(MRFSS) used by NMFS since the early 1980’s to 
generate catch statistics from the recreational sector has 
“serious flaws in design or implementation and use inadequate 
analysis methods that need to be addressed immediately.”  
When the report was issued, Cornell professor and then NRC 
committee chair Pat Sullivan referred to the recreational data 
collection methodology as “fatally flawed.” 
 

As a result, Congress included language in MSA that specifically 
called on NOAA Fisheries to implement a few of the NRC 
recommendations for data collection, including use of surveys 
that target anglers registered or licensed at the State or Federal 
level to collect participation and effort data and analysis of vessel 
trip report data from charter fishing vessels.  The President’s 
signature required the Secretary of Commerce to “complete the 
program under this paragraph and implement the improved 
Marine Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey not later than 
January 1, 2009.”   
 

However, as recreational fishermen have learned through recent 
Congressional hearings, none of these changes have been 
integrated into the federal data collection.  Instead of contacting 
registered anglers, NOAA Fisheries is still compiling recreational 
data collection by calling phone numbers at random from coastal 
phone books.  The problem is that the MSA reauthorization also 
changed the requirements for adjusting seasonal fishing quotas 
by requiring rigid new annual catch limits (ACL’s) and 
accountability measures to be in place by 2010, the year after 
MRFSS’ methodologies were to be replaced. 
   

Quotas are good and necessary - but an ACL is not just a quota, 
it’s a rigid numerical limit based on pounds of fish.  If the ACL is 
exceeded or projected to be exceeded in any way by 
recreational fishermen, the “accountability measure” will kick in.  
If the recreational data collection shows anglers overharvested 
more seasonal quota than allowed, we’ll have to stop fishing and 
pay that overage back (meaning a reduced season in the 
following year).  But if the data is random and notably flawed, 
how can fisheries managers meet exact weights and measures?  
The fact is they can’t!   
 

While commercial fishermen in theory have nearly exact 
accounting of every pound of fish that’s caught and then sold at 
the dock, recreational anglers are monitored using random 
phone calls and a dockside sampling.  Established in the 1970’s 
as a tool to monitor angler trends, MRFSS is used today to 
gather ‘effort and participation’ data by calling phone listings in 

coastal phone books coupled with ‘catch per 
angler’ statistics gathered at a handful of 
random sites.  As NRC said, the program has 
“serious flaws in design or implementation and 
use inadequate analysis methods that need to 
be addressed immediately.”  
 

During the MSA debate, lawmakers from New 
Jersey and New York successfully fought to 
include a provision for extension of the arbitrary 
rebuilding timeframe for summer flounder by 3 
more years.  By order of a strict and inflexible 
10-year deadline for rebuilding, the Atlantic 
coastal summer flounder stock was originally 
given a target to be met by 2010; the additional 
36 months becoming a Godsend to Northeast 
and Mid-Atlantic anglers. 
   

“Instead of letting our summer flounder fishery collapse and have 
coastal fishermen suffer through a moratorium on fluke fishing, 
several key legislators in the Northeast were able keep our 
rebuilding periods going for a few years,” Donofrio said in August 
of 2010.  “Without this deadline extension, we would’ve had no 
fishery whatsoever at this point in the process.”  
  

Many environmental groups have heavily criticized RFA for 
fighting for this flexibility, but the fact remains that by 
incorporating limited flexibility to keep anglers angling while the 
summer flounder stock continued to rebuild, the ultimate goal of 
a rebuilt stock was still realized. Regrettably, this ‘flexibility’ was 
not an option for regional council members to decide, nor was it 
a possibility for NOAA Fisheries to decide on their own.  That’s 
why RFA continues to push for congressional intervention on 
behalf of coastal anglers! 
 

For more than a decade, the recreational industry has asked for 
fishery management plans to be changed to recognize the 
number of fish caught by anglers as opposed to just pounds of 
fish, which RFA says leads to inflated numbers based on 
statistical modeling.  “Every time we increase the size limit to 
curb overall harvest when setting a fishing season, we are 
actually increasing the size of the harvested fish and the release 
mortality, and in turn the weight of the fish caught in pounds,” 
said RFA’s Jim Hutchinson. “It’s the quintessential Catch 22 and 
it’s destroying the recreational fishing community’s ability to 
properly manage fisheries.”  
 

To monitor these rigid ACL’s in the recreational sector, allotted 
poundage is converted to numbers of fish, which allows state 
fisheries managers to devise a season, size and bag limit to 
place a limit on the amount of fish caught during a year.  That 
harvest of course is measured by random sampling through a 
series of (A) phone calls to coastal households, coupled with (B) 
random dockside intercepts at certain public locations where 
anglers might be found.  As a reminder, America’s top 
independent scientific minds called this process “fatally flawed” 
and Congress passed a law requiring it to be replaced.  As of 
2013, a full four years after the deadline (and counting) it has 
not!  
 

No saltwater angler wants to catch the last fish, nor do wish to 
harvest more than the stock can sustain.  But with absurdities 
being what they are, and the federal government reacting with 
indifference in the face of congressional deadlines, is it any 
wonder why RFA and its members are so outspoken? 
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Lots of male birds shed their bright feathers after the 
nesting season, but not cardinals. Why?  

Photo by Daniel Behm  

Courtesy of Cornell Laboratory 
 

Why So Red, Mr. Cardinal? 
 

Many bright birds seem to disappear in winter, either 
flying south or molting into brown shades and melting into 

the foliage. But the scarlet hues of male Northern 
cardinals seem to burn even more brightly as the snow 

piles up. Why?  
 

Our NestWatch team takes a look at this common 
question and suggests it’s all to do with successful 

breeding.  
Click here to: Read the article. 

 
 

EMERGENCY Wildlife Contacts: 
 

Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge 
4 Sawmill Road, Medford, NJ 

(856) 983-3329 ext. 106 
http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html 

 
Tri-State Bird Rescue 

110 Possum Hollow Road, Newark, DE  
(302) 737-9543 – 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 
Toms River Avian Care - (732) 255-9270 
1916 Kenilworth Court, Toms River, NJ 

 
Wildlife Aide, Atlantic County area: (609) 927-0538 

Beatrice Stowe, Cumberland County area: 
(856) 765-3467 

Freedom Center, Burlington County area: 
(856) 366-4114 

 
To report a marine stranding (NO BIRDS): 

Marine Mammal Stranding Center - (609) 266-0538 
3625 Brigantine Blvd., Brigantine, NJ 

 
Dead Birds (crows & jays): 
Division of Public Health 

(609) 645-5971 
 

Additional info: 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm 

 
 

 

info@AtlanticAudubonSociety.org  
 

OFFICERS: 
 

President: Becky Hedden   384-4599 
Vice President: Donna Henry  226-0804 
Secretary: Lee Ellenberg   927-5720 

Treasurer: Janice Weisgerber   748-0842 
 

DIRECTORS: 

Ed Goldman 645-0441 
Charlie Herlands 965-3611 
Roz Herlands 965-3611 
Diane Kristoff                   pinerpreserve@netzero.com  
Mary Lenahan 335-7938 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS: 
 
Adopt-a-Road: Drosera Avenue  
     Kathy & John Peterson     965-5748 

Adopt-a-Road: Great Creek Road 
     Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
Audubon Adventures:  
     Jackie Sarner 748-4397 
Bird-a-thon (World Series of Birding): 
     Kris Arcuri 641-6578 
     Kevin Lippert 652-2367 
Conservation:  
     Gaylord Inman   645-1470 

Field Trips:  
     Call 384-4599 
Finance:  
     Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Membership:  
     Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
     Donna Sleight 377-5796 
     Robin Riley-Wright 652-3390 

Newsletter Editor:  
     Donna Sleight  377-5796 

Programs:  
     Becky Hedden                      384-4599 

Publicity:  
     Edna Schaffler 978-0316 
Refuge News:  
     Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Scholarships:  
     Roz Herlands 965-3611 
     Ed Bristow 641-4671  
     Lee Ellenberg  927-5720 
Web Master:  
Maurice Tremblay          948-5273  
  

 
Membership is Free 

ON-LINE MEMBERSHIP FORMS LOCATED: 
 

Website: www.atlanticaudubon.org 
Or find us on Facebook  

Click on our logo bird.  >>> 
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