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Join the New Jersey Bluebird Society 
Submitted by AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

Bluebird Photo by AAS member, L. James Meyers 
 

This Society is just getting started, but 

some members have already made 
tremendous efforts to increase the 
population of beautiful bluebirds in NJ. 
     Members making contributions and 
providing reports include: 
     Nels Anderson Pinelands Bluebird 
Trail 2011: Of 63 nest starts 46 fledged 
young. 
     Nels Anderson Franklin Parker 
Preserve: 60 nest boxes 94 fledged young, a new record. 
     Allen Jackson established a trail in 2012. Monitored by Fred & 
Annette Scherer 25 new boxes were placed along the trail. Early 
results include 8 of the 25 boxes in production and over 37 bluebirds 
fledged so far. This is remarkable effort. Allen banded 613 bluebirds in 
5 counties at 38 sites in 2011. 
     John Layton monitors several trails and has constructed hundreds 
of nest boxes. In 2011 86 boxes were monitored with 150 bluebirds 
banded and fledged. 126 Tree swallows fledged (97 at Forsythe 
N.W.R.) 43 house wrens fledged and 13 titmice fledged. 
     Shelly Cucugliello has a small trail in Pittsgrove with records going 
back to 1995. So far her efforts have resulted in 269 bluebirds fledged. 
     Members of Atlantic Audubon should know that our Board of 
Directors authorized contributions to two of these individuals in 2012 
and the money was used mostly for box construction.  
     Members can take a small amount of credit for the successful 
fledging of NJ bluebirds in 2012. Members can do more by sending a 
$15 membership contribution to NJBBS, 498 Delaware Ave. Egg 
Harbor Township, NJ 08234. 

 

*********************************************************** 

Photos by AAS member, Kathy Peterson 
 

American 
Lady on a 

Purple 
Coneflower 
in Kathy’s 

Egg Harbor 
City, NJ 

Backyard 
             >>> 

Swamp 
Magnolia at 
the Edwin B. 

Forsythe 
Refuge 

<<< 

 

Meetings: 
Programs are held at the Galloway 
Library 306 E. Jimmie Leeds Road 

Galloway Township, NJ  
7:30 pm on 4th Wednesday of the month  
NO meetings in November or December 

Light refreshments served – Please feel free to 
bring your own coffee/soda/water. 

 

www.atlanticaudubon.org 
You may use the PayPal symbol to renew 
your membership or donate to our WSB 

fundraiser online. 
 

Programs: 
General meeting programs and field trip 

reminders will be sent to you via 
AASocietyNews@verizon.net  

 

Contacts: 
See page 15 for all contact listings. 

Included is our  
Emergency Wildlife Contacts list. 

If you have any additions, please send to: 
donnaSL8@verizon.net  

(Please include types of wildlife they service.) 
 
 

The annual Program and Field Trip 
calendars will be sent to you 

separately via  
AASocietyNews@verizon.net  

 

http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
mailto:AASocietyNews@verizon.net
mailto:donnaSL8@verizon.net
mailto:AASocietyNews@verizon.net
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                         By AAS President, Becky Hedden 
 

Fall is an exciting time for birding and nature watching. Migrant birds finish breeding 

and begin heading south for the winter. Shorebirds have already begun their 
southward migration and many can be seen at Edwin B. Forsythe National Wildlife 
Refuge right now.  
     Please join Atlantic Audubon for a field trip to Forsythe on August 19th. We expect 
to find many birds, especially shorebirds, at the refuge that day.  
     Soon after that, our fall bird walks will begin! These Saturday bird walks, a fundraiser 
for the Friends of Forsythe, begin on September 8th and continue through the end of 
October. A five dollar donation is requested. In addition to the fall birds, be sure to look for  
migrant butterflies and dragonflies too!  
     On October 14th, you are invited to join Atlantic Audubon for the Big Sit. This is a Big Day, or bird-a-thon, a non-
competitive event to see as many bird species as we can, from one place, in one day, just for fun. Our Atlantic Audubon 
participants stay within the required 17 foot circle in the location of our choice, atop the refuge’s gull tower, from dawn to 
dusk. Sitting still and watching birds is a lot of fun and can be very exciting! It is beautiful to see egrets emerge from their 
roost trees early in the morning and fly out to the marsh for the day, returning as the sun sets. Many times raptors fly past, 
very close to the tower. We have been rewarded with great views of secretive birds, such as bitterns and rails. The tower 
can provide front row seats to dramas, such as the time a Northern harrier tried repeatedly to catch a Green-winged teal! 
The Big Sit is a fun way to get to know your fellow Atlantic Audubon members and make new friends! The event is hosted 
by Bird Watchers Digest and you can find out more about it on their website.  
     Southward bound and wintering waterfowl begin to arrive at the refuge in the fall. A fun way to experience this 
spectacle is by joining our waterbird survey team. You do not need to be an expert; it is a great way to learn by working 
with experienced Atlantic Audubon members. Every Thursday for approximately the past 15 years, Atlantic Audubon 
members have conducted this survey of the waterfowl and shorebirds that use the refuge wetlands to feed and rest. This 
information is valuable to refuge biologists and to refuge visitors, who are able to view our data via the eBird database. If 
you haven’t tried eBird yet, at ebird.org, take a look, it is a wonderful resource for birders and a great way to keep track of 
your bird sightings! The eBird kiosk, just outside the Visitor Center at the refuge, is a great way to check recent bird 
sightings and locations. You can share your own sightings with other refuge visitors, by entering them into the eBird kiosk, 
after your trip around the wildlife drive.  
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
    By AAS member, Dr. Ed Bristow 

 

The quiet time is upon us as spring migration is 

complete and fall migration has a few weeks before the 
first returnees head south. Lots of egrets and herons around. Osprey nests are 
active this year with a number of chicks grown large enough to be seen, as the 
parents come in with food. Glossy ibis are fairly common and one White-faced ibis 
is still lurking around. A few shorebirds apparently decided this was a nice stop and 
have been hanging around. We’ve had occasional eagle visitations, and Peregrine 

chicks will soon be testing out their wings while harassing returning ducks. 
     New exhibits are in the works for the Visitor Information Center. Hopefully, at least 

a part of this will be in place the early part of 2013. Also pending, is the installation of an 
osprey-cam so that next year we can enjoy watching the daily life of an osprey family.   

                
     Jitney tours will resume in September for as long as the “Blue Goose Special” continues to function adequately. Look 
forward to ranger led walks on Friday mornings and Audubon bird walks on Saturday mornings beginning in September. 
     A lot of activity is going on this summer as the refuge hosts 2 couples visiting as work-campers, making use of the 
pads located by the former Volunteer house on Lily Lake Road. Helping Don Freiday is a part-time ranger and education 
group addition. Tiffany is also leading walks at Holgate and Reedy Creek. Lots of eager interns are busy on a multiplicity 
of projects. 
     Are you a member of the Friends of Forsythe yet? If not, become a member and if you can, volunteer a little time as 
your schedule allows. There are many alternatives, and even if you think you don’t know enough to do that, we’ll provide 
whatever training you might need to participate. And visit the refuge as often as you can and enjoy the calm away from 
your daily problems. Forget the iPhones, the iPads, and all the other distractions of daily life. Look and listen to the natural 
world talking to you. And by all means, take the children with you and let them also reap the benefits of meeting Mother 
Nature face to face. 
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REVIEW:  “Pale Male” - by AAS member, Gerrie Satz 

No…I don't mean Pall Mall cigarettes! 
 

I rented a 54-minute film narrated by Joanne Woodward about a Red-tail hawk taking up 

residence on the roof of a very fancy 5th Avenue apartment on the edge of Central Park. 
     When the hawk found a mate and started nest-building, birdwatchers and locals embraced 
the creature they called Pale Male. They named his mate First Love. 
     I don't want to give away any more information, but it was such a compelling story. I advise 
anyone who can get this little gem, to do so. It was quite magical. 
 

For more about this hawk, go to: http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/features/2005/07/palemale200507  
Pale Male photo: courtesy of Lincoln Karim – Vanity Fair 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

          Conservation News - by AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

Photo of “Martha” the last known passenger pigeon - by Carl Hansen, Smithsonian Institution 
 

Nesting at Bader Field: On June 8, 2012, I visited Bader Field to observe mowing activity in 
preparation for summer concerts. 
     The responsible individual doing the mowing had stopped after observing birds nesting in 
the meadow adjacent to Great Thorofare. Willet, American oystercatchers, killdeer and some 
gulls were observed nesting. Cathy Clark of NJDEP Endangered Species was present. 
     Cathy indicated that the strip of meadow where the birds were nesting would be protected 

and no mowing would be authorized until fledging of young had occurred. This is an appropriate decision since The 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 states, "It is illegal to disturb an active nest, even if it is an inconvenient location, without 
a permit from the U.S. FWS and sometimes from the State, also." Permits are seldom granted. 
     It is a very nice native meadow area which includes a large number of healthy Butterfly weed. Apparently, the mower is 
set high enough to facilitate re-growth of Butterfly weed, making it available to migrating Monarch butterflies. If Bader Field 
is ever developed, it would be appropriate and in keeping with State regulations to leave a 200-foot buffer strip of meadow 
adjacent to Great Thorofare.  
 

Report from a select committee of the Ohio Senate in 1857 on a bill proposed to protect the Passenger Pigeon: 
"The passenger pigeon needs no protection. Wonderfully prolific, having the vast forests of the North as its breeding 
grounds, traveling hundreds of miles in search of food, it is here today and elsewhere tomorrow, and no ordinary 
destruction can lessen them, or be missed from the myriads that are yearly produced." 
The last known representative of the species – “Martha” -- died in captivity in the Cincinnati Zoo on Sept. 1, 1914. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

July 25th AAS Meeting Report: 
 

MICHAEL HOGAN presented a 30-minute talk 
concerning invasive species. 

Invasive plants introduced into New Jersey compete with 

the native plants, and this impacts birds and animals 
which are dependent upon native plants. You can obtain 
a list of invasive plants of NJ from the internet.  
     A few from the invasive list are: Canada thistle, Burning bush, 
Japanese honeysuckle, Multiflora rose, Autumn olive, Japanese 
knotweed and Norway maple.  
     Solving the invasive plant problem is complicated, so for now 
just concentrate on your yard and pull or cut down these species, 
making room for more desirable natives.  
     Example: pull out Japanese honeysuckle and watch native 
species such as Virginia creeper take over the spot. This should 
at least double the use of the space by birds and wildlife. 
      

AAS member, GAYLORD INMAN followed with an 
excellent “audience participation” talk about local 

environmental concerns. 
Gaylord asked members to think for a minute, and then list their 

pick of an environmental concern in the South Jersey area.   
     The quick list: Terrapin road-kills, public apathy regarding 
conservation issues, Barnegat Bay, Oyster Creek, 
detention/retention basins, ivy in trees (a specific invasive 
species problem), storm damage to trees/wildlife, etc., lack of 

bird rehab facilities, violation of buffer set aside areas for 
road building, etc., landscaping for wildlife and ignorance 
of homeowners who continue to prefer non-native plants, 
abuse of Green Acres areas for parking lots, etc., roadside 
mowing wiping out native species for no apparent reason 
which is costly to communities/county who do mowing, 
storm-water pollution including litter scattered everywhere, 
public stupidity-littering, fertilizer and chemical abuse to 

detriment of wildlife, etc., public property management without 
concern for wildlife, ATV operation/noise pollution, and waterway 
debris. Good Job Members! 
     With a little more time, we could come up with a few others 
that were not listed, such as the increased threat of fire from 
more fuel existing in open space -- due to the recent tree blow-
down. 
     Soon, the Conservation Committee will devote a meeting to 
the detention/retention basins problem. In brief, all basins 
operating as they should are void of water 72 hours following a 
two-inch downpour of rain. Please supply our Committee with 
photographs of basins that you are aware of in the County 72 
hours following a two-inch rain event. We need photos of basins 
that have no water, too! These are examples of good plans, 
proper review and construction, as well as proper maintenance. 
     If you have any comments, please send them to Gaylord at 
gaylord080@aol.com and there will be a follow-up discussion in 
the November issue. 
     Thank you all for your help and the Conservation Committee 
will continue to represent all members in a positive way. 

http://www.vanityfair.com/culture/features/2005/07/palemale200507
mailto:gaylord080@aol.com
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Birds and Other Things… 
 

<<< Flamingo toddlers 
from Linda Austin in 

Florida – notice one baby 
already has his famous 

pink feet! 
 

Killdeer in parking lot of 
Historic Smithville after 

torrential downfall - from 
AAS member, Donna 

Sleight, Galloway, NJ >>> 
 

 
 

Snapping Turtles  
 

Far left: Laying Eggs 
Linwood, NJ 

Photo by Dougg Sleight 
Galloway, NJ 

  
Left: Walking on a Driveway 

Congers, NY 
Photo by Marianne Linss 

 
 

**************************************************************************************************************** 
 

A Trip to Lake Powell - Grand Canyon 
By AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

Peregrine Falcon Photos by AAS member, L. James Meyers 
 

One of our AAS members, Robert Bruce, visited the Grand Canyon and took a 6-hour 

boat trip at Lake Powell on June 1, 2012. 
     Bob indicated that bird activity on the lake was sparse and wondered why. 
     I went on the internet and found some excellent sites for Birds of Lake Powell. One 
source: 1994-1997 Water Bird Surveys of Lake Powell indicated that surveys were 
taken between months of September to April. This may indicate the optimal seasonal 
use of the Lake by birds and 72,549 detections of 57 species on 19 monthly surveys 
counted. Perhaps the month of June is not a preferred time to visit for birding.  
     Another source, Friends of Lake Powell, Habitat for Wildlife included this 
information:  
     In the past ten years, the population of Peregrine falcons at Lake Powell has 
bloomed. This growth in numbers is largely as a result of great numbers of water-

related insects which, in turn, attract healthy feeding populations of small birds which are prey for the Peregrine. There are 
75 occupied Peregrine territories, each containing a breeding pair and young. The estimate is that there may be over 100 
breeding pairs with a total estimated population of 700 to 800 Peregrine falcons associated with the lake. 
     The demise of at least four endangered or rare species of forage fish is owed in 
large part to destruction of preferred habitat as a result of construction of dams and 
impoundments throughout their native range. The ultimate "coup de grace" occurred 
when efforts to provide fishing related opportunities included systematic chemical 
treatment of rotenone to eliminate "trash" fish and then to promote trout and other 
popular game fish. After treatment, neutralization of the chemical was not adequate 
to keep the residual chemical content from adversely affecting the native fish 
species. The dramatic result was seen several days later. The surface of the Green 
River at Jensen, Utah, 100 miles downstream was covered – clogged bank to bank, 
as far up or downstream as the eye could see, with dead dead fish that had been 
native to the river system. This was the single event that, more than any other 
spelled the real beginning of the end for the Colorado River drainage native fishery. 
Present now are introduced species such as Striped bass, Small-mouth and Large-
mouth bass, Black crappie, and trout. 
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BLACK SKIMMERS 
Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, FL, USA. June 2012. 

Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 

Infanticide, fratricide, predation and territorial skirmishes were frequent occurrences in a Black skimmer colony during the 
nesting season. It was a tough neighborhood for a newly hatched chick. And you thought you had it rough? Predators 
included man, dogs, cats, raccoons, gulls, crows and ghost crabs.  
     This Black skimmer colony included over 400 birds and 100 scrapes (nests). Some adults were kept busy with the new 
hatchlings that appeared each day while others were still incubating and a surprising number were still breeding and laying 
eggs in new scrapes. The gulls were especially adept at predation. They circled overhead, then swooped in so fast the 
skimmers never had a chance.  

Canon EOS-1D Mark IV DSLR Camera; Canon EF 800mm f/5.6L IS USM Lens on a tripod; images are cropped. 

 
  

Appearance  
of a small part 

of the Black 
skimmer colony 
<<<  

 

Recent 
hatchlings stay 

close to the 
scrape or under   
     an adult  >>> 

 

 
 

Black skimmer 
chick leaves 
scrape to get 

fish from adult  
<<< 

 

Competition to 
be fed -- the 

chicks swallow 
whole fish   

  head-first  >>> 
 

 
 
 

Black skimmer 
adults beating 

up on a 
wayward chick 

<<< 
 

 
Laughing gull 
stealing fish 
from Black  

    skimmer >>> 
 

 
Laughing gull 

(breeding 
plumage) with 
predated Black 
skimmer chick 

<<< 
Young 

Laughing gulls 
(non-breeding 

plumage) with a 
Black skimmer 

chick 
(swallowed    

      whole)   >>>       

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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                                                   Images and narrative by Lou Newman, Sarasota, FL, USA. June 24, 2012. 

                                    Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 

Tropical storm Debby pushed coastal waters two to three feet above normal. High tide 

and large waves carried the water over the entire Black skimmer colony on Longboat Key. This was a 
colony of over 400 birds with more than 100 active nest scrapes. I arrived on the scene at high tide (3:45 pm) Sunday, 
June 24, 2012. I was totally unprepared for the sight that greeted me. Many chicks and eggs were undoubtedly washed 
out to sea. Perhaps 100 chicks and hundreds of eggs were caught in the high tide rack line. The adult birds were all 
standing facing the wind in the lee of the buildings at the top of the beach; none were with the stranded chicks. 
     My initial reaction was to hope the adult birds would seek out their chicks. When this did not occur, I returned to my 
vehicle to call beach monitors and bird rehabilitators for advice. When I returned to the beach half of the chicks had 
disappeared. Chicks were being buried by wind-driven sand; and Laughing gulls, and even a few Royal terns, were 
gorging on stranded chicks. I saw only four chicks that somehow made it up the beach to the adult birds (and I hope were 
reunited with their parents). There were perhaps 50 chicks remaining at this point. 
     The stress of the day-long storm, flooding, relentless wind gusting to 40 mph, biting wind-driven sand and opportunistic 
raiding gulls took a toll as I watched. It made no sense to stand by and watch remaining chicks perish this way. With help 
from others who arrived, it made sense to try to rescue the surviving chicks. We were able to find and pick up 32 live 
chicks. Gail Straight from Wildlife, Inc. on Anna Maria Island came to help and took the chicks to her wildlife education 
and rehabilitation center. The goal is to save and return the chicks to the colony as soon as the storm abates. We hope 
the parents will recognize and claim their offspring. 

      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Normal colony life at one scrape 
(nest) the day before the storm. 

 

Skimmers, gulls, and Royal terns 
hunkered down against the wind 
in the lee of dunes and buildings. 

After high tide – wiped out! 
 

Right: One of the larger chicks 
able to struggle up the beach. 

 
  

Left: Chicks and eggs caught in 
the foam left at the high-tide 

mark. 
Wind-driven sand rapidly 
covered all the chicks not 

washed out to sea. 
 

Right: No adult birds came 
searching for their offspring. 

 
 

 Update: The estimated loss of eggs 
and chicks exceeded 500. 

 

On (7/2/12), I visited the 12 surviving 
Black skimmer chicks that I rescued 
from Tropical Storm Debby on June 

24
th

. They are now 9 to 19 days of age 
and doing remarkably well under the 
care of Gail Straight at Wildlife, Inc., 

on Anna Maria Island. 
 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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If you were a bird, would you like to be 
caught and banded? 
By AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

Leg Band on Loon photo by Dr. George Anast 
 

Concerning the talks about Red knot banding at a 
recent general AAS meeting: 

      

This species appears to be on its way to 

extinction. It is an example of things gone 
wrong, including the way they are being 
managed, unlike successful attempts to 
bring back Bald eagle, Peregrine falcon, 
osprey and the Whooping crane. I might 
add California condor, but that species still 
does not have a secure foothold in the 
environment. 
     The Whooping crane and the California 
condor have had, in my opinion, excellent 
results so far because of care and dedication of experts 
and appropriate funding to keep the programs running. 
Same is true with less effort and government cost for the 
other three species. 
     I am questioning results of management and care of 
the endangered Red knot. Biologists who are most 
responsible for their well being have what I would term a 
"hands on" approach to management, which include 
banding and nest searches. 
     I think Cannon nets, using explosives are shot over the 
birds in a location where the birds have historically used 
when they are in emaciated condition, due to long 
migrations. Knots are seeking Horseshoe crab eggs which 
enable them to fatten up and prepare for more migration. 
So what do biologists do? They feel banding of the birds is 
more important.    
     Wouldn't you agree that an exploding net over the top 
of some is not appropriate to the main goal of food intake 
at this critical time? Then we hear that some 100 plus 
birds were banded and afterwards there has been no 

information about these bird whereabouts. Why don't 
biologists in charge not consider the fact that they possibly 
died from the stressful event of the banding process?  
     It is serious and certainly not a spectator sport. Why 
are people invited to watch? 
     Then there are nest searches which entail dragging a 
rope between two people over nesting habitat in hopes of 

flushing a nesting Red knot. 
     What happens when they find the 
bird? Worst case is that the bird will 
not return to the nest due to stress 
factor. It is a well known fact that 
predators such as foxes and 
raccoons are smart enough to pick 
up and follow human scent to nesting 
sites. 
     The Red knots have not positively 
responded to these forms of 
management by population 

increases. But biologists in charge keep it up and the 
population continues to decline. How stupid. Why not give 
Red knots 100 percent protection and leave them alone in 
their critical nesting and feeding habitat? This simple 
process has shown successful results many times which 
include large and successful increases in nesting tern and 
skimmer colonies when these species are given 100 
percent protection. 
     I would invite and appreciate your candid comments. 
Of course there are much worse examples of 
management such as killing rare species to collect 
museum specimens. 
 

According to Wikipedia, Audubon developed his own 
methods for drawing birds. First, he killed them, using 

fine shot. He then used wires to prop them into a 
natural position, unlike the common method of many 

ornithologists, who prepared and stuffed the 
specimens into a rigid pose. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

 
 
 
 

By Janice Weisgerber – Treasurer Atlantic Audubon Society - Galloway, NJ 
 

I have been one lucky person as far as bluebirds are concerned. 
Considering I live in a suburban area with neighbors and kids all 
around me, I think it is pretty amazing that the bluebirds like my 

yard. Last year, I 
had three broods 
of bluebirds and 
so far this year I 
am on my second brood and it is only June. This second 
brood had five eggs and it looked like all of them hatched. It 
is hard to tell right now, because they are so big and taking 
over the whole nest and sleeping on top of each other!  
     In the first picture, I believe they were only a day or so old. 
The second picture was taken about eleven days later and 
they will probably be ready to fledge in about a week. 
     I hope it happens on a weekend when I am home!!! I will 
keep you posted if I happen to have a third brood later. 
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By Dr. George Anast 
 

At first, I thought that the eagles did not nest in our yard in Wisconsin 

this year. They were constant visitors, spending some time in the 
tops of one of our Red pines.  
 

The pair are at the nest all the time and do not appear to leave it 

unattended. It is late for a hatch (June), but in some cases, if a first 
egg fails, the female will lay another.  

      

 
 

The adults are bringing fish back to the nest, so it may well be 
that we'll have an eaglet after all! 

 

This morning, one bird left the nest and flew south, an unusual 

route. The bird returned shortly and the mission was clear. The adult 
had gone to Clausen Lake, about five hundred yards south of me. 
The bird was carrying weeds from the water to repair the nest. This 
strongly suggests the nest is active. I can see that sticks have been 
added. Unfortunately, new growth on the nest tree obscures the 
area, making photos difficult. 

 

 
 
 

I've been watching the eagle for the last few days. The pair are 

living in the nest and bringing food. I've not seen, or heard a chick, 
but I strongly suspect there is one there.  

 
Patience 
pays off!  

 

There are 
TWO 

 in the nest! 
 

 

I now have a spotting scope and can observe them close up. The 

two young birds are very active and are only a few weeks from flight.   
     The situation is unusual in that the adults don't really hang 
around the nest much at all. In previous hatches the parents were 
always around.  

 
 

UPDATE:  
 

Young eagle 
“looking you 
in the eye”. 

<<< 

 
Just a 

Pre-flight 
check! 

>>> 
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ROBINS & Other Backyard Birds 

 

Photos by AAS member,  
Justine Brady 

West Chester, PA 
 

A robin nest is built on the 
porch lantern.  

 

Male keeps watch from roof 
while female is on the nest. 

 

Note how all 4 eggs are 
constantly rotated. Babies! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Chickadees and Bluebirds Vying for the Same House. 
 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Photos by Kathleen G. Rosenau 
Dover,  
New 

Hampshire 
 

<<< Female 
Red-bellied 

Woodpecker 
  

Male Downy 
Woodpecker 

>>> 
 

Very Spoiled  
Birds! 
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By  
Dr. George Anast 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Keeping a watchful eye on the new little 

adventurers! 
 
 

If you look closely at the youngsters, you can see what looks to be an eyelid. That "eyelid" is a nictitating 
membrane, a protective third eyelid that comes across horizontally rather than up and down. It protects the eye 
when diving and serves to lubricate and clean off the cornea. Most birds have such, as do sea lions and other 
aquatic mammals. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- 
 

Arizona Quail - By Dr. George Anast 
 

ARIZONA: Several write-ups on Gamble's Quail make reference to the 
fact that the birds do not drink, but gain all their liquids from their food. 
This never made much sense to me as the seeds are bone dry.  
 

The quail do, from time to time, eat flowers. Their beaks have "teeth" that 
allow them to tear off parts of leaves or flowers. I have seen them do so 
on many occasions.  
 

Today, I saw the quail drink for the first time. We have a pan on the 
ground for the bunnies, and the quail drinks there, as well. When thirsty, 
animals forget differences.  
  
You can see what appears to be a drop falling from the quail’s beak. They 
seem to drink by suction…not by taking a beak full and tilting the head    

                                                                       back to swallow...  
 

The loons fooled 
me with a late 
hatch…Mother 
Nature has her 

own ways! 
 

Youngster 
waiting to get on   

 

Look, he made it! 
 
 
 



11.  AUTUMN 2012                    Least Terns 
Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, FL, USA. May & June, 2012. 

Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 

Hi! My name is “Willie.” I am a Least Tern so that is “Willie Least Tern” for 

your information. The first image is a picture of me on the beach with my 
Mom; Well, actually I am just an egg in the picture :>) It will be 21 days until I 
hatch. Mom and Dad are one of 15 pairs of Least Terns in our “colony.” We 
started out with 15 scrapes (nests), most of which contained two eggs. 
Predators, mainly crows and ghost crabs, got the eggs in three of the 
scrapes. The remaining dozen pairs of adults successfully hatched 21 chicks. 
To say we were precocious at hatching is an understatement. Mom and Dad  

were often at their wits end trying 
 to keep track of us. At first we would run back to the scrape or Mom would 
chase us and dig a new scrape so we could huddle under her, but as we 
became more venturesome they would simply come back with a fish and 
call and look for us until they found us. Unfortunately, during the first few 
days we were very vulnerable to being seized by ghost crabs and gulls. 
Some of my “classmates” ventured too close to nearby Black Skimmer 
scrapes and were driven off or killed by the skimmers. Now that was scary. 
Only ten of us made it to two weeks of age, but we grew fast and were 
flying by three weeks. Although we were still being fed by our parents, at 
four weeks we were flying all over the beach and out over the water. 
Learning to hover and dive for fish is next if we are to survive. I am ready! 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mom and “Me” 

Keeping the Ghost crab away from me is serious business! 

Get him Mom! That Royal Tern is too close! -  Me being adventuresome, courting trouble! - Hard to swallow the whole fish! 

               Spreading my wings!                   Get out of there, Sis. That was close!          I am growing and so are my feathers. 

     Twenty days old and I can fly.       I’m developing adult markings. Handsome, eh?     Four weeks and flying up a storm! 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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In Last winter’s issue, AAS member, Justine Brady of West Chester, PA graciously allowed us to publish a few of 

her bird paintings. She is just as capable with a paintbrush as she is with a camera! 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

In a world where male ducks sport gleaming 

patches of green, red, or blue, the understated 
elegance of a gadwall can make this common 
duck easy to overlook.  
     Males are intricately patterned with gray, 
brown, and black; females resemble mallards, 
although with a thinner, darker bill.  
     We don’t tend to think of ducks as pirates, but 
gadwall very often snatch food from diving ducks 
as they surface.  
     This widespread, adaptable duck has 
dramatically increased in numbers in North 
America since the 1980s.  
     Look for gadwall on small bodies of water with 
plenty of aquatic vegetation; gadwall often feed in 
slightly deeper water than other dabbling ducks. 
They associate with many other duck species, 
and on a quick scan you may miss the males 
because of their subdued brown appearance.  
     Keep an eye out for their black rear ends, 
white wing-patch (formed by the inner secondary 
feathers), and intricately patterned, not streaked 
or spotted, plumage. 

                             Wood Ducks                                           Nuthatch                                               Green-winged Teal 

          Scarlet Tanager                                              Barn Owl                                 Red-headed Woodpecker 
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A Bird’s Song May Teach Us about Human Speech Disorders 
Stuart Wolpert – www.newsroom.ucla.edu 

Zebra Finch Photo: Reed Hutchinson/UCLA 
 

New research by UCLA life scientists and colleagues say that the song of a small bird might provide valuable 
insights into human stuttering and speech-related disorders and conditions, including autism and stroke. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Iridescent Feathered Dinosaur Offers Fresh Evidence that Feathers Evolved to Attract Mates 
                            J.B. Bird – www.utexas.edu 
Artist’s recreation of Microraptor with iridescent plumage 

and Microraptor fossil – Jason Brougham   
 

By comparing the patterns of pigment-containing 
organelles from a Microraptor fossil with those in 
modern birds, scientists determined that the 
dinosaur’s plumage was iridescent with a glossy 
sheen like the feathers of a crow. The new fossil is 
the earliest record of iridescent color in feathers. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Up to 900 Tropical Bird Species Could Go Extinct as Species Struggle to Adapt to Habitat 
Loss and Extreme Weather Events 

 

Anna-Louise Taylor www.bbc.co.uk/nature - Photos: Project/Birdlife& University of Utah 

(Left to right: Araripe Manakin– Scissor-tailed Hummingbird – Wire-tailed Manakin) 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 
WORLD’S RAREST DUCKLINGS  

MADAGASCAN POCHARDS HATCH 
Victoria Gill – BBC Nature – www.bbc.co.uk/nature 

 
The ultimate aim is to release captive-bred pochards into the wild. 

 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

World’s Smallest Parrots…thumb-size…lichen-eaters… 
move like woodpeckers 

 

Six species of Pygmy Parrots inhabit New Guinea, the Solomons and neighboring 
islands. They look, in most respects, like other parrots, but barely exceed a human 
thumb in size!  At 3.5 inches in length, the Buff-Faced Pygmy parrot (M. pusio) is the 
smallest Psittacine; its relatives are not much bigger. Click on the video…it is hard to 
believe they are real! 
 

http://blogs.thatpetplace.com/thatbirdblog/2012/05/16/pygmy-parrots-thumb-sized-
lichen-eaters-that-move-like-woodpeckers/ 

 
 

http://www.newsroom.ucla.edu/
http://www.utexas.edu/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature
http://blogs.thatpetplace.com/thatbirdblog/2012/05/16/pygmy-parrots-thumb-sized-lichen-eaters-that-move-like-woodpeckers/
http://blogs.thatpetplace.com/thatbirdblog/2012/05/16/pygmy-parrots-thumb-sized-lichen-eaters-that-move-like-woodpeckers/
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Birds Cultivate Decorative plants to Attract Mates 
Photo of Male Bowerbird courtesy of Exeter www.exeter.ac.uk  

 

www.exeter.ac.uk/news/featurednews/title_205242_en.html  
 

Bowerbirds propagate fruits and use as decorations in their sexual displays.  
This is the first evidence of a non-human species cultivating plants for use other than as food. 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Three Bird Species Reintroduced by Richard Branson to Virgin 
Islands More Than 100 Years After They Were Wiped Out! 

 

Photo of baby Scarlet Ibis (red color develops as they mature) by Charlie Smith  
Courtesy of www.news.yahoo.com 

 

Birds reintroduced are the Flamingo, the Scarlet Ibis and the Roseate Spoonbill. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
Bird Sings Song with Heavy Wings by Alejandra Martins  

Photo by Murray Cooper, Courtesy of www.bbc.co.uk/nature  
 

The Club-winged manakin has densely mineralized bones. It is the only bird known 
to sing with its wings, which contain some secrets of its performance in its bones. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Safe Haven for City Creatures – Carly Baldwin 

Photos courtesy of © fredcohenphotography – www.metro.us 
 

NYC’s first wildlife rehabilitation and education center:  
     Since 1998, the Wild Bird Fund has been rescuing wild animals in New York 
City; volunteers often cared for the injured in their homes. The group has now 
raised enough money to open a two-story, 1,300-square-foot facility, which will 
include a pool for waterfowl, a surgery room, and space for more than 60 birds 
and other animals. The group treats an estimated 1,500 animals a year, many of 
them birds, but other animals as well. 
     An American Bittern was discovered in Queens last year, suffering from leg 

paralysis. Vets suspected it was paralyzed after ingesting a toxin and would require physical therapy. It has fully 
recovered and released back into the wild. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 
 
 
 
 

Help Us Keep Our BirdCams Growing 
 

Our newest cam features an osprey nest in Montana with eggs ready to hatch 
any day now! http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=2445 

 

With our Red-tailed hawks and Great Blue herons that recently fledged, we're 

taking our cam viewers farther into the nesting season by rolling out three new cameras. We hope you'll visit our ospreys 
in Montana, American kestrels in Idaho, and Pacific loons in Alaska. 
     Many thanks to all who have donated to our BirdCams project, helping us make it possible for anyone to connect with 
nature, anywhere. We couldn't offer these high-quality video streams without your help. If you haven't yet, please make a 
donation today and receive a commemorative photo as a thank-you. 

 
Thanks to our cam partners: Dunrovin Guest Ranch and University of Montana (ospreys), The Peregrine Fund (kestrels), and Jean 

Tam and Anchorage Audubon (loons). 

http://www.exeter.ac.uk/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/featurednews/title_205242_en.html
http://www.news.yahoo.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature
http://www.metro.us/
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/page.aspx?pid=2445
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                                   Deadlines 
                             WINTER NOVEMBER 1) ISSUE 

 
                     Large articles & photos by OCTOBER 1 

 
Small announcements, additions or changes by OCTOBER 25 

 
When submitting articles or photographs that have been printed elsewhere, 

PLEASE ask permission from the author before submitting. 
 

Send to: donnaSL8@@verizon.net - or Mail to: 

Donna Sleight, 719 Falcon Crest Court, Galloway, NJ 08205 - Phone: (609) 377-5796 
 

PHOTOS & ARTICLES PRESENTED FOR FUTURE PUBLICATION: Editor reserves the right to crop all photos and edit all 
articles submitted for publication according to space limitations (unless otherwise requested). 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ATLANTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY 
The South Jersey Chapter of the National Audubon Society 

 

Please contact AAS through our website: www.atlanticaudubon.org 

 * For your convenience, use PayPal symbol to renew your membership or donate to our WSB fundraiser online. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMERGENCY Wildlife Contacts: 
 

May 2012 – May 2013 OFFICERS: 
(609) numbers – exceptions noted 

 

President: Becky Hedden   384-4599 
President Elect:  
Vice-President: Joe Delesantro  625-8731 
Secretary: Lee Ellenberg   927-5720 

Treasurer: Janice Weisgerber   748-0842 
 

DIRECTORS: Terms ending May 2012 

Gaylord Inman  645-1470 
Al Martens   404-7791 
John & Kathy Peterson  965-5748 

Gerrie Satz   485-0754 
 

DIRECTORS: Terms starting May 2012 

John Black 456-6743 
Donna Henry 226-0804 
Charles & Rosalind Herlands 965-3611 
Mary Lenahan 335-7938 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:  
Adopt-a-Road: Drosera Avenue  
   Kathy & John Peterson     965-5748 

Adopt-a-Road: Great Creek Road 
   Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
Audubon Adventures: Betsy Griffiths 652-1860 
Bird-a-thon (World Series of Birding): 
   Kris Arcuri 641-6578 
   Kevin Lippert 652-2367 
Conservation & Grants: Gaylord Inman  645-1470 

Education: Kris Arcuri  641-6578 

Field Trips: Joe Delesantro 625-8731 
Finance: Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Hospitality: Gerrie Satz 485-0754 
Membership: Linda Gangi 242-5287 

Newsletter Editor: Donna Sleight  377-5796 

Programs: Becky Hedden                      384-4599 

Publicity: Edna Schaffler 978-0316 
Refuge News: Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Scholarships: Betsy Griffiths  652-1860 
Web Master: Maurice Tremblay  266-4672 
 

 
Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge 

4 Sawmill Road, Medford, NJ 
(856) 983-3329 ext. 106 

http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html 
 

Tri-State Bird Rescue 
110 Possum Hollow Road, Newark, DE 

(302) 737-9543 – 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 
 

Toms River Avian Care - (732) 255-9270 
1916 Kenilworth Court, Toms River, NJ 

 
Wildlife Aide, Atlantic County area: (609) 927-0538 

Beatrice Stowe, Cumberland County area: 
(856) 765-3467 

Freedom Center, Burlington County area: 
(856) 366-4114 

 
To report a marine stranding (NO Birds): 

Marine Mammal Stranding Center - (609) 266-0538 
3625 Brigantine Blvd., Brigantine, NJ 

 
Dead Birds (crows & jays): 
Division of Public Health 

(609) 645-5971 
 

Additional info: 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm 

 
 
 

NATURALIST: Mike O’Brien - (215) 726-0297 
(AAS member welcomes questions and calls to talk 

about birds and wildlife.) 
 

mailto:DonnaSleight@verizon.net
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE:                         Atlantic Audubon Society  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

 (I understand that ALL my dues will support local chapter goals and activities.) 
 

As a member, The Atlantic Currents color newsletter is available to you by email. 
To begin receiving your free issues of Atlantic Currents, please sign up at: 

AASocietyNews@verizon.net – leave your name & email contact 

 
************************************************************************************************** 

Membership: (     ) $20 One Year       (     ) $35 Two Years      (     ) $15 Students/Seniors 
 

Please make check out to Atlantic Audubon Society - Mail check and membership form to: 
Atlantic Audubon Society PO Box 63, Absecon, NJ 08201 

 
***Please Print Information*** 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________ 
 
Phone: _______________________ * Email: _____________________________________ 

                                                                              (Required for free color version newsletter) 
 

Are you interested in helping with a committee or a board position?   YES (     ) NO (     ) 
 
What are some of your interests? _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

To keep your newsletters 
arriving without 

interruption, please do not 
forget to keep your contact 

information up-to-date! 
 

This includes changes of: 
Address 

Phone Number 
Email 

 

Email changes to: 
donnaSL8@verizon.net 

OR 
AASocietyNews@verizon.net 

OR Call: 
(609) 377-5796 

 
Please keep your membership 
current by sending renewals to 

address on application. 
 THANK YOU! 

 

mailto:AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net
mailto:donnaSL8@verizon.net
mailto:AASocietyNews@verizon.net

