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CONSERVATION COMMITTEE NEWS 
By AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

 

Conservation Committee member Mary Harper found the Christie 
Administration announcement of approval of Green Acres projects. 
This was the subject of a front page Press of Atlantic City article on 
September 19, 2012 titled, "State awards millions for open space, 
recreation." 
     The Christie Administration recommended more than $123 
million in Green Acres open space acquisition and recreational 
development projects for FY 2012. 
     Highlights included approval of $57 million for state Green Acres acquisitions, 
including land for state parks, forests and wildlife management areas throughout 
New Jersey. In addition, $66.2 million in funding was shared by all 21 counties in 
New Jersey for funding of land acquisitions and park developments. 
     Among 11 specific projects listed in the news article costing over $7 million was 
$600,000 towards creation of a waterfront park in Brick Township that will serve 
Barnegat Bay and provide a link to the adjacent Edwin B. Forsythe NWR. 
     No specifics were provided of projects approved for Atlantic County, but the list 
was obtained from other referenced material and is summarized below: 
      
     Land acquisition projects, total cost $272,000: 
     Percoskie Acquisition, Port Republic, 6.16 acres total cost $140,000 
     Dellanoce Acquisition, Galloway, 35 acres total cost $132,000 
     Park development projects, total cost $1,232,000: 
     Chelsea Heights Complex Renovation, Atlantic City, total cost $450,000 
     Former Gulf Station Acquisition, Brigantine City, total cost $182,000 
     Bayview Avenue Waterfront Park, Pleasantville, total cost $600,000 
 

If you want to learn about specific areas that have been recipients of Green Acres 

money, go to the NJ Green Acres website and search for Open Space Database 
where properties in your community are listed.    
     I noticed that some information in communities have been updated in 2011 
while some have not been updated since 2005 or perhaps earlier. You be the 
judge as to why there is a difference or maybe you can ask your local government 
representative to explain. 
     Previous years acquisitions included Minnie Creek properties in Margate. This 
is an urban tidal area that old time members had a hand in preserving. 
     Without these good members, the listing may have been smaller or even 
absent. So we do make a difference! 

See page 2 for photos of a few of these acquisitions… 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

General Meetings: 
Programs are held at  

Galloway Library  
306 E Jimmie Leeds Road 

Galloway Township, NJ  
7:30 pm on 4th  

Wednesday of the month  
NO meetings are held in  
November or December 

 

Light refreshments served 
 Please feel free to bring your 

own coffee/soda/water 
 

www.atlanticaudubon.org 
You may use the PayPal 

symbol to donate to our WSB 
fundraiser online 

 

Events: 
Reminders for 

general meetings & speakers 
field trip information  

and other events 
will be sent to you via 

AASocietyNews@verizon.net  
 

Contacts: 
See page 15  

for all contact listings 
(Included is an 

Emergency Wildlife  
Contact list) 

If you have any additions,  
please send to 

donnaSL8@verizon.net  
Include types of wildlife 

serviced 
 
 

               Watch your                                      
                Email 

              for  
                information 
on our annual holiday   
  party in December! 

In AAS, member 
Justine Brady’s 

backyard 
West Chester, PA 

 

http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
mailto:AASocietyNews@verizon.net
mailto:donnaSL8@verizon.net
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Barnegat Bay Ecosystem – Positive Update 
By AAS member, Gaylord Inman 

 

The Barnegat Bay Ecosystem includes sand beaches, bay islands, submerged aquatic vegetation, finfish nursery 
areas, and shellfish beds. 
     The 600 square miles of watershed making up the Bay's drainage system contributes to the special conditions 
that are critical for survival of crabs, fish birds and other wildlife. Over 500,000 people reside within the 
watershed. 
     On December 9, 2010, Governor Chris Christie announced a comprehensive 10 point action plan to address 
the health of the Barnegat Bay Ecosystem.  
     On December 15, 2011, a one year update was presented by NJDEP Commissioner Bob Martin. This update 
detailed progress for each of the 10 point action items, as well as future steps that will lead to progress for an 
improved Barnegat Bay Ecosystem. Another update is expected in December, 2012. 

For more information: Google NJDEP Barnegat Bay State of New Jersey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
Local Acquisition and Park Development Projects in Atlantic County (from front page) 

Submitted by AAS member, Gaylord Inman – Photos by AAS member, Mike Sleight 
 

Atlantic City: Chelsea Heights Complex Renovation 
 

The City of Atlantic City proposes the rehabilitation of several 

facilities at their Chelsea Heights Recreation Complex located 
on Annapolis Avenue. Specifically, they plan to install 
synthetic turf and reorient the existing soccer/football field at 
Andrew “Flags” Philip Fields, as well as constructing a Babe 
Ruth baseball field. The City also proposes to construct a 
softball field in the southeast corner of this site. Additionally, 
sports lighting will be installed on the synthetic turf field and an 
8 foot wide jogging/walking/bicycle trail will circle the fields. 
This jogging/walking/bicycle trail will connect to the new 
proposed park entrance and a memorial plaza. Furthermore, 
plans include the construction of a new barrier-free 
restroom/concession building and renovation of the existing 

storage building. The City proposes a picnic area, fencing, bleachers and landscaping. At the Annapolis Avenue 
Playground, the City proposes to install fencing along with various barrier-free improvements, and at the Filbert Avenue 
Observation Deck, there are proposed overlook improvements. 
 

$450,000 Matching Grant Award – Park Development – Densely Populated Municipality 

 
 

Brigantine City: Former Gulf Station Acquisition 
 

The City of Brigantine is proposing to acquire several 

properties along Atlantic Brigantine Boulevard. The 
properties are the former location of a gas station and 
an auto repair shop. The site site is adjacent to the 
Marine Mammal Stranding Center and on the Bonita 
Tideway. Potential future uses may include improved 
waterfront public access with parking and walking 
paths, an open space park with the Brigantine 
Lighthouse relocated on site as a monument or 
museum, or the construction of fishing/education pier. 
Property totals 0.43 acres.  
 

$182,500 Matching Grant Award – Standard 
Acquisition 
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The CBC is now FREE! 

Important and Exciting News for the 
Christmas Bird Count program 

 

After nearly two years of internal discussions, budget 

modeling, head-scratching, and intense decision-making, 
two major changes will come to the Christmas Bird Count 
program effective with the upcoming 113th Count in 
December, 2012.  
     First, the CBC is now a FREE program. Audubon will 
no longer charge the $5.00 fee of field participants.  
     Second, to minimize the effects of the loss of fee 
income, American Birds will no longer be printed on paper 
and mailed to participants, and Audubon will move to an 
online delivery of the summary results of the CBC. 
     To help Audubon make these important decisions 
regarding the Christmas Bird Count program, we invited 
people involved with the count to participate in an online 
survey earlier this year. The results of the online survey 
last spring were very enlightening, and are summarized in 
the upcoming 112th CBC summary issue of American 
Birds—the last one to appear in print. The 130 pages of 
written comments were the most telling aspects of the 
survey feedback. Some people understand the fee and 
don’t mind paying it, but the main thrust of written 
comments was that the fee is a major obstacle to the 
program, and the strong message was that more people 
would be involved, more counts would be included in the 
CBC database, and more accurate effort data would be 
collected if the fee was dropped. 
     Also highly informative were peoples’ comments 
regarding American Birds. While a few folks commented 
that they enjoyed the information it contains and enjoy 
reading at least parts of it each year, the primary 
sentiment expressed was that recipients do not value  
 

 
 

     American Birds in its current format, that they do not 
read most of it. Many survey respondents felt that an 
interactive, online version of the magazine would better 
suit their needs—especially if the participation fee was 
dropped. In order to continue to fund the Christmas Bird 
Count program in the long term, Audubon will be moving 
to a voluntary donation model for the CBC.  
     With the online delivery of American Birds via a new 
interactive web presence including photos, summaries, 
and features, content can now be presented online as 
they are completed. Most critically, a new Citizen Science 
gateway will enable Audubon to be in touch directly with 
those participants who elect to take part and directly 
service the needs of participants, as well as compilers.  
     While the integrity of the CBC is crucial to maintain for 
its bird trend data, it has become equally important for the 
ability to engage people in other citizen science projects. 
Toward that end Audubon will be expanding its Citizen 
Science projects, and the CBC will, of course, be a 
cornerstone program.  
     The Audubon Science team looks forward to working 
with chapters to increase participation both by including 
more participants on existing Christmas Bird Counts and 
by creating new counts in areas where coverage is 
lacking. We also look forward to further engaging CBC 
participants and other chapter members in the other 
seasonal citizen science programs that will be available in 
the future. 
     We thank you for your work in making the CBC the 
continued success that it is. Thanks very much, and have 
a wonderful …FREE … Christmas Bird Count Season. 
Good birding! 

Geoff LeBaron, Director, Christmas Bird Count NAS  
Gary Langham, Vice-President & Chief Scientist NAS 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 

By AAS member, Ed Bristow 
 

Fall has arrived as the late shorebird arrivals slowly pass 

through. Waterfowl are now increasing, raptors are 
passing overhead and some of our winter visitors are 
showing up on visitor check lists. And so 
the wheel of life continues its yearly 
rotation. Our unusual summer weather 
reminds us that climatic conditions are 
changing and there will be serious 
challenges ahead for the refuge, as well 
as our personal lives. 
     Fall activities include Friday morning 
bird walks with refuge staff, Saturday 
bird walks with Atlantic Audubon experts 
and Saturday afternoon Jitney Tours on 
the Blue Goose Express. Reservations 
for the Jitney Tours require advance 
registration, as there are a limited 

number of seats. Tour the Wildlife Drive with one of our 
master naturalists as your guide. Check out the Discovery 
Area for children to get acquainted with the wonders of the 
outdoors. 
     The long awaited exhibit area in the Visitor Information 
Center is about to get underway, so the big room is now 
off limits for a while. Repainting of the walls is in the initial 
phase and will be followed by the installation of a variety 
of both active and passive exhibits that should be both fun 

and educational for all ages. Expect 
to see more people in the Center 
once installation is complete. 
     There is an urgent need for more 
volunteers to help out in the Center. 
Training is provided by Volunteer 
Coordinator Sandy Perchetti, and 
she can also tell you about other 
possibilities for those who can 
spare a few hours out of busy 
schedules. Also needed are helpers 
for our educational programs. For 
further information, call Sandy at 
(609) 652-1665. 
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The Loon Family 
By Dr. George Anast – Wisconsin 

 

The loons were at their usual spot on the north side of Fisher Island. 

 
The family was together and it was feeding time, and I was able to 

photograph a whole feeding sequence. 
 

I'm sure you'll be interested 
in the process and amused 

by the last photo. 
 

Incidentally, the fish appears 
to be a Blue gill. 

 

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

UPDATE: 
 

It's a beautiful day here: 
clear, cool and no wind. I had 
the lake to myself and the 
loons were out feeding. 
There was only one adult 
with the young. The young 
were active, and are now 
fully feathered and very close 
to the adults as far as size is 
concerned.  
      
The adult was feeding and 

brought fish on three occasions. Even though the adult comes up with a fish in its bill, the fish is not moving and appears 
dead. If you've ever caught fish you know how hard it is to hold them while trying to get the hook out. Another thing to 
think about! This was the largest fish. The others were "tidbits." The handoff is very quick and the swallowing the same. 
With the rapid growth, the young must be fed a great deal. 
      
The wings on the young are fully formed now, and have all primary and secondary flight feathers. I'd love to see them 

trying to fly…both young and 
old do this wing action every 
several minutes. I wonder if 
it has to do with purging their 
air sacs and refreshing their 
air supply…avian lungs work 
in a very special way 
allowing the birds to extract 
twice as much oxygen as we 
do. Birds have been seen 
flying above 25 thousand 
feet where we cannot exist 
at all…amazing... 
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Evenings at Forsythe  
Hosts Osprey Project with Ben Wurst 

 By AAS member, Donna Henry 
Photo: Brandon Henry (left) and Ben Hurst (right) 

 
 

The osprey, formally known as the “Fish hawk,” is one of 
New Jersey’s largest raptors. They are well known and 
highly visible along coastal marshes, as well as inland 

lakes and rivers. Their preference for fish requires that it 
live close to the water. 

 

In New Jersey, Ospreys nest primarily along the Atlantic 
Coast from Sandy Hook to Cape May, along the 

Delaware Bay, and the Maurice and Delaware Rivers. 
 

 

Ben Wurst of the Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ 
shared his enthusiasm and knowledge for Osprey with 
his “New Jersey Osprey Project” at the September 
“Evenings at Forsythe” event. His topics included 
historical and current issues that Ospreys face and 
what’s being done to assist them.  
     Prior to 1950, over 500 Osprey nests were found 
along the New Jersey coastline. Loss of nesting sites 
and widespread pesticide contamination, mostly from 
DDT, caused the birds’ decline. DDT causes eggshells 
to become thin and weak which leads to breakage 
during the incubation process. By 1974, only about 50 
nests remained. They were then listed as “endangered” 
and efforts to recover their population began. Biologists 
built and installed nest structures in and along the 
coastal marshes. They also transferred eggs and chicks 
from Maryland to New Jersey nests that were not 
producing healthy eggs at the time. 
     Today, Osprey populations are once again strong, 
with an estimated 500 Osprey currently nesting along 
our New Jersey coasts. The Conserve Wildlife 
Foundation of New Jersey has been a big part of the 
Osprey’s success. They have installed over 200 nest 
platforms along the coast. They also conduct nesting 
surveys of Ospreys.  Data collected from the surveys are 
used to determine their health. They also band young for 
future tracking; marking the birds helps track their travels 
from South Jersey in summer to as far as South America 
in winter.   
     “Ospreys continue to face many threats including 
pollution, habitat destruction, algae blooms, and 
illegal hunting.”   
     Ben mentioned that this summer’s big storm may 
have an impact on their population. The derecho hit 
June 30th, right in the middle of the nesting season and 
resulted in many chicks being blown out of their nests.  
Because of this severe storm, they are exploring 
changes in the design of the nesting platforms to see if 
they can make the nest area deeper.   
     Since Ospreys feed primarily on fish, they are good 
indicators of environmental health. Ben said evidence of 
this can be seen by the high levels of brominated flame 
retardants (BFR) found in Osprey. This chemical can be 
found in things like electronics, clothes, carpet and 
furniture and has been detected in a variety of fish. The 
presence of this chemical in Osprey, and other wildlife, is  
 

a cause for concern because of its bio-accumulative 
potential. 
     To illustrate the effects of pollution on Osprey, Ben 
showed a large transparent box they built to display 
trash that was collected while surveying the nests. Ben 
said while they always remove the trash that could 
entangle and kill the birds; including ribbon, string, and 
mono-filament, last year they decided to collect it. He 
added "I don’t think I’ve ever seen an Osprey nest 
without some kind of trash in it. The amount of trash we 
find is alarming.” A look into the box revealed all sorts of 
trash: bags, Styrofoam, Mylar balloons, ribbon, bottles, 
and even a soda can.  
     Ben was asked, “Why do Osprey select trash as 
nesting material?”  He responded that they don’t really 
know why, but that our best guess is that Ospreys collect 
nesting material from within view of their nest. Trash 
ends up in the same location as their nesting material, 
which is deposited during high tides around the higher 
portions of the marsh. Ben also offered an explanation 
as to why shiny plastics are often found in their nests, 
saying, “Since some birds can see further into the UV 
spectrum of light, these items may appear differently and 
be more attractive.” 
     Ben closed by saying that they are planning on 
installing a live HD camera on a nest inside Forsythe 
NWR in Oceanville. The live stream will be broadcast at 
the Visitor’s Center and online on their website. The 
camera will enable viewers to witness the reproductive 
cycle of Ospreys from courtship to when the young 
fledge. It is slated to go live in March 2013. 
     The Conserve Wildlife Foundation of NJ is a non-
profit organization dedicated to protecting New Jersey’s 
82 species of endangered and threatened wildlife and 
the habitats they rely on for survival. They accomplish 
this through research, conservation, management, 
education and outreach. 
     In partnership with the Endangered and Nongame 
Species Program, the Osprey Project is meant to help 
monitor, manage, and support New Jersey's Ospreys 
and their role in the ecosystem.  
     How you can help: Conserve Wildlife Foundation 
seeks private funding to install platforms and conduct 
educational presentations to help Osprey recovery in 
New Jersey. To find out how you can help, or for more 
information about Conserve Wildlife Foundation, please 
visit their website: www.conservewildlife.org. 

http://www.conservewildlife.org/
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                      Courtesy of ValleyWildlifeCare, CA 
 

Re-uniting More Orphan Owlets with Mom and Dad! 
This orphaned Great Horned owl baby was delivered to Valley Wildlife Care by animal 

control. When our volunteers examined him and discovered he was un-injured, at a great 
weight, healthy and on the verge of flying, we knew he should not be here with us. We 
called animal control and asked for the information on where this baby originated. 
     Many times, these babies take their first flight and end up on the ground. It’s a spooky 
place and they enter into a state of shock. Someone picks them up, thinking they need 
rescue… 
     We called the citizens who reported him to animal control, and they told us they back up 

to a golf course and they hear and see the owls every night. They told us that animal control advised them to just “bring 
the owl in.” This is why we ask that many animal shelters simply refer our contact number. 
     We took the baby back to the same place he was picked up by the animal control officer. Since the owl was above the 
age where he would still be in a nest (he would be “branching”), we walked him to a tree and set him on a limb. He walked 
the rest of the way up himself and we watched from a distance as one of its parents flew over to greet their baby. 
     If you think an animal might be orphaned or injured, please call a rehabber before picking it up. You could be 
kidnapping! {ED - see list of rehabbers in our area on page 15}. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

ALMOST ORPHANED  
An off-duty officer found an opossum staggering across a busy road, bleeding from its mouth and nose. It had been hit by 

a car. When brought in for examination, little feet and tails were protruding from the pouch. This opossum was a mom! 
     We went to work quickly, administering anti-inflammatory and fluids to the mom. Each baby (9 of them) was gently 
removed from the pouch and examined. Amazingly, aside from minor bruising, all survived the accident.  
     Mom is in severe condition and we believe she is suffering from blindness due to the impact. It may be temporary…or 
long term. She is resting in our ICU, cared for around the clock. We hope she will be able to continue raising her babies. 
UPDATE: Have you ever seen a marsupial nurse her babies? Now you have! 
     This is our car-hit mama opossum, doing much better. She has been diagnosed with a luxated jaw, upper mandible. 
The good news is she can eat soft foods and she will be able to undergo surgery once the babies are weaned. There is a 
20-30% chance her jaw will align properly on its own. We are hopeful! 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Jays and Flycatchers 
 

This blue beauty (left) is a Stellar 

jay, found sitting on a cabin deck. 
X-rays determined that it had 
broken coracoids (neck/shoulder 
bone), the cause of his inability to 
take flight. His prognosis is good, 
and he should be ready to return 
to the wild around Thanksgiving.  
 

This Pacific Slope Flycatcher 

(right) struck a window and initial 
attempts to stand sent him 
spinning in circles. He is now able 
to stand upright, perching and 
showing interest in small insects. 
He is on the road to recovery. 
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Birds Can See Web-inspired Ornilux Glass 

By Nancy Owano – www.Ornilux.com 
 

Birds can see web-inspired Ornilux glass (Phys.org) – A special type of 

glass that can prevent birds from flying into it has been put to use in the 
UK at a lookout tower off the north-east coast of England.  
     The special bird-stopping glass was inspired by nature’s own spiders 
and the webs they weave – in particular, the orb-weaver spider. The 
lookout tower at Lindisfarne has installed the special glass to protect the 
hundreds of species that flock to the island.  
     The human population witnesses a massive increase in bird 
population at certain times of the year. Authorities wanted to do 
something to avert the dangers of birds flying into glass. 
     About 300 species of birds can be found on the island at certain times 
of the year. In nature, the orb-weaver spider’s web reflects UV light that 

protects it from being destroyed by birds. The birds can see it and do not fly through. Similarly, the protective glass 
coating that is being used in the UK helps birds see the glass. Otherwise, they just see sky and landscape but are not 
aware of any glass barriers. The Ornilux glazing reflects ultraviolet light that they can see but humans cannot unless 
standing up close to the glass. The pattern looks like scattered sticks. Standing very close to the glass at a certain angle, 
the human eye can see the fine veins running through it and this is what the birds see if they fly near the tower. 
     The glass was tested at a flight tunnel at a US nature reserve, where the birds were encouraged to fly to the end of the 
facility, which was covered with two types of glass – one containing the special coating, the other without. A net was used 
and no birds were injured. The experiment suggested that the innovation would prevent birds flying into coated glass in 66 
to 68 percent of cases. 
     Even if a collision temporarily stuns a bird that soon flies off, scientists say that many times these birds die later from 
internal bleeding or hematomas, especially on the brain. 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---------------------------------- 
 

Common Mergansers by Dr. George Anast – Wisconsin 
 

The Common Merganser is a perennial summer visitor. Oddly, you rarely see 

more than one or two families, and they are not seen in the air often. The hens 
have large clutches, ten or twelve are common. Interestingly enough, they are 
very successful at raising their families. The ducks start out with ten or more 
and are lucky to raise five. Another one of those nature mysteries it would be 
fun to study.  
     The family group was up on a pier taking it easy. There are ten all together, 
and I'm sure this is one family. Mergansers feed on fish and are powerful divers 
and swimmers. They are considered, "fish ducks" and although they can be 
hunted, they are not considered table fare among the locals. 
     

 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

The Red-headed Woodpecker 
Photos by Earl Reinink and Jay Paredes 

 

Some species break the mold, and that’s true for this bird of the eastern and central 

United States. In a family known for hard knocks, this flamboyant creature spends 
much of its time on the wing, seizing insects in midair and sometimes wedging them 
into bark crevices to keep for later. They also hunt for insects on the ground and eat 
considerable amounts of fruit and seeds. They have a vegetarian streak, too, but the 
decline of chestnuts and beech trees in the last century has led to a serious decline in 

numbers of this gorgeous woodland bird known 
as the Red-headed woodpecker. 
     It is so boldly patterned it has been called a “flying checkerboard,” with an entirely 
crimson head, a snow-white body, and half white, half inky black wings. This 
magnificent species has declined severely in the past half-century because of habitat 
loss and changes to its food supply. 
     They live in pine savannahs and other open forests with clear under-stories, open 
pine plantations, tree-rows in agricultural areas and standing timber in beaver 
swamps and other wetlands. 
     Their raspy calls are shriller and scratchier than the Red-bellied woodpecker 
(which are sometimes confused with the Red-headed). 

http://www.ornilux.com/
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Images from Texas coastal trip April 2011 
By AAS member, Joe Delesantro 

 

I've put together a small collection of images from my trip with my brother in 2011. This 
was a coastal trip from Sabine to Brownsville and then along the Rio Grande River until 
the Falcon Dam area. Enjoy the pictures and consider joining the club in April 2013 
when we plan to explore some of these areas again. We especially would like to visit 
High Island for migrants, Aransas, Anahuac and other National Wildlife Refuges and 
Goose Island State Park. If you are interested send me an email at 
byrder2002@gmail.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Far left: Kiskadee 
 

Above & Left: 

Roseate Spoonbills 

             Painted Bunting                                                 Sora                                                  Green Jay 

Above: Roadrunner 
 

Left: Ruddy Duck 

Above:  

Black-necked Stilt 
 
 

Far Left: Terns 
 

Left: Chachalacas 

mailto:byrder2002@gmail.com
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Backyard Birds 
 

AAS members (and sisters-in-law), Kathleen Rosenau of Dover, New Hampshire and  
Justine Brady of West Chester, PA corroborated on this presentation. 

 
<<< Kathleen 
snapped the 
photo of this 

Baltimore 
oriole and  

Justine used it 
as a subject for 

one of her 
paintings - see 

more of 
Justine’s 

paintings and 
backyard 

discoveries on 
page 12. >>> 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

Kathleen’s Backyard at night… 
 

Birds weren’t the only critters at the 
feeders! 

 
Raccoon and possum photos  

were taken with a  
night vision camera. 

 
 

 
 

Kathleen’s Backyard 
during the day… 

 

Immature  
Cooper’s hawk  

watching for a meal 
and 

sleeping Barred owl 
 
 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Making your Own Bird Cakes with Yogurt Cups and Oranges (Anonymous) 

 

Ingredients: Bird seed; cranberries, raisins; peanuts; grated cheese; suet or lard 
      
1. Carefully make a small hole in the bottom of an empty yogurt pot. Thread string through hole 
and tie a knot on the inside. Leave enough string so that you can 
tie the pot to a tree. 
2. Hollow out a few oranges and tie 3 pieces of string through 

them (note photo), also leaving enough string to tie to a tree. 
3. Allow the lard to warm up to room temperature, but don’t melt it. Then cut it up into 
small pieces and put it in the mixing bowl. 
4. Add the other ingredients to the bowl and mix them together with your finger tips. Keep 
adding the seed/raisin/cheese mixture until the fat holds it all together. 
5. Fill yogurt pots and orange cups with bird cake mixture and put in fridge to set for an 
hour or so. Then, hang cakes from trees or bird table and watch the birds devour them!  
6. Or…you can purchase one already make up, like AAS member, Kathleen 
Rosenau did (right). 
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Birds & Animals from Around the World 

Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA. - Web Site: www.lounewmanphotography.com 

 
 

Magellanic Penguins, Chili  
“Take That!” 

Sun Bittern, Costa Rica  
“Winging it!” 

Cattle Egrets, FL – “Territorial Dispute” 
 

(Breeding plumage) 

Striped Owl, Pantanal, Brazil 
 

“Whooo’s there?” 

Lilac-breasted Roller, Kenya 
 

“Roller Delicacy” 

Tricolored Heron, FL 
 

“Almost missed it!” 

Sandhill Cranes, FL 
 

“Sunrise 

Silhouettes” 

Lake Blue Cypress, FL – “Stormy Morn” 

Least Tern Chjck, FL – “Joie de Vivre” 

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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Birds & Animals from Around the World – (continued) 
Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, Florida, USA. - Web Site: 

www.lounewmanphotography.com 
 
 
 

 

             Arctic Fox          “The Pounce”                                           “Who, Me?” 

 
Brown Bear 

“In your Face!” 
 

Gerenuks 
“Danger – Quickly” 

 

Brown Bears 
“Fight” 

 

Leopard 
“Firm Grip” 

 
 

Mama Walrus, Son & Baby 

            Courting Sandwich Terns                            Black-collared Hawk                                  Black Skimmer    

http://www.lounewmanphotography.com/
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More of AAS member, Justine Brady’s Paintings 

Backyard Discoveries - Mushrooms -- “Lily Pad” – and Baby Bluebirds 
West Chester, PA 

 

<<<<   Wrens at Play   >>>> 
and 

Bald Eagle 
(Eagle Crewel Work on Painted Background) 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
-------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Bluebird Family – babies were everywhere, having fun and learning the ropes! 

 
 

Have you 
ever  

seen a 
mushroom 

this big? 

It "appears" to be a  

water lily!  
 
Look closely and you will see that 
the stone frog is resting on an old 
tree stump that looks just like the 

top of a water lily. 
 

 
The pink mushroom 

growing on the stump 
looks like a spouted flower 

 on the “lily”. 
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FINCH PERSONALITIES ‘SHOWN BY HEAD COLOUR’  
By Michelle Warwicker – Courtesy of BBC Nature 

www.bbc.co.uk/nature  
 

Head color signals behavioral tactics in birds.  
In Gouldian finches, the Red-headed are more aggressive, while Black-headed are bolder and take more risks. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

BETTER LOOKING BIRDS - MORE HELP AT HOME WITH CHICKS 
By Katharina Mahr, Matteo Griggio, Michela Granatiero and Herbert Hoi 

Courtesy of BioMed Central – From Frontiers in Zoology 

www.biomedcentral.com/presscenter/pressreleases/20120625 
 

In choosing a mate, both males and females rely on visual cues to determine which 
potential partner will supply the best genes, best nesting site, best territory, and 
best parenting skills. Ornamentation plays an important role in competition, as well 
as signaling potential reproductive success. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE BANANAQUIT OR SUGAR BIRD 
 

Range extends from southeastern Mexico through most of the Caribbean and 
south to northeastern Argentina. They are also established in Florida. 
 

http://blogs.thatpetplace.com/thatbirdblog/2012/07/31/the-bananaquit-or-sugar-
bird-natural-history-and-captive-care/ 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------ 

 

NEW BIRD SPECIES DISCOVERED IN PERU 
Photo of Sira Barbet by Michael G. Harvey 

 

Cornell Labs, Ithaca, NH – A colorful, fruit-eating bird with a black mask, pale 
belly, and scarlet breast – never before described by science – has been 
discovered and named by Cornell University graduates following an expedition 
to the remote Peruvian Andes. The Sira Barbet (Capito fitzpatricki) is described 
in a paper published in the July 2012 issue of The Auk, the official publication of 
the American Ornithologists’ Union. 

http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=8feb260599&e=12cd1c324c 
 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
 

A FEW HOLIDAY GIFT 
IDEAS  

FROM CORNELL LABS:  
Photo of Secretary bird  

by Bill Gunderson 
Red crossbill photo by Tony Varela 

 

This fall, the Birds-of-Paradise 
Project will go public with a 

gorgeous coffee-table book co-
published by National Geographic and the Cornell Lab (available for preorder savings of $10) 

http://www.sapsuckerwoods.com/product_p/12221.htm?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-
Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email 

 

Save a Songbird with Our Guide to Sustainable Coffee Labels 
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/roundrobin/2012/10/09/making-sense-of-coffee-labels-shade-grown-organic-fair-trade-bird-

friendl/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/nature
http://www.biomedcentral.com/presscenter/pressreleases/20120625
http://blogs.thatpetplace.com/thatbirdblog/2012/07/31/the-bananaquit-or-sugar-bird-natural-history-and-captive-care/
http://blogs.thatpetplace.com/thatbirdblog/2012/07/31/the-bananaquit-or-sugar-bird-natural-history-and-captive-care/
http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=8feb260599&e=12cd1c324c
http://www.sapsuckerwoods.com/product_p/12221.htm?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email
http://www.sapsuckerwoods.com/product_p/12221.htm?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/roundrobin/2012/10/09/making-sense-of-coffee-labels-shade-grown-organic-fair-trade-bird-friendl/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/roundrobin/2012/10/09/making-sense-of-coffee-labels-shade-grown-organic-fair-trade-bird-friendl/?utm_source=Cornell+Lab+eNews&utm_campaign=5d401e6c4b-Cornell_Lab_eNews_2012_10_11&utm_medium=email
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Purple Martin Banding at the Refuge  

By AAS member, Donna Henry (Photo: young volunteer, Tatum Henry) 
 

Purple martins, a migratory songbird, are the largest member of the swallow family in North America. 
These fascinating birds are prized for their beauty as well as their insect eating capabilities. Eating 
only flying insects, they are “aerial insectivores,” catching dragonflies and other insects in midflight. 
They winter in South America and come to North America in early spring to breed and raise their 
young. However, they are entirely dependent upon humans for their housing east of the Rockies. 
Because they are dependent, many people have become Purple martin landlords.   Purple martin 
landlords increase the martin’s population by helping start a new colony to attract and raise as many 
martins as they can. What is required of the Purple martin landlord? 
     Erecting a Purple martin house and performing weekly house checks to maintain the health of the 
occupants. These special birds have learned over the years that living close to humans offers them 
protection from natural predators. They have developed a strong attachment or “site tenacity” to their 
homes. Once established and given careful management, these birds will return year after year to 
their Purple martin house. 
 

Thursday, July 5th was banding day for the Purple martin chicks at the Edwin B. 

Forsythe NWR. Licensed bander, Allen Jackson, Forsythe nest landlords and some 
of the nest monitors, Joy and Jim Steet, Maggie Swetkoff, Sandy Swain, Debbie 
Conrad, Mary Lenahan and Bill Reinert, along with the assistance of several 
enthusiastic children, arrived early in the morning to band the chicks.  
     As I arrived with my children, it was obvious that the operation was in progress, 
the gourd racks had been lowered and the skies above them were filled with martins 
darting all about; they resembled little boomerangs.    
     Nest monitors, some equipped with clipboards and pens in hand, were recording 
data, while others reached into the gourds to retrieve the chicks. Gourd by gourd, 
the chicks were quickly and gently removed and placed into a bucket draped with a 
towel. The towel helps assure that the older, more active chicks remained calm in 
the bucket during transport to Allen’s banding station.  
     One by one, Allen removed the chicks from the bucket, one leg receiving a silver 
Federal ID band and the other a purple colored leg band designated with a NJ and a 
letter/number combination. I was amazed at his speed and agility of the banding; 
although it appeared to be a delicate operation, he moved easily from one chick to 
the next.  The entire operation was of sorts, a well rehearsed assembly line. Just as 
one "bucket o’ birds" was quickly being returned back to their gourd, Allen was 
receiving the next. The banded chicks were returned to their gourd as quickly and 
gently as they had been removed.   
     In all, 202 martins were banded at Forsythe that hot, summer day. Banding birds 
allows scientists to study bird population trends, migratory patterns, how long birds 
live, their life history, and other useful information.  
     Joy and Jim Steet had helped coordinate and organize the monitoring of the Purple martin colony for many years. 
Monitors ready the nests in April by putting straw in each gourd, and then wait for clues that the birds have begun nesting. 
This usually occurs in late April and Early May. The nests are then monitored every week until the birds are banded; each 
team of volunteers lowers the nests and records data. The eggs were counted and chicks were monitored for growth. It is  
                                           also important to monitor the nests to make sure European House sparrows or   
                     Starlings don't take up residence. These aggressive birds chase off  
        Purple martins and have been known to kill martin chicks and 

poke holes in Purple martin eggs.  Sparrows will also build very 
large nests on top top of martin nests, if given the 

opportunity.     
     Allen Jackson coordinates the banding program for 
martins in NJ which helps provide biological 
information for the Purple Martin Conservation 
Association. Citizens United to Protect the Maurice 
River and its Tributaries has paid for the colored leg 
bands which has kept the banding program ongoing 
for many years. The program includes over 70 

different sites throughout Atlantic, Cape May, 
Cumberland, Gloucester, and Salem Counties. Allen 

and his team banded 5,853 martins this year. 
     If anyone is interesting in volunteering for the Purple 

Martin Monitoring Program, please contact Forsythe 
Volunteer Coordinator Sandy Perchetti, at: 

 sandy_perchetti@fws.gov for more information. 

mailto:sandy_perchetti@fws.gov
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                              Deadlines 
                     SPRING February 1

st
  ISSUE 

 

                     Large articles & photos by January 1
st

  
 

Small announcements, additions or changes by January 30
th

  

 
 
When submitting articles or photographs that have been printed elsewhere, 
                 PLEASE ask permission from the author before submitting. 

 

Send to: donnaSL8@@verizon.net - or Mail to: 

Donna Sleight, 719 Falcon Crest Court, Galloway, NJ 08205 - Phone: (609) 377-5796 
 

PHOTOS & ARTICLES PRESENTED FOR FUTURE PUBLICATION: Editor reserves the right to crop all photos and edit all 
articles submitted for publication according to space limitations (unless otherwise requested). 
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OFFICERS: 

(609) numbers 
 
 

President: Becky Hedden   384-4599 
Vice-President: Joe Delesantro  625-8731 
Secretary: Lee Ellenberg   927-5720 

Treasurer: Janice Weisgerber   748-0842 
 
 

DIRECTORS:  
John Black 456-6743 
Donna Henry 226-0804 
Charlie Herlands 965-3611 
Roz Herlands 965-3611 
Mary Lenahan 335-7938 
 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS:  
Adopt-a-Road: Drosera Avenue  
   Kathy & John Peterson     965-5748 

Adopt-a-Road: Great Creek Road 
   Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
Audubon Adventures: Betsy Griffiths 652-1860 
Bird-a-thon (World Series of Birding): 
   Kris Arcuri 641-6578 
   Kevin Lippert 652-2367 
Conservation & Grants: Gaylord Inman  645-1470 

Education: Kris Arcuri  641-6578 

Field Trips: Joe Delesantro 625-8731 
Finance: Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Hospitality: Gerrie Satz 485-0754 
Membership: Gaylord Inman 645-1470 
                      Donna Sleight 377-5796 

Newsletter Editor: Donna Sleight  377-5796 

Programs: Becky Hedden                      384-4599 

Publicity: Edna Schaffler 978-0316 
Refuge News: Ed Bristow  641-4671 
Scholarships: Betsy Griffiths  652-1860 
Web Master: Maurice Tremblay  266-4672 
 

EMERGENCY Wildlife Contacts: 
 

Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge 
4 Sawmill Road, Medford, NJ 

(856) 983-3329 ext. 106 
http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html 

 
Tri-State Bird Rescue 

110 Possum Hollow Road, Newark, DE 
(302) 737-9543 – 9:00 am to 5:00 pm 

 
Toms River Avian Care - (732) 255-9270 
1916 Kenilworth Court, Toms River, NJ 

 
Wildlife Aide, Atlantic County area: (609) 927-0538 

Beatrice Stowe, Cumberland County area: 
(856) 765-3467 

Freedom Center, Burlington County area: 
(856) 366-4114 

 
To report a marine stranding (NO Birds): 

Marine Mammal Stranding Center - (609) 266-0538 
3625 Brigantine Blvd., Brigantine, NJ 

 
Dead Birds (crows & jays): 
Division of Public Health 

(609) 645-5971 
 

Additional info: 
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm 

 
NATURALIST: Mike O’Brien - (215) 726-0297 

(AAS member welcomes questions and calls to talk 
about birds and wildlife.) 

 

From AAS 
member, Justine 

Brady 

mailto:DonnaSleight@verizon.net
http://www.atlanticaudubon.org/
http://www.cedarrun.org/contact.html
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/rehablst.htm


 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

                     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATE:________________                                             
Atlantic Audubon Society MEMBERSHIP and RENEWAL Application 

 
 (I understand that ALL my dues will support local chapter goals and activities.) 

 

As a member, The Atlantic Currents color newsletter is available to you by email. 
To begin receiving your free issues of Atlantic Currents, please PRINT your email address below. 

 
************************************************************************************************** 

Membership: (     ) $20 One Year       (     ) $15 Students/Seniors 
 

Please make check out to Atlantic Audubon Society - Mail check and membership form to: 
Atlantic Audubon Society - PO Box 63 - ATT: Membership Committee - Absecon, NJ 08201 

 
**Please Print Information** 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________ 
 
Phone: _______________________ * Email: _____________________________________ 

                                                                              (Required to receive our PDF newsletter) 
 

Are you interested in helping with a committee or a board position?   YES (     ) NO (     ) 
 
What are some of your interests? _____________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

To keep your newsletters 
arriving without 

interruption, please do not 
forget to keep your contact 

information up-to-date! 
 

This includes changes of: 
Address 

Phone Number 
Email 

 

Email changes to: 
donnaSL8@verizon.net 

OR 
AASocietyNews@verizon.net 

OR Call: 
(609) 377-5796 

 
Please keep your membership 
current by sending renewals to 

address on application. 
 THANK YOU! 

 

mailto:donnaSL8@verizon.net
mailto:AASocietyNews@verizon.net

