
 

 

 

     
                     

NEW! JULY & AUGUST added to our General Meeting months! 
 

Programs held in Galloway Library on Jimmy Leeds Road, 
Galloway Township - 7:30 pm, on 4th Wednesday of:  
Sept., Oct., Jan., Feb., Mar., Apr., May, July, & Aug. 

 Light refreshments served 
Please feel welcome to bring your own coffee/soda/water 


Donation – submitted by Gaylord Inman

The Atlantic City Little Garden Club has sent AAS a 
check for $500 to use in any manner we 

choose. Many, many thanks! 


 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS: 
 

February 24: Phil Broder from the Wetlands Institute in Stone 
Harbor will present a program called "Sex in the sea."  Exploring 
the lives of sea creatures.  For Adults Only.  
March 24: Stockton professor Jack Connor will speak about 
South Jersey butterflies. 
April 28: TBA – please check our website in April. 

www.freewebs.com/atlanticaudubonsociety 

 
 
 

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS: 
 

February 21: Sunday – Cumberland/Salem County Winter 

Birding – More info TBA – Gerrie Satz & Janice Weisgerber lead 
March 6: Saturday – 9:00 am – Barnegat Light Trip – Meet at 

GSP rest GSP on Jim Leeds Rd – Lighthouse at 10:00 am – 
Atlantic Audubon will join Southern Ocean Birding Group 
April 17: Saturday – 8:00 am – Burlington Trip – Meet at 

Hamilton Mall Sears parking lot at 8:00 am – More info TBA 
April 25 - May 1: Trip to Tucson, Arizona – More info TBA 

 


Register now for online bird behavior course  
Next session begins February 17, 2010 

 

Ithaca, NY— the next five-week 
session for the new online course 
offered by the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology begins February 17, 2010. 
The goal of “Investigating Behavior: 
Courtship and Rivalry in Birds” is to 

help people learn how to observe and 
interpret behavior and communication 
among birds. A basic principle of bird 
behavior is explored each week using 

multimedia and interactive activities, guided by an instructor. 
     Course size is limited. To enroll or purchase as a gift, visit 
www.ecornell.com/birds where a video further describes course 
content. The cost of the course is $295 ($255 for Cornell Lab 
members) with a $30 registration fee. To receive the Cornell Lab 
member discount, sign up toll-free at (866) 326-7635. 

Course Information: Megan Whitman, (607) 254-2121 

mlw57@cornell.edu 
Photo: American Robins by Sarah Ellis © Cornell Lab of Ornithology 

 

 

In Memory Of 
Margery Hicks Tremblay 

 

It is with great sadness that Atlantic 
Audubon has lost one of its treasured 
members. Margery passed away on 
January 8, 2010. 
    She was the wife of our webmaster, Maurice Tremblay, 
and was a faithful and constant writer for our newsletter. 
     Margery was an avid painter, as well as a gifted 
journalist, often using her illustrations with her stories. Her 
love for animals, birds, and nature itself can be seen in her 
paintings. We are so thankful for all her contributions and 
will miss her. 



 
 

Atlantic Audubon Conservation Committee Report 

 Gaylord Inman, Conservation Committee Chairman 
 

Projects that appear to be beyond the scope of the Open Space 
Acts (Local, State, Federal) were discussed. A plan is being 
developed to help Atlantic Audubon Society address those 
concerns. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS – Ed Bristow 

 

The results of the Oceanville and Marmora counts were mixed 

this year due to weather problems (Oceanville) and lower than 
usual numbers of counters (both).  Oceanville was scheduled for 
Dec. 19

th
, but was cancelled due to the snow storm, and re-

scheduled for Jan. 1st.  As a result, only12 people were able to 
search an area that is normally done by some 25 or so.  
Marmora went from some 17-20 counters to 11. Results for 
Oceanville were 125 species and the Marmora group found 
some 81 species. For more complete information, check the 
National Audubon website. 
  

REFUGE NEWS – Ed Bristow 

 

The new Visitor Contact Station is slowly progressing to 

completion.  Mostly minor and clean-ups of small details remain.  
New pathways lead to the Center and parking has changed 
slightly. A new outside restroom is now located just west of the 
old one, which may be re-cycled into a storage area. Also 
coming is a new "Outdoor Adventure Area" for kids, to be located 
in the old picnic area. Walkways from the new building lead 
down to the new boardwalk and eco-trail, with a side track 
leading down to the road toward Gull Pond. Grand opening will 
probably be in March, although no date has yet been set. 
     Hot bird of the month has been a Goshawk seen along the 
south dike. Two-way traffic is in effect on the wildlife drive 
pending repair of road damage on the back part of the loop due 
to the heavy rainstorms of recent weeks.   
     Want to honor or memorialize some? Ask about making a 
donation for a plank in the boardwalk. Details available in 
headquarters building and info racks in the old restroom hallway. 

NEWSLETTER of the ATLANTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY         SPRING  2010 
                 (Osprey Image courtesy of Dr. Lou Newman) 

 
 

http://www.freewebs.com/atlanticaudubonsociety
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu%2f&srcid=15099&srctid=1&erid=1654560
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu%2f&srcid=15099&srctid=1&erid=1654560
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ecornell.com%2fbirds+&srcid=15099&srctid=1&erid=1654560
mailto:mlw57@cornell.edu
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Presidential Message
by Gaylord Inman 

 

I hope you enjoyed your holidays and that you all prosper in your 

own way in 2010. 
     The holidays were perfect for me and my family. I even had 
time to visit a ghetto in Indianapolis which gave me a slight edge 
on life's perspectives. That, compared to reading about two of 
our members doing what they enjoy, as well as making a small 
contribution to the environment was great.  
     Then I read another article with a picture better than 1000 
words showing the contrast between natural and man-made 
environment in the Barnegat Bay area. 
     How different is each situation? How are we to know what will 
exist 100 or 1000 years from now and what can we do about it?  
     The ghetto will be gone in 100 years. Perhaps a nice park will 
be in its place. Two people who love the environment may be 
there with scopes set up watching birdlife.  
     The contrasting areas of environment and development 
around Barnegat Bay will still be there in 100 years, but it is a 
good prediction that the developed area will be in worse shape 
than the visited ghetto was in early 2010. 

     With even a little 
protection, the 
resiliency of such a 
complicated ecosystem 
as the Barnegat Bay 
area will remain. It may 
be a well functioning 
ecosystem again in 
1000 years. None of us 
will know, and that is 
unfortunate. 
   Most certainly, I have 
always encouraged 
members to enjoy 
themselves as that is 
important and well deserved in most cases. But you should also 
think about what people do now, and that is develop New Year's 
resolutions! Just make a few and strive to keep at least one! In 
most cases I predict that we will all benefit to a tiny degree from 

most of them!  
Photo: Eastern Kingbird by L. James Meyers

 
 

JANUARY 27 Meeting: Michael Hogan, Fine Art 
Photographer, presented a program about the New Jersey 
Conservation Foundation's Franklin Parker Preserve and 
his ongoing stream assessment project with the South 
Jersey Land and Water Trust and the Rutgers Water 
Resources Program. 
     The coffee-table book, Natural Wonders of the Jersey 
Pines and Shore, written by the late Robert A. Peterson 
and photographed largely by South Jersey 
conservationist, Michael A. Hogan, is a compendium of all 
that's subtle, sublime and sweeping about South Jersey's 
landscape.  
     Natural Wonders of the Jersey Pines and Shore (2005/ 
312 pp/hardcover - Book with reviews can be seen at: 
 http://www.hoganphoto.com/natural_wonders_of_the_jer
sey_pines_and_shore.htm 
  

Signed copies can be purchased for $56.00 which includes NJ sales tax and shipping at: www.hoganphoto.com 
Photos of Wading Water Lilies and Red headed Woodpecker Pair by Michael Hogan 

 
 

Sand hill Crane Migration Focus of 40th Annual Rivers and Wildlife Celebration 
by Kevin Poague, Audubon Nebraska 

The 40
th

 annual Rivers and Wildlife Celebration will be held 

March 18-21, 2010, in Kearney, 
Nebraska. Organized by Audubon 
Nebraska and the Nebraska Bird 
Partnership, the conference gathers 
together nature enthusiasts from across 
the county to witness the migration of 
over half a million sand hill cranes and 
millions of waterfowl and other birds 
through central Nebraska. Events include 
guided field trips, a photography 
workshop, a family fun room, and daily 
visits to river blinds operated by 
Audubon’s Rowe Sanctuary for up-close 
views of cranes roosting on the Platte 
River. 
     Local and national speakers will present information on a 
variety of wildlife and conservation topics. Main speakers are 
Scott Weidensaul, author of more than two dozen natural history 
books, including Living on the Wind: Across the Hemisphere with 

Migratory Birds, a Pulitzer Prize finalist; Mike Forsberg, nature 
photographer and author of Great 
Plains: America’s Lingering Wild; 

Ron Klataske, executive director of 
Audubon of Kansas; and Chris 
Wood, eBird Project Leader, Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology. More than 
twenty local environmental 
organizations will have information 
booths and free hands-on activities 
on Saturday for families. 
     The celebration is open to the 
general public. Registration 
materials can be found at 
www.nebraska.audubon.org. Or 
contact Audubon Nebraska to be put 

on the mailing list: Nebraska@audubon.org; 402/797-2301. 
Rowe Sanctuary has information about viewing the sand hill 
crane migration, 308/468-5282; www.rowesanctuary.org. 

http://www.hoganphoto.com/natural_wonders_of_the_jersey_pines_and_shore.htm
http://www.hoganphoto.com/natural_wonders_of_the_jersey_pines_and_shore.htm
http://www.hoganphoto.com/
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MALE IN ABSECON, NJ 
by L. James Meyer (Nikon d300, nikkor 600mm f/4) 

(Photo taken in Ed Goldman’s back yard) 
 

The difference between probable and implausible can be 

measured…and measured occasionally in miles. That was pretty much 
what was running through my head when Ed, one of the regulars at the 
local breakfast cafe, walked up to my table and said:  ―James, I have a 
Painted Bunting at my backyard feeder…saw it yesterday.‖ Probable?  
Yeah, if we were sitting in southern Georgia - but we were about 950 
miles north of there. So, plausible?  – Nah, this is the middle of 
January!!! 
     Ed then pulled out a photograph; a really bad photograph with a tiny 
little dot that he said was the bird at his feeder. Well that fuzzy little blur 
was mighty colorful; could this guy actually have a Painted Bunting in 
his yard, here in Absecon, New Jersey? The photo, I had to admit, was 
mighty suggestive! Suddenly 950 miles didn’t seem all that far away and 

implausible turned quickly into probable. 
     I spent the next four days shivering in Ed’s driveway without seeing anything that even remotely resembled a bird, let 
alone a bunting. As much as I wanted to see this live bird, it was just way too cold to continue standing out there. I gave 
up. Over the next few months, Ed would give me updates: ―Haven’t seen that bird since I last told you about it.‖ Then, in 
the spring, he told me: ―That bird showed up for one day, but I haven’t seen it since.‖ 
     Near the end of October I got an email – ―IT’S BACK!!!‖ And this time, luck was on my side. I spent six or so days 
standing outside of Ed’s Absecon home before this rainbow-colored bird suddenly landed 10 yards away from me. Over 
the next 15 minutes, I was able observe and photograph this bird eating, drinking, and finally bathing in Ed’s birdbath 
before it disappeared into the thickets.   
     And what did I learn? Well, the next time someone tells me that they’ve 
got an odd little bird hanging out at their feeder, I’m going to head over there 
and have a look for myself! 

 
 

 
 

 
"BirdsEye" Guides You to the Birds 

Application helps bird watchers see more birds 
 

Charlottesville, VA & Ithaca, NY: ―BirdsEye is the best 
invention for birding since binoculars,‖ says Kenn Kaufman, renowned birder, author of the Kaufman Field Guide to Birds of North 
America and team member of a partnership that has created BirdsEye, a new birding app for the iPhone® and iPod touch®. ―It’s like 
having thousands of local birding experts in your pocket,‖ Kaufman says. The application was developed by Birds in the Hand, LLC, of 
Virginia, and brings together content from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, the Academy of Natural Sciences, and Kaufman. BirdsEye is 

now available on the App Store℠ 

     If you are in search of a particular bird, BirdsEye will show you where it has been observed, and even give you directions. If you are 
new to birding or an experienced birder who is on the road, BirdsEye will give you a list of birds seen nearby and a map of birding 
hotspots for any location in North America (the contiguous 48 states, Canada, and Alaska). The application includes images and audio 
for the 470 species most frequently observed in North America. Additional content is available for more elusive birds—for a total of 847 
species. Bird sounds come from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Macaulay Library archive, the largest collection of bird and animal 
sounds in the world. Images are from the VIREO collection at the Academy of Natural Sciences. Acclaimed birder and author Kenn 
Kaufman wrote text for each species account—with a specific goal in mind. 
     Portions of BirdsEye sales go back to the Cornell Lab of Ornithology to help support its research, education, and citizen science 
projects focused on birds, and to the Academy of Natural Sciences to support VIREO, the world’s largest collection of bird photographs. 
BirdsEye: www.getbirdseye.com -- iTunes App Store: http://itunes.com/app/birdseye -- Cornell Lab of Ornithology: 
www.birds.cornell.edu -- eBird: www.ebird.org 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu%2f&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ansp.org%2f&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.kknature.com%2f&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fitunes.com%2fapp%2fbirdseye&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.macaulaylibrary.org%2f&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fvireo.acnatsci.org%2f&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.getbirdseye.com%2f&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.itunes.com%2fapp%2fbirdseye&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu%2f&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ebird.org&srcid=14947&srctid=1&erid=1632275
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         Collared Peccary (Javelina)                                      Texas Bobcat                                              Texas Coyote 
 

Trip to Texas, September, 2009 – by Dr. Louis Newman:  

Photographing wildlife unique to Mexico and south Texas was the highlight of this trip for me.  Most of the images were taken 

in wildlife refuges along the Rio Grande River as it nears the Gulf of Mexico. Images by Lou Newman, Sarasota, FL, Sept. 2009. 

 

                  Red-crowned Parrot                                    Golden-fronted Woodpecker                                White-tailed Kite 

 
                       Pyrrhuloxia                                                      Plain Chachalaca                                                 Green Kingfisher                                                                                        

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                    Green Jay                                                       Broad-winged Hawk                                                   Green Parakeet 
 

KETTLING: My birding friend Rick Greenspun and I made the trek to south Texas the last few days of September so we could 
see some of the two million Broad-winged Hawks making their fall migration. Most of them fly over the southeastern corner of 
Texas on their way south, and they are way up there in the sky. Most people never even notice them. “Kettle” is the term 
birdwatchers use to describe a group of birds wheeling and circling in the air. When hawks are “kettling,” hundreds to 
thousands of birds are circling upward in the same thermal updraft. When they reach the top of the thermal they “stream” out 
in a long glide until they reach the next thermal. They repeat this process over and over, utilizing the air currents and 
conserving their energy, resulting in a very efficient method of migrating. When the birds number in the thousands, the birds 
wheeling upward in the thermal look like a tornado or a boiling cauldron.  On September 29

th
 Rick saw a kettle of over 100,000 

hawks streaming out. They extended from horizon to horizon for almost 20 minutes. Broad-wing hawk image by Rick Greenspun 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Birdwatching


SPRING 2010                                                           ATLANTIC CURRENTS                                                                      5    
 

The Brown Creeper - By Joan Ross 

   

The "Brown Creeper," such a comical name, but a typical name for this unusual bird! Looking out 

my window admiring the work we did in the yard, I saw this creature, tiny in size, actually 
''creeping" and spiraling around the tree. At first I thought it was the red-headed woodpecker that 
visits from time to time, but it seemed a little too small. Then I thought it was a squirrel, known for 
running around the bark of a tree and hanging upside down. In a nearby drawer, I pulled out my 
binoculars to zoom in on this peculiar sight. It was a bird never seen in my yard before, and 
curious, I looked up the description of the bird in my handy bird book and read, "Brown Creeper," 
also known as, "The American Tree Creeper." 
      It is a small song bird with a mottled brown back that blends in with the tree bark as it climbs. 
This little bird stays flattened against the bark, camouflaged. It has a white breast and a belly that 
fades to tan down toward the vent. Its eyes have a white line above them, its rump is reddish 

brown, and its body thin and curved. Each wing has a bold, buff band that can be seen from above and below flight. As it flies, it looks 
like a flutter of a brown and tan leaf whirling through the air, being blown by the wind. They are only about 5 to 5.75 inches in length 
with a wingspan of seven to eight inches. Weights range from 0.25 to 0.33 an ounce! Such a petite bird! The tail is long and stiff and 
helps with support while climbing, defying the law of gravitation. It starts at the base of the tree and climbs upwards, sometimes 
climbing downward. Their long, down-curved bill, makes feasting easy for them. Though they don't usually eat off the ground, in the 
winter they will snack on seeds, nuts, peanut butter and suet if left in the bark of a tree. In migration they rarely sing, but on nesting 
grounds, they utter a high-pitched song, a shriek in the air, "Zi-i-i-it!" 
     Brown Creepers reside mostly in Canada, the Northeast U.S., the Appalachians, the Great Lakes area, and the mountains of the 
West. Some birds do migrate southward in the winter, however, they also spill out into forested habitats across the U.S. They are 
solitary birds outside the breeding area, but when mating occurs, they pair up. Their breeding period is from mid-May to mid-June. They 
prefer dying trees for nesting and large, live trees for foraging. They suspend hammock-like nests within a tree cavity that are built 15 
feet above the ground, consisting of moss, grasses, loose twigs, lined with fine bark and feathers. Both male and female take part in 
this responsibility. While nesting, the female Brown Creeper makes a partial cup nest under a piece of bark detached from the tree or in 
a small cavity. She lays about 3-7 eggs and the incubation period is 2 weeks. Her eggs are spotted brown and the young chicks leave 
the nest at only two weeks of age and fly weakly, but can climb well.  
     Our yard looks great with the added attraction of the various birds flying in and out. The dead pine tree that would have been 
removed, now serves as a place for the brown creeper. All the loose bark falling to the ground, twigs mounted in piles, and the 
imperfection of the bark with cavities, this tree has become a home to such an exceptional bird. While the Brown Creeper nests in its 
hammock enjoying the view, I rest in mine, enjoying my view of watching IT!  
  
Works Cited: Baughman, Mel National Geographic, Field Guide to birds of New Jersey, Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2005; Colorado 
Division of Wildlife "Brown Creeper" 2008; Wildlife.state.co.us/wildlifespecis/Brown creeper; Hejl, S.J. "Brown Creeper" Cornell Lab of Ornithology 1996; 
Retrieved from the Birds of North America online. http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bns/species/669 

 

 

By the late Margery Hicks (Photo by Maurice Tremblay) 

All summer long I have seen at various times, deceased little 

critters and dead deer along the side of the road. 
     Even though the deer do so much damage throughout the 
year, they are still creatures of God. They roam our pastures 
and are seen up in the big hay fields. 
     Last month, we were delighted to see three does with twin 
fawns by their sides and with a large buck overseeing the herd. 
It was such a beautiful sight, oh, to have had film in my 
camera. I think of the quotation, "Let my eyes take the time to 
see all the beauty in nature." 
     Even when four fawns were in our garden several weeks 
ago, eating no less, marigold plants, they were fun to watch. 
They played like curious children, hopping up and down our 
stone fence. When I called to them, they stopped, looked up 
and stood in their tracks as if to say, "Who are you?" 
     When I went out in the yard, they scrambled up over the big 
fence to the safety of the big field and heavy brush beyond. 

     In the past week, I have seen a lone fawn grazing without a 
doe or another deer in sight. The fawn has been eating tender 
blades of grass, and nibbling downed apples in our neighbor's 
yards and always by herself. 
     I was amazed at the beauty of this creature; a light golden 
brown with white flecks on her back and its little legs so fine 
and trim. 
     Last week on the side of the main road, there laid the dead 
fawn; its neck was broken, lying hideously twisted to one side. 
     I felt great sadness for the youngster that just did not have a 
chance to live, and knowing full well the damage that must 
have occurred to the vehicle that hit it during the night, or early 
in the morning. 

 
 

WOODPECKER FACTS 
 

Woodpeckers are strange birds banging their heads against 
trees, making horrendous noises. Their tongue has a bone 
which is an extension of the hyoid bone found in many 
animals. It is quite long, in order to dip into trees and extract 
insects. Some have sticky or barbed ends on the tongue to 
grab more insects. In some species, the tongue starts in the 
throat and grows up under the jaw, loops through the bird’s 
sinuses, out one nostril, wraps around the back of the skull, 
and grows back inside through the other nostril. Some have a 
loop of tongue around the eye, where the excess is stored 
when the tongue is not in use. The tongue is forked into two for 
part of the length, but united into one tongue at both ends. 
     It’s been jokingly suggested that woodpeckers use their 
tongues to hold their brains in place while they hammer on 
trees. That idea doesn’t seem so far-fetched.  
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Colorado Man’s Bird Photo Gains Worldwide Attention 
Reprinted with permission from TheDenverChannel.com  

 

DENVER – A Westminster man’s photo of an unlikely hitchhiker 
on a hawk is getting worldwide attention this week, as 
newspapers as far away as China published it. 
     Pat Gaines took the photo at Bonny Lake State Park in June 
and posted it on his Flickr site and then the Colorado Birder social 
networking site. The photo shows a western kingbird riding on the 
back of a red-tailed hawk. 
     Gaines said the kingbird wasn’t a friendly hitchhiker and that 
the kingbird might have felt the hawk was intruding on its space. 
     ―I’ve never seen red-tail hawks harassed so much. The hawks 
I saw were constantly being chased by a variety of smaller birds,‖ 
he said. ―This kingbird perched between the wings on the hawk’s 
back for several seconds, and pecked at its head as the hawk 
flew away screaming.‖ 

     Gaines, who enjoys birdwatching, said red-tail hawks have a piercing, iconic scream. That’s what caused him to focus 
his camera lens in that direction. ―It is common to see smaller, faster birds dive-bombing and harassing hawks, but this is 
the first time I’ve seen one ridden bareback,‖ he said. 
     Gaines said the kingbird pecked at the hawk’s head as it rode on its back for about 25 yards. 
A member of the flycatcher family, the kingbird is known for aggressively defending its nest area, pluckily driving off unwanted hawks. 
 

 
      

 

Ithaca, NY—Female birds in species that breed in groups can 

find themselves under pressure to sexually show off and 
evolve the same kinds of embellishments–like fanciful tail 
feathers or chest-puffing courtship dances--as males, 
according to new research in the latest issue of Nature (Dec. 
10, 2009).  
     The Superb Starling is an example of a cooperatively 
breeding species in which the females have evolved the same 
elaborate plumage as males. Image © birdchick1 (Flickr, via 
Creative Commons license CC BY-NC-ND 2.0). 
 

"We've known it happens with females in some specialized 
cases, but it's probably more widespread than we ever realized 
before," said Irby Lovette, the Fuller Director of Evolutionary 
Biology at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and co-author of a 
study published in the Dec. 10 issue of the journal Nature with 
Dustin Rubenstein, Ph.D. (Cornell ’06), of Columbia University. 
     The researchers also have compelling evidence for why 
sexual selection sometimes acts with equal strength on both 
females and males. Sexual selection is strongest in situations 
where not every individual gets a chance to reproduce--as 
when rams butt heads over access to a flock of ewes. Called 
reproductive skew, this pattern tends to be common in males. 
Females of most species generally invest more in producing 
and nurturing young and tend to have more steady 
reproductive success. 
     Rubenstein and Lovette reasoned that if sexual selection 
were to operate on females, it would likely be in situations 
where females had to compete for mates. They found such 
scenarios among more than a dozen species of cooperatively 
breeding starlings in Africa. In these systems, family groups 
raise young jointly, helping one or more breeding pairs with 
feeding and protecting against predators. With only a limited 
number of breeding pairs, many of the females don't get to 
nest each year. On the other hand, unpaired males still have 
chances to father young through infidelity with one of the 
breeding females. Competition to be chosen as a mate is 
somewhat relaxed for males but intensified for females. 

     To test whether females show evidence of sexual selection 
on the same traits that males have used to compete for mates, 
Rubenstein and Lovette compared the 17 species of 
cooperatively breeding starlings in Africa with the continent's 
28 species of typical pair-breeding starlings. They also used 
DNA samples to reconstruct the African starlings' evolutionary 
history, confirming that cooperative breeding had developed 
independently several times within the family. After measuring 
more than 1,600 museum specimens of all 45 species, the 
researchers report that males and females of cooperatively 
breeding species were substantially more similar to each other-
-closer in size and with similar plumage--than males and 
females of pair-breeding species.  
     The result paints two different pictures of evolution: Among 
pair-breeders, sexual selection on males makes the sexes look 
increasingly different; in cooperative breeders, competition 
among females leads to them evolving the same showy traits 
as males. The finding that reproductive skew dictates how 
sexual selection acts could apply to nearly any species that 
breeds in groups, the researchers believe.  
     "This goes beyond starlings," Rubenstein said. "Any 
species that lives with relatives might be expected to show 
similar patterns. This type of complex social behavior is not 
only common in birds, but also many mammals--including 
humans--and insects." 
     The research was supported by the National Science 
Foundation and the Miller Institute for Basic Research in 
Science at the University of California, Berkeley. 

 

Contact: Pat Leonard, Cornell Lab of Ornithology,  

(607) 254-2137, pel27@cornell.edu 
 

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nature.com%2fnature%2fjournal%2fv462%2fn7274%2fedsumm%2fe091210-10.html&srcid=15095&srctid=1&erid=1653835
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.flickr.com%2fphotos%2f32419203%40N02%2f3032934084&srcid=15095&srctid=1&erid=1653835
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fcreativecommons.org%2flicenses%2fby-nc-nd%2f2.0%2f&srcid=15095&srctid=1&erid=1653835
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu&srcid=15095&srctid=1&erid=1653835
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.columbia.edu%2f&srcid=15095&srctid=1&erid=1653835
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fmillerinstitute.berkeley.edu%2f&srcid=15095&srctid=1&erid=1653835
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fmillerinstitute.berkeley.edu%2f&srcid=15095&srctid=1&erid=1653835
mailto:pel27@cornell.edu
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    ROADS,  
             SNOW,  
                       SALT, 
                                and  RUST   

 
By Alexander Nevsky {pen name} 

 

 
SALT DAMAGE ON LEAVES 

 
Motorists who live in northern climes are well versed in the winter 

drill. The first snow storm of the season is met with abandon, 
everyone driving at summertime speeds resulting in innumerable 
accidents which should never have happened.  By time the 
second or third snowfall takes place, everyone has the message 
and more caution is behind the wheel and the accident rate goes 
down. 
     Generations of highway crews have employed salt or a 
combination of salt and sand to treat roadways during slippery 
winter weather which can easily last four or more months in 
some parts of the country. Salt has other benefits as well. 
Stockpiled inappropriately, mountains of it can melt in the spring 
rains and poison domestic wells. Salt does a great job during the 
spring highway snow melt in killing roadside vegetation. It would 
seem that nobody in the highway maintenance business was 
ever exposed to history and how the fields of Carthage were 
plowed by Romans with salt which significantly reduced 
agricultural yield. The Romans didn’t like the folks from 
Carthage. 
     While coal was still king in America, ashes and furnace 
clinkers did an admirable job in making slick highways passable. 
Today, coal is largely gone and there is nothing from the process 
of burning oil or natural gas which can be spread onto the 
highways. So we turn to salt. 
     The use of highway salt has another peripheral benefit; salt is 
a second-hand subsidy for the automobile manufacturing cartels. 
It works like this…spread salt on the winter highways and in a 
year or two of winter driving the automobile begins to rust away. 
The first year or two aren’t too bad, then by time the rust 
becomes really noticeable, the damage is too expensive to repair 
at reasonable cost, thus necessitating replacement of the car 
itself. Salt is the friend of the car maker – no longer is planned 
obsolescence even a player in the game, the bones and skin of 
the car evaporate, as if by magic by virtue of salt. As they used 
to say on radio: “better living through chemistry.” 
     Warm climates, Florida, the Gulf Coast, California and Hawaii 
also suffer from the salt destruction of cars. Put a wet and 
unwashed surf board on top of your car and eventually the roof  
will rust out. Surf boards and such are beyond the scope of these 
thoughts. My suggestion is rinse off the surf board with fresh 
water, wax the top of your car or get one with a vinyl roof. What 
do I know? I don’t have a surf board. What do I even care? 
     Back to the northern snowy roads…what to do… There is no 
more abundant supply of coal ash and clinkers to spread on the 
roads. Salt destroys all manner of vehicles. You ought to see 
what it does to a fancy aluminum body car. Ever notice they 
never use salt on airport runways? It’s well known what salt does 
to airplanes which are mainly aluminum. 
     Roads built by the Romans have lasted two thousand years, 
yet when we build a new super highway it is rare for it to survive 

the length of the bond issue floated to pay for it. The Romans 
never used salt on their roads, even the best modern steel 
reinforced concrete cannot stand up to the onslaught of the 
continuous application of road salt. Within a few years, concrete 
bridge abutments are pock marked and in another couple, the 
rusting steel reinforcing rods are exposed to the elements and 
even more rapid deterioration. 
     Science, technology ecology give us a better way of dealing 
with slippery roads while defeating the malevolent forces which 
would allow salt to eat our cars as they travel down the roads, 
which are themselves being eaten. As previously noted, melting 
snows carry salt to the roadsides, killing vegetation. 
     A multiplicity of evils can be avoided by simply abandoning 
the use of highway salt. Substitution of grass seed instead of salt 
brings with it many benefits. Seed, like sand, provides some 
gritty traction on snowy roads. When it washes to the roadside, 
instead of killing vegetation, it replants roadsides with new 
grasses. If seed gets washed across the landscape by spring 
rains, it won’t pollute wells. It’s ecologically safe. Maybe there 
could even be a new industry, “weed mix.”  Weeds grow more 
aggressively than grasses, so why not weed seed? 
     Seed spread on the roads also provides an easy source of a 
quick snack for those birds that have not flown south.  Big, black 
crows come readily to mind. Don’t worry about hitting one dining 
in the middle of the road, they are pretty quick.  Besides some 
scavenger, raccoon or opossum will come along to gobble up 
what’s left. 
     The watchword for those opposed to the destructive forces of 
road salt should be, “SEED NOT SALT,” for the sake of safety 
and ecological balance. 
     An authoritative study concluded that one half of all the 
pollution caused by a fourteen year old car is in its manufacture. 
Allowing our cars to be prematurely eaten away by salt is only 
adding to pollution, greenhouse gasses and forces working 
against the eco-balance of the planet. 
     The case against salt is obvious, it might be wise to do away 
with salt and sacrifice some of the roadside fauna rather than 
allow our road hog chariots to be eaten away by chemistry, 
substituting life giving seed instead.  

 
 

 
 

NEW YEAR’s BIRDs 
2010 

 
Photos by: By Lynn Alembik 

 

Purple Gallinule 
 

And 

 
Red- Winged Blackbird 

 
 
 

 
 

A visit on 
New Years’ Day 

2010 
 

to the Green 
Cay Wetlands 

 
Boynton Beach, 

Florida 
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Feeding to Provide Natural Calcium 
By Donna Sleight 

 

     Thinking about all the 

backyards I have visited, I 
realized that I have never 
once seen any provisions for 
calcium for our feathered 
friends. There are a plethora 
of feeders with everything 
from seeds and suet to meal 
worms and oranges, but no 
real calcium in sight. 

                                                     Consistently    offering   a                                                            
                                                          balanced diet  to  wild  birds   
                                                          can be a challenge (notice I 
                                                          said “offering”). 
     Providing sufficient and correct amounts of calcium is best left 
to Mother Nature. Too little, the birds suffer calcium depletion; 
too much, they can suffer calcification disorders, but they seem 
to naturally know what they need and what they don’t. It’s 
important to leave the choice to the birds. 

     Mineral and vitamin content that occurs in foods naturally is 
nature’s way of providing nutrients, and permits excesses to be 
eliminated in fecal matter through the gut. Calcium provided 
through leafy foods would have any excess carried through the 
gut on that same roughage, creating an efficient mans of 
eliminating excess. 
     Calcium is at a premium in the wild, illustrated by the rapidity 
with which bones are carried off and eaten by animals, and re-
absorbed into the ground for plants. Nature gives assistance by 
holding reserves of calcium in the bones, in storage. It would be 
impossible to identify all of the foods that birds find and eat in the 
wild and if they are finding enough of these foods to give them 
their requirements. So, it would seem that we should offer them 
a natural food for them to eat in case of a scarcity. A bird will 
only eat what it requires for survival, so it is imperative that we 
provide a diet with all of the nutritional considerations in mind, 
and this includes calcium.  
     So, what do we offer them? Think green and put out kale and 
Swiss chard. Also offer collard, mustard, and dandelion greens. 
And don’t overlook the value of egg shells. I throw egg shells out 
on the ground all year long, and within minutes, a blue jay will 
always swoop down and carry them off. If they didn’t need it, 
they wouldn’t take it. 





Join the Rusty Blackbird Blitz  

Help map locations of this rapidly declining species


Ithaca, NY--Volunteers are needed for the second annual Rusty Blackbird Blitz taking 

place January 30 through February 15. Participants report sightings via the eBird program 
led by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society. The blitz 
is coordinated by the International Rusty Blackbird Technical Working Group at the 
Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center along with the Cornell Lab and Audubon. 
     Rusty Blackbirds have pale "staring" eyes and in late January and early February, 
males will appear mostly black and females will have rusty edges to the wings and body.  
     The population of North American Rusty Blackbirds has plummeted an estimated 85 to 
99 percent over the past 40 years. Although the exact cause for this decline is not clear, loss of habitat is one likely reason. Data 

gathered during the blitz will be used to create a map of wintering Rusty Blackbird "hot spots" and will help focus 
research, monitoring, and conservation efforts.  
     "We're looking for date, location, the time you began each survey, how long you were birding, and how far you 
traveled," said eBird co-leader Brian Sullivan. "It's important to submit your observations even if you don't see any 
Rusty Blackbirds. Negative data are incredibly valuable and still tell us a lot." 
      Two other species are more common and are sometimes mistaken for the rusty. The Common Grackle is 
larger with a long tail and larger bill. The female Red-winged Blackbird also resembles the rusty but can be 
distinguished by bold streaking on its under-parts, whereas the rusty has plain under-parts without streaks. 
     For more information on identifying Rusty Blackbirds and where they might be found, visit the eBird website 
and the International Rusty Blackbird Technical Working Group site. Then join the Rusty Blackbird Blitz January 
30 to February 15! Contact: Pat Leonard, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, (607) 254-2137, pel27@cornell.edu 

Male Rusty Blackbird © Smithsonian Migratory Bird Center (on left) 
Female Rusty Blackbird © Jack Bartholomai/Cornell Lab of Ornithology (upper right) 







The Snowbird by Joan Ross 

 

As winter continues, the Dark-eyed Junco, commonly 

known as the Snowbird, will be visiting our feeders. It 
is a member of the sparrow family with dark eyes, 
pink bill, and ranging from 5 to 6 and a half inches 
long.   
     These tiny little birds are generally monogamous, 
defending their territory during the nesting and 
breeding season. The female lays 3 to 6 gray or pale 
bluish eggs with dark blotches. She incubates the 
eggs from 12-13 days and the young leave the nest 9 
to 13 days after hatching.       Snowbirds feed mostly 
on the ground, feeding mainly on insects. If a feeder 

is used, they enjoy some 
cracked corn or sunflower 
seeds on a tray feeder. 
This keeps the seeds dry 
and free from moisture that 
can set in the seeds, 
causing bacteria growth. 
     These gentle little 
creatures add a special 
attraction to the backyard 
birds. Their little pot bellies 
must stay full to last the 
winter, and for you to enjoy 
their presence.

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ebird.org&srcid=16658&srctid=1&erid=1917996
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu&srcid=16658&srctid=1&erid=1917996
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.audubon.org&srcid=16658&srctid=1&erid=1917996
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fnationalzoo.si.edu%2fConservationAndScience%2fMigratoryBirds%2fResearch%2fRusty_Blackbird%2ftwg.cfm&srcid=16658&srctid=1&erid=1917996
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fnationalzoo.si.edu%2fConservationAndScience%2fMigratoryBirds%2fdefault.cfm&srcid=16658&srctid=1&erid=1917996
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.ebird.org&srcid=16658&srctid=1&erid=1917996
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fnationalzoo.si.edu%2fConservationAndScience%2fMigratoryBirds%2fResearch%2fRusty_Blackbird%2ftwg.cfm&srcid=16658&srctid=1&erid=1917996
mailto:pel27@cornell.edu
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Sand Hill Cranes of Arizona 
By Dr. George Anast 

 

Some 30,000 Sand Hill Cranes winter in southeastern Arizona. 

The birds begin arriving in October and are most numerous in the 
vicinity of Willcox, Arizona seventy-five miles or so east of Tucson. 
The birds seek out wetlands for their headquarters, spending the 
night in the moist areas and then leaving about dawn to feed in the 
irrigated grain fields to the south. They feed until late morning and 
begin returning to the roost areas about 11:00 AM where they rest 
until going out to feed again in the late afternoon.  
     The local flock contains about 30,000 birds. They are active 
daily on much the same schedule until they start moving north in 
late February. By the beginning of April they are gone, stopping 
along the Platte River in Nebraska to feed before taking off for 
their nesting areas in the northern United States, Canada and 
Siberia. 

      Cranes are omnivorous, feeding on grain, insects and small animals. They will devour ducklings given the chance. Monogamous for 
life they lay two eggs, but commonly do not raise both to adulthood. The young are referred to as "colts". They are airborne between 50 
and 60 days and travel with the adults as family groups. They do not start breeding till the fifth to seventh year. The birds are long lived, 
often reaching fifteen years or more in the wild and much longer in captivity. 
     Sand Hills are very vocal in flight. Their guttural call is not musical, but carries for 
great distances. In groups they are very noisy approaching their landing sites, but 
quiet down once landed and at rest. There are several species, some along the gulf 
coast and Florida, quite rare. The "Canadian" or lesser Sand Hills are numerous with 
a population of about 400,000. The "greater" Sand Hills number about 100,000. The 
lesser birds average about seven pounds with wingspreads of six feet plus. The 
greater birds stand four and a half to five feet tall, have wingspreads of eight feet and 
weigh about fourteen pounds. They are hunted and are said to be very edible. 
     In the "Playa" west of Willcox the Arizona Fish and Game people keep the area 
flooded when rain is scarce. A nearby power plant maintains a very nice viewing area 
with an elevated cement walkway, telescopes, and picnic and toilet facilities. This area 
is open to the public at no charge and is a popular stop off for visitors. The Cof C in 

Willcox sponsors an annual crane festival 
with a number of activities for the birders. 
     In my native Wisconsin the birds are 
common in late summer and early fall as 
they slowly move south. The Platte River, near Kearny, NE is a major staging area for the 
birds in both spring and fall. In the fall their stay is brief, as they are heading south ahead of 
the weather. In the spring the birds may stay in Nebraska for up to a month as they fatten up 
and prepare to move farther north to the breeding areas. Not endangered, the Sand Hills 
Cranes are said to be the most numerous of the species. Wikipedia has an excellent 
discussion with links to informative sites, such as the International Crane Foundation, etc. 
There are also links to photo collections and audio recordings. 
     These birds are elegant and very, very graceful in flight. Their comings and goings, calls 
and actions on the ground are endlessly fascinating. I've been to Willcox twice this year and 
will be back again in the very near future to visit multiple viewing sites. If you have to have an 
addiction, cranes make a great one!! 

                                                                         This is a link to a recording of the crane calls. It runs for eight minutes, but can be heard 
for a few minutes and turned off. It will be viable for about 90 days: http://files.me.com/georgeanast/ru1tpQ.wav  
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

Ivory Gulls  
 

in Cape May 

by L. James Meyers 

http://files.me.com/georgeanast/ru1tpQ.wav
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Last Chance for Madagascar Pochard –World’s Rarest Duck 
www.wildlifeextra.com - Photo by Peter Cranswick/WWT 

Reprinted with permission from Wildlife Extra and Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust - www.durrell.org 
 

Worries increase for world‟s rarest duck: Conservationists have become increasingly 

concerned for the plight of the Madagascar pochard, the world‟s rarest duck and possibly the 
world‟s rarest bird, following the discovery of only six females during a recent expedition to 
the country. 
     Project partners, Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 
(WWT) and The Peregrine Fund (TPF), also report the devastating news that there were no 

surviving young from 2008, when the small known population of just 19 birds did breed successfully. Without active conservation 
intervention the species may become extinct. 
     Critically endangered, this small endemic duck was thought to have gone extinct in the 1990s, but was rediscovered in 2006by the 
Peregrine Fund on a small remote lake in northwestern Madagascar. This has given us a second chance to save this species. But, 
although this tiny population seems relatively stable, it may be extremely vulnerable to the slightest change to its environment. 
     Recovery plan: Building on Durrell‟s extensive experience with the conservation and breeding of threatened ducks in Madagascar 
and WWT‟s long history of endangered wildfowl conservation worldwide, these UK institutions together with TPF, and American 
conservation organization, and the Government of Madagascar are launching a recovery plan for the species. 
     Captive breeding following last month‟s trip to Madagascar, this recovery plan will focus on the instigation of an immediate program 
to rear ducklings and hold adults in secure conditions within Madagascar. 
     These birds would form the basis for a conservation breeding program, when facilities are built in 2010. At the same time, the team 
will start to collect ecological data on the species and identify potential lakes for reintroduction. 
     Durrell‟s Project Leader, Dr. Glyn Young, believes action needs to be taken now, “The window of opportunity to save the species 
from extinction is incredibly small, and we must all muster the energy and resources necessary to stop another species from becoming 
extinct. Once we have secured eggs from the wild, WWT‟s and Durrell‟s extensive experience of rearing endangered wildfowl wil l be 
used to breed the birds at a purpose-built facility in Madagascar. This will act as a „safety net‟, greatly reducing the immediate risk of 
extinction.” 
     Within three years, the hope is to at least double the total numbers of pochards. In time, these will be released into the wi ld on 
suitable sites. 

 
 

TOUCAN’S  
BILL 

 
By Rebecca Morelle, 

Science reporter, BBC 
News - Reprinted with 
permission from BBC 

News Online 
 

For centuries, scientists 

have puzzled over why 
the toucan‟s bill is so remarkably large, but now one team thinks 
it might have an answer. 
     Writing in the journal Science, researchers say that the 

toucan (Ramphastos toco), which has the largest bill of any bird 
relative to body size, uses its enormous beak to stay cool. The 
beak makes up about one-third of its total body length. Infrared 
cameras showed the bird dumping heat from its body into its bill, 
helping it to regulate its body temperature. 
     The oversize appendage has received many different 
interpretations: Charles Darwin thought it might be used to 
attract mates; more recent ideas center on fruit peeling, nest 
predation and visual warnings. 
       Dr. Glenn Tattersall, the lead author of 
The Paper, from Brock University, Canada, 
said: “We used infrared thermal imaging 
technology to assess the surface 
temperature of the bill of toucans while they 
were encountering a range of air 
temperatures from 10C to 35C. This 
allowed us to measure the exact 
temperature of the bill.”  
     The scientists found that as the 
surroundings got warmer the toucan‟s bill 
would rapidly heat up, effectively acting as 

a radiator to draw heat away from the bird‟s body, allowing it to 
stay cool. Conversely, in cooler temperatures, little heat would 
radiate from the bill, letting the bird conserve its warmth. The 
effect was particularly evident at night; at sunset, the birds 
would, in a matter of minutes, pump out heat from their beaks, 
lowering their body temperature as they slept. 
     The birds‟ bills have a network of blood vessels that can 
increase or restrict the flow of blood. Dr. Tattersall said, “By 
altering blood flow to the bill‟s surface, toucans can conserve 
body heat when it is cold or cope with heat stress by increasing 
blood flow. Essentially, the large surface area of the bill and the 
fact it is not insulated means that the blood flowing through is 
able to release heat into the bill, thus cooling the bird. This 
blood-derived heat in the bill is then dissipated into the air.” 
     Effective radiators: Other animals also use parts of their 
bodies to regulate temperature, for example, elephants and 
rabbits radiate heat from their ears to cool down. But the sheer 
size of the toucan‟s bill means that relatively, it has one of the 
largest “thermal windows” in the animal kingdom. 
     The Science also shows that the toucan is extremely effective 
at controlling its body heat with it; its bill can account for as much 
as 100% of body heat loss or a little as 5% if the blood flow is 
shut off. 

     Dr. Tattersall explained: “Bird bills are 
not „dead tissues‟ incapable of playing a 
role in heat balance, but are active 
contributors to thermo-regulation. Birds do 
not sweat, so must cope with other 
mechanisms to deal with elevated 
temperatures.” 
     The researchers say the finding that 
the toucan uses its beak to regulate body 
temperature does not rule out its other 
suggested functions. The team plans to 
look at other birds to see how their bills 
are involved with temperature regulation.  

http://www.wildlifeextra.com/
http://www.durrell.org/
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PHOTOS & ARTICLES PRESENTED FOR FUTURE PUBLICATION: Editor reserves the right to publish all photos and/or all articles 

according to space limitations and without any blame for misidentification (unless photos have been identified). 
 

 

ATLANTIC AUDUBON SOCIETY 
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“Bill” – i – tin Notes 

 

FUND-RAISER: Raffle Table - plus Books for SALE! 
      
     Since this will be an on-going fund-raiser (every 
meeting), please don’t forget to bring a donation 
(new or used) of nature items for our raffle table 
and/or any books you have finished. 
    IDEAS: individual plant cuttings taken from your 
gardens – other items having a “nature” theme, such 
as: jewelry, calendars, books, humming bird feeders, 
bird houses, etc.  
     Please, on any used donations, make sure they 
are clean (especially feeders and bird houses). 

THANK YOU! 

Bird Watching Answer Book 
  Author responds to real questions 

 from real birders 
Ithaca, NY—Why is a cardinal attacking 

my windows? (p.87) Will birds explode if 
they eat rice thrown after a wedding? 
(p.17) How can I keep squirrels out of 
my bird feeders? (p.37) Do birds play? 
(p.268) Why don’t birds fall off branches 
as they sleep? (p. 305) 
     For years, bird expert and Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology science editor Laura 

Erickson has heard questions like these. Now, drawing on 
questions that come to the Cornell Lab, she’s compiled 
answers to more than 200 common and not-so-common bird 
questions in a handy pocket-sized book that reads like 
a conversation with your friendly neighborhood ―bird lady.‖ 
     Author and bird expert Kenn Kaufman says, "This is a gem 
of a book!  It's filled to the brim with solid, reliable information, 
as you would expect from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, and 
it's written in Laura Erickson's clear, lively, engaging style. The 
organization of the book, as a series of answers to hundreds of 
intriguing questions, makes it easy to look up quick facts or to 
just browse for fun. I would recommend The Bird Watching 
Answer Book to anyone with even a casual interest in birds." 
     The Bird Watching Answer Book, produced by Storey 
Publishing, is organized into three sections: watching and 
feeding birds, bird behavior, and bird biology. In addition to 
down-to-earth scientific answers, readers will find plenty of 
quirky stories and interesting asides like these: 
     + Turkey Vultures have been used to detect gas pipeline 
leaks because of their great sense of smell. 
     + American Crows can remember human faces. 
     + The Brown Thrasher holds the record for knowing the 
most songs: 2,000. 
     + The largest individual bird nest on record weighed nearly 
three tons. 
     + Feathers are made of a substance found in no other 
animal tissue except alligator claws. 
     + Four American presidents kept pet mockingbirds in the 
White House. (Jefferson named his bird ―Dick.‖) 
     ―Whether people like birds or not, they notice them,‖ says 
Erickson. ―My hope is that, with the book, people start noticing 
not just that birds are there, but that they’re really cool beings 
sharing this planet with us.‖ 
     Erickson has written three previous books and is a past 
winner of the National Outdoor Book Award. She also writes 
Twin Beaks, the first blog by birds and for birds. 

# 

To request a review copy of this book, please contact Michelle 
Blackley at Storey Publishing, Michelle.Blackley@storey.com, 
(413) 346-2184. Laura Erickson is available for interviews upon 
request. Call or email Pat Leonard at (607) 254-2137,  
pel27@cornell.edu. 
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Atlantic Audubon Society  MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION - Chapter Code: Q05 
 

 (I understand that ALL my dues will support local chapter goals and activities.) 
 

As a member, The Atlantic Currents newsletter is available to you by mail OR email 
Please choose A…or…B: 

 

A. (     ) COLOR version PDF by email only: Sign up at: AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net 
 

B. (     ) BLACK & WHITE version mailed to address below (Please consider Free PDF!) 
************************************************************************************************** 

Membership: (     ) $20 One Year       (     ) $35 Two Year      (     ) $15 Students/Seniors 
 

Please make check out to Atlantic Audubon Society - Mail check and membership form to: 
Atlantic Audubon Society PO Box 63, Absecon, NJ 08201 

 
***Please Print Information*** 

 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _________________________________________ State: ________ Zip: _________ 
 
Phone: _______________________ * Email: ______________________________________ 

                                                                              (Required if signing up for color version newsletter) 
 

Are you interested in helping with a committee or a board position?   YES (     ) NO (     ) 
 
What are your interests? ____________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
                

 

To keep your newsletters 
coming, please do not 

forget to keep your contact 
information up-to-date. 

 

Includes any changes of: 
Address 

Phone Number 
Email 

 

Email changes to: 
donnaSL8@comcast.net 

OR 
AtlanticCurrents@comcast.net 

OR Call: 
(609) 377-5795 

 
Please keep your membership 
current by sending renewals to 

address on application. 
 THANK YOU! 
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